
 

SENIOR AWARDS 

FOR ACADEMICS & EXTRACURRICULARS 
 

It is our pleasure at this time to announce that members of the class of 2019 have received 535 letters of 

acceptance from 151 colleges and universities.   

 

They have also earned 324 merit scholarships totaling $18,743,520. 

 

Academic Awards 

 

Certificates and pins are presented to students in each academic course.  The Academic Excellence Award is 

presented to the student who has performed the best in the course for this academic school year.  The Honorable 

Mention award is presented to the student with the next highest average.  The Excellent Effort Award is presented 

to the student who has demonstrated outstanding effort throughout the course.  We ask the following students to 

come forward to receive their awards: 

 

Course Academic Excellence Honorable Mention Excellent Effort 

 

Theology 

 

Christian Spirituality Kelty Eisenhardt Megan Stevens Jeri Terrell 

Christian Women Mikayla Holmbeck Ava Marie Donatucci Isabelle Grady 

  

English 

 

Contemporary Literature A Mikayla Holmbeck Tianqi Xu Claire Miller 

Contemporary Literature Kirsten Grey Erin Murray Olivia Leuzzi 

Gothic Literature Cecelia Wendel Kaitlyn Conway Sophia Lamb 

Jane Austen A Madison Boylan Megan Stevens 

Speech & Contemporary Issues Maria Martino DeNisa Sondai Hue Trang 

World Mythology  Sonja Bjornson Megan Giarraputo Meghan Trusk 

AP English Literature Megan Stevens       Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck Avé Burke 

 

Mathematics 

 

Pre-Calculus A Megan Stevens  Diamond Figueroa 

AP Calculus AB Deemo Yu  Erin Murray 

Calculus A Carly Gerace Sonja Bjornson Maria Martino 

Pre-Calculus  Avé Burke 

Statistics Diamond Figueroa Amy Ratigan Jacqueline Roberts 

AP Calculus BC Teresa Hegarty  Mikayla Holmbeck 

Intro to Computer Programming  Isabelle Grady Christina Krebs 

 

Science 

 

Physics A Gabrielle Bass  Amy Ratigan 

Physics Claire Miller Gemma Del Buono Avé Burke 

AP Environmental Science  Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck 

Physiology A  Katrina Rae Carpizo Caitlin Cifaldi 



Environmental Science  Cecelia Wendel DeNisa Sondai Kirsten Grey 

Biotech & Bioethics  Erin Catherine Welch 

 

Course Academic Excellence Honorable Mention Excellent Effort 

 

Social Studies 

 

AP Gov. and Politics Claire Miller Lynn Foy Ava Marie Donatucci 

U.S. Government A Teresa Hegarty Katherine Stone Caitlin Cifaldi 

U.S. Government Megan Giarraputo Christina Krebs Bryn Spaide  

Economics Carly Gerace Claire Miller Mia Purul 

Psychology  Megan Giarraputo Chunyi Li 

Sociology Carly Gerace Marla Leal Kelty Eisenhardt 

Intro to Law Avé Burke               Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck 

 

Language 

 

Latin 4A Mikayla Holmbeck Nina Dzidic Avé Burke 

French 4A  Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck Mary Stanish 

AP Spanish  Katrina Rae Carpizo Marleen Winterdal  

Spanish 4A Madison Boylan Madison Urbano Ava Marie Donatucci 

Spanish 4 Skyler Parzyck Sophia Harris Alexia Cruz 

 

Art and Music 

 

Art Major 1A Carly Gerace 

Art Major 2A  Olivia Hawley 

Art Major 3A Megan Giarraputo Taylor Gregitis Megan Stevens 

Principles of Design 1 Deemo Yu  Olivia Leuzzi 

Principles of Design 2 Yalda Yaqubi Noelle Mullen 

Foundations of Digital Design Gwendolyn Moore Deemo Yu 

Foundations of Digital Design 2  Grace Binck 

Musical Theater/Opera  Lia Mazmanian 

AP Music Theory  Grace Torna 

 

The following students have achieved a general average of 4.0 or higher in each of four consecutive years:

