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OPENING COMMENTS

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL:

Laura Farrell

On the morning of my first day of 

work, a friend texted to wish me 

luck and asked if I was nervous. I 

immediately texted back “not at all.”

Over the months leading to my transition, I visited 
Merion Mercy many times.  I attended dances, the Senior 
Sleepover(!), the alumnae reunion, and graduation to 
begin learning about the Merion community.  I met with 
faculty, staff, board members, and students, all of whom 
welcomed me warmly and enthusiastically.  So, “nervous” 
didn’t really capture my feelings. 

That first day of work was filled with other emotions 
though—excitement about the work that lay ahead, 
eagerness about leading a talented and credentialed 
faculty, and a bit of disappointment that the hallways were 
empty of students who breathe life into all spaces of the 
building.  But, underlying all of these many emotions was 

something deeper, a profound sense of humility at being 
selected as the first lay leader of Merion Mercy and an 
awareness of the great responsibility of carrying the Mercy 
charism into the next era.

At the end of July, I attended the Partners in Ministry 
Leadership Academy sponsored by the Mercy Education 
System of the Americas (MESA), where I spent two days 
with other Mercy lay leaders reflecting on the call to 
leadership in Mercy schools.  At the heart of our discussion 
was an understanding that no matter what era they lived in, 
the Sisters of Mercy have always responded to the changing 
needs of God’s people, and now, it is our responsibility as 
laypeople to carry that mission into the future.

What does that mean at Merion Mercy?  It means knowing 
each student and helping her develop to her fullest 
potential.  It means developing innovative programming 
that aligns with our mission. It means understanding the 
social and emotional needs of our students and helping 
them develop empathy and compassion.  It means 
building the agency that our girls will need to be global 
leaders in the future. This work at Merion Mercy is done 
joyfully and purposefully as we live our Catholic identity 
through the lens of Mercy.

I’m looking forward to partnering together in this exciting 
work throughout this year and into the future.  I am eager 
to meet members of the Merion community so that we 
may build upon the strong foundation established by the 
Sisters of Mercy and bring Mercy to a new generation of 
girls who will serve and thrive in today’s world.

Laura Farrell,
Head of School
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Around Campus
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

Mrs. Suzanne Corey Walker ’99, Ms. Isabella Rojas, Mrs. Angela DiCocco Donnelly ’04. Ms. Trish Nowlan ’07, Ms. Katie Smith, and Mr. Louisket Edmond

Golden Globe Award for Exemplary Programs 
The Language Department learned over break that the 
Department was awarded its third consecutive Golden Globe 
Award for Exemplary Programs by the Pennsylvania State 
Modern Language Association. The Language Department 
was recognized for this distinction after presenting evidence 

that our world language program meets or exceeds the 
high standards set to qualify. Merion Mercy was one of only 
nine schools in Pennsylvania to receive the Golden Globe 
Award this year. It is an honor that the world languages 
program at Merion has held since 2015. 

FUN FACT: The Language Department consists of 50% MMA alums! 

Board of Trustees
Thank you to Mr. Bill DiSipio, Mr. Bill Githens (past Board Chair), and Mr. Clark 

O'Donoghue for the talent and leadership they have brought to the Board of 

Trustees during their terms. While their terms complete at the end of the fiscal 

year, Merion Mercy Academy is pleased to announce the appointment of two 

new members to the Board: Mr. Mark Bullock and Sister Christine McCann.

Left: Mr. Bill DiSipio and Mr. Bill Githens
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ASPIRATIONS IN COMPUTING 
Emma Carter ’20 and Lauren Zarro ’20 received the Philadelphia Area National 
Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT) Aspirations in Computing 
awards at a ceremony at the University of Pennsylvania. Emma received the 
Philadelphia Affiliate 2019 Rising Star Award at the ceremony; Lauren received the 
Philadelphia Area Affiliate Honorable Mention Award.

HITTING THE RIGHT NOTE
Merion Mercy's Chorale traveled to Immaculata University to participate in the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 2019 Adjudication. They received a 
Superior Rating, the highest ranking. Of the group, the judges wrote, "These young 
women have a full sound and a warm, dark tone, a wonderful strong soloist, and are 
energetic and beautifully prepared.”

EXPLORAVISION 
Continuing with this theme of innovation, science students 
competed in the Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision competition. 
This science competition encourages students of all grade levels to imagine what 
technology might be like in the future. This year, two teams received honorable 
mention for their innovative entries. MMA is the only school in Pennsylvania to 
have any teams place for Honorable Mention in their grade level division. The 
team of Nina Thompson ’22, Monica Merenda ’22, Cate Voegele ’22, and Justine 
Medveckus ’22 developed the "Mobile ASL Translating Glove." The second award-
winning team Emma Friel ’22, Violet Lorei ’22, and Maeve Hegarty ’22 originated 
the “Emergency Medical Services Band-Aid.”

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE FEMALE 
DIVERSITY AWARD 
As a school honor, Merion 
Mercy earned the first College 
Board AP® Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award 
for achieving high female 
representation in AP Computer 
Science Principles. 

