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Maria Boyd, Art Department Chair, traveled to New York City where she participated in 

Connecting Collections, an intensive week-long collaborative institute for teachers from around 

the world hosted by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Guggenheim Museum, and the 

Museum of Modern Art to learned techniques for integrating the study of visual images into the 

art curriculum at Merion. 

Paul Clementi, Social Studies Department Chair, graded Advanced Placement U.S. History 

Exams for the College Board in Louisville, KY.  He also participated in a week-long College 

Board Summer Institute for A.P. Human Geography in Fairfax, VA.  In addition, Mr. Clementi 

attended the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History seminar Native Peoples, Settlers, and 

European Empires in North America, 1600–1840 at the University of Pennsylvania.  The 

seminar was led by Penn Professor Daniel Richter, one of the leading scholars in Early American 

Studies.  At this seminar, Mr. Clementi worked with the Library Company of Philadelphia to 

analyze original documents from that era.  

 

Deanna Crawford, Math Department Chair, attended a week-long workshop sponsored by 

Independent School Management titled Chairing Your Department.  In this workshop, Mrs. 

Crawford examined research-based strategies of equity-centered leadership.  Other topics 

discussed at the workshop included student-centered schools; building a departmental mission; 

department goal-setting; facilitation of meetings; development of a growth-oriented faculty; 

curriculum review; and goal-planning.   

 

Louisket Edmond, who teaches in the Language Department, participated in a week-long 

intensive professional development training for A.P. French at Cabrini University.  There, Mr. 

Edmond learned a variety of ways to explore French language and culture with his students.  He 

also examined best practices and instructional strategies for integrating technology and authentic 

materials into the classroom.  

 

Colleen Gallagher, Social Studies Department faculty members, attended a workshop at 

Longwood Gardens in conjunction with Stroud Water Research Center on Green Careers.  The 

focus of this workshop was careers in horticulture.  

 

Rosemary Gregitis, Director of Media Services, took a course entitled Artificial Intelligence 

Explorations and Their Practical Use in School Environments. Through the coursework, she 

learned about applications of artificial intelligence such as machine learning, neural networks, 

natural language processing, and chatbots.  

 

 



 

 

Katie (Knarr) Cho, who teaches in the English Department, was accepted to St. Joseph’s 

University Masters of Education Leadership program focusing on curriculum.  

Cara Latham, Music Director, recorded a song cycle based on the letters of Isadora Duncan, 

written by composer Sergio Cervetti, and accompanied by Charles Abramovic.  The CD will be 

released by Records International this October.  Dr. Latham will be performing the songs in 

a solo recital at Temple University's Rock Hall this September. 

 

Jackie Ozzimo, who teaches in the Social Studies Department, attended two workshops offered 

through the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit (MCIU).  Both workshops were facilitated 

by Echoes and Reflections, an educational organization which provides reliable, high-quality 

resources to secondary-level educators to use to teach students about, the Holocaust, genocide, 

refugees, and immigration.  Ms. Ozzimo will share the information gathered from these 

workshops with her department to enrich the Cultures, U.S. History and AP Government 

courses. 

 

Seth Pidot, Assistant Head of School for Student Affairs, was awarded his Doctorate of 

Education (Ed.D.) after completing the Interdisciplinary Doctor of Education Program for 

Educational Leaders at Saint Joseph’s University. 

Valerie Prucnal, Assistant Head of School for Academic Affairs, completed the Wilson 

Reading System Level I Certification program, earning the Wilson Dyslexia Practitioner 

Credential and also attended the Partners in Ministry Leadership Academy sponsored by the 

Mercy Education System of the Americas. 

Shana Rightley, who teaches in the Mathematics Department, completed her Masters in 

Secondary Education from Cabrini University. 

 

Michael Sims and Kyle Thompson, who teach in the Theology Department, and Jeffrey 

Mayer, Theology Department Chair, have collaborated on a sourcebook for our senior-level 

Spirituality courses.  The book is a collection of essays from a variety of social activists, 

theologians, and educators.  The book will be published this summer by Anselm Academic 

publishing. 

 

Ben York, who teaches in the Science Department, received the Scientific Thinking Certificate 

from the National Institute for STEM Education.  He also traveled to Petra, Jordan, where he 

participated in a workshop facilitated by Archaeoastronomist Dr. Mamoun Al Nawafleh.  In this 

workshop, Mr. York examined how the ancient civilization of the Nabateans utilized the 

scientific method to develop a city rich in astronomy, archaeology, architecture, and engineering. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