Gabrielle Bass 

Sonja Bjornson 

Madison Boylan 

Anne Butler 

Katrina Rae Carpizo 

Christina Croff 

Gemma Del Buono 

Ava Marie Donatucci 

Nina Dzidic 

Carly Gerace 

Michelle Giannini 

Megan Giarraputo 

Teresa Hegarty 

Mikayla Holmbeck 

Gwendolyn Moore 

Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck 

Isabella Santori 

Megan Stevens 

 

 

In recognition of their academic excellence, students in the top 3% of the class at the end of the first semester 

were recognized at the Honors Convocation of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia at the Cathedral of Sts. Peter 

and Paul earlier in May.  The students representing Merion Mercy Academy this year were: 



 

Madison Boylan 

Carly Gerace 

Isabella Santori 

 

National Merit Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 million students 

who entered the 2019 competition by taking the 2017 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test (PSAT/NMSQT®). 

 

"Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding potential for academic success," commented a 

spokesperson for National Merit Scholarship Corporation. "These students represent a valuable national 

resource; recognizing their accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools play in their academic 

development, is vital to the advancement of educational excellence in our nation.” 

 

The following students have received recognition at Merion Mercy as National Merit Commended Students:   

 

Madison Boylan and Isabella Santori 

 

(Certificates) 

 

The following students receive recognition for Perfect Attendance for all four (4) years.   

 

Avé Burke 

Katherine Ernst 

Diamond Figueroa 

Samantha Boychuck-Pasciullo 

Jacqueline Roberts 

Breanna Turner 

KhaLesha Williams 

 

Three years ago, the CRS Global High School program was launched nationally, and Merion Mercy has led the 

way as a platinum school in our hunger for justice and passion for transforming the world in the light of Christ.  

Each Global High School has the opportunity to choose two graduating seniors to receive the CRS Global 

Advocate Award. 

 

In collaborating with her fellow members of Student Council to prepare for this year’s Mission Week, our first 

recipient helped to raise our awareness of our sisters and brothers in Lebanon, Panama, Kenya, Haiti, and the 

Philippines.  In planning a series of fundraising events culminating in our “Night for the Nations,” thereby 

helping to provide much-needed aid to miracle clinics in these countries, she and her classmates continued the 

collaborative legacy of Mercy schools to put our faith into action.  In the words of her moderators, “she proved 

that she fully understood what it means to be a servant leader… and inspired others in our school community to 

follow her example.” 

 

In traveling with the Catholic organization “His Work in Progress,” our second recipient merited broad 

recognition from her classmates.  Serving the vulnerable in Lima, Peru with her family during the summer of 

2018, she accompanied priests, doctors, and nurses to minister to the health of over 80 patients a day, ranging 

across the life span.  Serving alongside the Sisters of Charity, she noted how the trip changed the way she looks 

at everyday life, and she hopes to return to Lima one day as a medical professional. 

 

For outstanding commitment to the poor and vulnerable overseas, having served as an example to the Merion 

community of Missionary Discipleship, Servant Leadership, and Passion for Global Solidarity, the CRS 2019 

Global Advocate Award is presented to:  



 

Margaret McKernan and Megan Giarraputo 

 

The following award is given in memory of Mrs. Debra Furia Scalpato (’74) who was a Merion Mercy 

Academy alum and taught at Merion in both the math and science departments.  The recipient of this award is a 

member of the senior class who possesses many of the same qualities that made Mrs. Scalpato so very dear to 

us.  They include: 

 

 A talent and passion for math and science 

 An insightful intellect and a strong curiosity 

 A determined will 

 A strong sense of family 

 A great sense of humor 

 And a love of the arts and traveling 

 

The Debra Furia Scalpato ’74 Math & Science Award is presented this year to:  

 

Xiaoqing (Deemo) Yu 

 

 

For leading the National Honor Society with a strong sense of duty and dedication, awards are presented to: 

 

Michelle Giannini and Erin Murray 

Honorable Mention: Isabella Santori and Megan Stevens 

 

For outstanding performance and commitment to the development and excellence of Rho Kappa, the National 

Social Studies Honor Society, an award is presented to: 

   

Claire Miller 

 

For outstanding performance and commitment to the development and excellence of the National Latin Honor 

Society, an award is presented to: 

   

Mikayla Holmbeck 

 

For outstanding performance and commitment to the development and excellence of the National Science 

Honor Society, an award is presented to: 

   

Madison Boylan 

 

The National Art Honor Society is based in the Mercy-core values and on the principles of art scholarship, 

character, and service.  Members use their creative talents in service to those in need.  In recognition of their 

efficient management of the National Art Honor Society as well as individual service projects, awards are 

presented to: 

 

Megan Giarraputo and Olivia Hawley 

Honorable Mention: Megan Stevens 

 

In recognition of and appreciation for their dedicated service to Ricordia, awards for the newspaper are 

presented to: 

 



Katrina Carpizo and Madison Urbano 

 

For generously sharing their many talents and for the unfailing dedication that they demonstrated as editors of 

the 2019 Image Explosion, awards are presented to: 

 

Megan Giarraputo and Madison Urbano 

 

In recognition of and appreciation for her dedicated service to Meriannal as an editor, an award is presented to: 

 

Avé Burke 

Honorable Mention: Anne Butler and DeNisa Sondai 

 

For enthusiasm and commitment to the Spanish Club, in recognition for their love, passion and dedication to 

learn more about the Spanish language and Spanish and Latin American culture, and for working hard to unite 

the club and to plan exciting events, awards are presented to: 

      

Nadia Pace and Sophia Harris 

Honorable Mention: Christina Croff 

 

For dedication and excellence as members of the Latin Club, awards are presented to: 

 

Nina Dzidic and Marla Leal 

 

For outstanding achievement in helping to devise, implement, and manage a club to "welcome" and to instruct 

American students about the Chinese culture and traditions, an award for the Huan Ying Club is presented to: 

 

Kimberly Cao 

Honorable Mention: Kelli Xu 

 

Members of the Mock Trial team face the daunting task of analyzing and arguing a fictitious case in a real 

courtroom before an actual judge and jury composed of practicing lawyers.  Student witnesses are judged on 

their knowledge of the witness statement and their credibility; attorneys are judged on their presentation style, 

forensics skills, and knowledge of the courtroom rules of evidence.  Commitment to do one’s own best work as 

well as to inspire the same out of others was the key element to our team’s success this year.  In recognition of 

their overall contributions, the team members would like, by virtue of consensus vote, to recognize the 

following individuals for their exceptional effort: 

 

For the Gold Team…Ava Pecora and Claire Miller  

 

For outstanding management and model governance as a leader of the Student Council, an award is presented 

to: 

 

Margaret McKernan 

 

For their commitment as members of Women for Life and Love to promoting chastity and a greater respect for 

the life and dignity of every human person, awards are presented to:  

 

Anne Butler, Teresa Hegarty, and Michelle Giannini 

 

For dedication and excellence as a member of History Club, recognizing that what is past is prologue and that 

those who do not learn from the lessons of history are condemned to repeat them, an award is presented to: 

 



Claire Miller 

 

For being an outstanding member and high scorer of the Varsity Mathletes team, an award is presented to: 

 

Michelle Giannini 

 

For exemplary dedication to the STE(A)M Club, showing outstanding curiosity and creativity in learning the 

creative skills and interdisciplinary applications of science, technology, engineering, art, and math, awards are 

presented to: 

 

Gabrielle Bass and Victoria Steinmetz 

 

For her relentless interest in the exciting field of biotechnology, and for the passion that fueled her hard work in 

sharing the contemporary, practical applications of this area of scientific study, an award for excellence in 

leadership and organization of the Biotechnology Club is presented to: 

 

Erin Welch 

 

For superlative teamwork, effort, and dedication as a member of Communications Club, an award for the Good 

Morning, Merion! broadcast team is presented to: 

 

Teresa Hegarty 

Honorable Mention: Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck 

 

For their creativity, teamwork, and perspective in organizing and leading the Photography Club, awards are 

presented to: 

 

Karlee Warner and Lia Mazmanian 

Honorable Mention: Christina Croff, Emily Conway, and Kaitlyn Conway 

 

For outstanding leadership, motivational skills, and commitment as a member of Merion Mercy’s Literary Bears 

Book Club, an award is presented to: 

 

Gwendolyn Moore 

 

For leadership and commitment to fostering a better appreciation for the poetry, prose, and performances of The 

Bard as members of The Shakespeare Club, awards are presented to: 

 

Mary Stanish, Olivia Henningsen, Marla Leal, and Madison Boylan 

 

For outstanding representation of the values and beliefs of the Black Student Association, for fostering the 

belief that multiculturalism and diversity enrich the world, and for the spirit and joy of sharing oneself within 

our community, an award is presented to:  

 

Zoie Dodd 

Honorable Mention: Robin Vernon 

 

The mission of the Sexuality and Gender Alliance (also known as the GSA) is to create a welcoming and 

inclusive environment for Merion’s LGBTQ student body as well as to provide these students and their 

supporters with a platform to spread tolerance and understanding throughout the school community.  Inaugural 

awards for SAGA are given to the following leaders and members who piloted the club this year: 

 



Christina Krebs, Gwendolyn Moore, and Mary Stanish 

Honorable Mention: Karysa Infante, Marla Leal, and Jeri Terrell 

 

Community Service Corps Awards for demonstrating outstanding commitment to promoting social justice in 

our community and participating in service projects at Merion are presented to the following servant-leaders:  

 

Diamond Figueroa and Bryn Spaide 

 

For raising awareness of the many works of mercy and service performed by students, parents, and alumnae of 

MMA as a member of Mercy Works, an award is presented to: 

 

Shannon Kohler 

Honorable Mention: Camille Cipolloni, Angelina Fresta, Kirsten Grey, and Marleen Winterdal  

 

The Speak Up! Award is presented to senior club members who exemplify leadership, service, and a 

commitment to engage in conversations about topics that are difficult to discuss.  This year’s awards are 

presented to: 

 

Angelina Fresta, Zoie Dodd, and Erin Murray 

 

For outstanding service to the Sisters of Mercy at McAuley Convent as members of Kate’s Girls, awards are 

presented to: 

 

Noelle Mullen, Olivia Leuzzi, and Amy Ratigan 

 

The production staff of Merion Mercy Music Theater commends the companies of Testing, Testing and Sister 

Act: The Musical for their tremendous accomplishments.  For going above and beyond what was expected, and 

for their professionalism, enthusiasm, leadership, and excellence, MMMT Director’s Choice Awards are 

presented to the following students: 

 

For performance: 

Isabelle Grady and Samantha Peacock 

Honorable Mention: Noelle Mullen and Nicolette Perry 

 

For technical matters (stage crew): 

Kelty Eisenhardt and Maria Martino 

Honorable Mention: Katherine Stone 

  

For hard work, dedication, poise, and rhythm as a member and leader of Lyric Dance (formerly known as 

Liturgical and Modern Dance Troupe), an award is presented to: 

 

Christina Croff 

 

Recognizing our communal prayer in the liturgy, the following students have served the Merion Mercy 

community by enhancing all of our liturgical celebrations.  For outstanding service and commitment through 

time and talent, awards for the Liturgical Ensemble are presented to: 

 

Grace Torna and Isabelle Grady 

Honorable Mention: Teresa Hegarty and Katherine Ernst 

 

For outstanding performance and dedication to the Instrumental Ensemble (i.e. Orchestra), an award is 

presented to: 



  

Caitlin Cifaldi 

Honorable Mention: Grace Torna 

 

For excellence and commitment as distinguished members of the Chorale, awards are presented to: 

 

Grace Torna and Samantha Peacock 

Honorable Mention: Gwendolyn Moore 

 

For creativity, leadership, and enthusiasm as distinguished and founding members of the Sirens of Baggot 

Street, awards are presented to: 

 

Mira Kolluri and Grace Torna 

 

For excellence in performance and dedication to the Handbell Choir, an award is presented to: 

 

Gwendolyn Moore 

Honorable Mention: Lynn Foy and Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck  

 

 