Schools honored with the AP Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award have 
expanded girls' access in AP Computer 
Science courses. Out of more than 
18,000 secondary schools worldwide that 
offer AP courses, Merion Mercy is one 
of only 685 to accomplish this. Schools 
receiving the AP Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award have either 50% 
or higher female representation in one 
of the two AP computer science courses 
or a percentage of the female computer 
science examinees meeting or exceeding 
that of the school's female population. 
Only 490 schools earned the AP Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award for AP 
Computer Science Principles.

Making cross-curricular connections, 
Ms. Browsh’s Themes in US History had 
a Skype lesson with the Smithsonian 
American Art museum this week. During 
the session, the students learned to 
analyze artwork representing women in 
the Civil War.
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MERCY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM (MVP)
Thirty-five rising seniors and more than a dozen faculty/
staff members volunteered in several Mercy Volunteer 
Program (MVP) service locations: the Aquinas Center in 
Philadelphia; Beattyville, Kentucky; the Romero Center in 
Camden; and Bethlehem Farm in West Virginia.

Serving in MVP provides the volunteers with opportunities 
to explore and address social justice issues; offer a ministry 
of presence to the community; create, collaborate and teach 
Vacation Bible school; and serve in community outreach 
programs including meal preparation for the hungry and 
homeless, elder and child care, and support to the most 
vulnerable in these communities.

MVP was established to provide educational and service 
opportunities for MMA students the summer before their 
senior year. In the 27 years of its existence, MVP participants 
have traveled to domestic and international sites, working in 
collaboration with community partners and in solidarity with 
people of diverse culture, especially those who are materially poor.

Through the support of the administration, faculty, staff, 
students, alumnae, and families, MMA's deep desire that 
Catherine McAuley's vision for Mercy continues to drive the 
work to integrate her vision throughout the school's programs. 
As MVP completed its 27th summer service program, it is clear 
how the core values are deep rooted into this program so that 
the legacy of Catherine McAuley continues. By reaching out to 
others and experiencing a true world view, MVP participants 
are able to literally bring the values of Mercy to extended 
communities while infusing the halls of MMA with the same 
values upon which the Sisters of Mercy were founded. 

JUNIOR DAY OF SERVICE 
Annually, juniors participate in a Day of Service where 
they assist at several sites across Philadelphia. This 
year, the Class of 2020 volunteered at the Community 
Center at Visitation, Friends of Wissahickon, My Place 
Germantown, Philadelphia Furniture Bank, Share Food 
Program, and SpArc.

Marissa Finney, Elise Cost-Brown, and Coco Lin

Front row: Emily Hauck, Lili McElhill, Sarah McGovern, and Cara Keller; 
Back row: Lily Diebold, Audrey DeLucca, Alexandria Lavelle, Olivia Squillante, 
Aimee Quinn, Alyssa Oreskovich, Megan Hoban, Cassie Paschos, and Sister 
Kathleen Sabatino

COMPASSION AND SERVICE 
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REDUCE  REUSE  RECYCLE!
Ms. Arielle Chard's AP Environmental Science classes wanted to make a positive impact on our school and community. They retrieved 
materials earmarked to be thrown away and made flower beds for the Sisters of Mercy! They used the three R’s to make a difference: 
Reduce Reuse Recycle!  “Everything for the flower boxes was re-purposed and was going to be thrown out. The girls painted, cleaned, 
drilled, screwed, measured, designed, and sawed to put the flower beds together. They did everything themselves, I did not do one thing 
except to teach them how to do the various activities,” shared Ms Chard.

MOTHERS’ CUPBOARD

John Del Pizzo, Grace Del Pizzo ’21, Hannah Facenda ’21, and David Facenda

GLOBAL VISION AND RESPONSIBILITY

FATHER-DAUGHTER SERVICE PROJECT 
This year's Father-Daughter Service Project took fathers/caregivers and 
their daughters to Bartram's Garden to work on seasonal tasks like 
weeding, planting, cleaning, pruning, and light maintenance.

Mothers' Cupboard is a Parents Association 
initiative that helps to stock the Community 
Center at Visitation food pantry.

“Visitation’s food pantry helps those that are 
marginalized and too often overlooked. Merion 
Mercy’s monthly contributions may help a 
struggling single mom feed her children, a 
homeless person gather a bag of groceries 
with dignity, and an individual struggling with 
addiction get a nutritious meal this summer.” 
This program was honored with the “Spirit of 
Mercy” award as Visitation’s annual gala for its 
extraordinary commitment to the underserved.

Front row: Sofia Cieri and Maddie Price; Back row: Ms. Arielle Chard, Emma McIntyre, Caitlyn Spillane, Lily Cinquanto, Lindsey Russo, Sister Beth Flannery,  
Isabella DeShayes, Erin Donaher, and Emily Hauck

AROUND CAMPUS
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AROUND CAMPUS

MERCY ON THE ROAD 
Over spring break, several sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors visited London with 
English Department faculty members Miss 
Caitlin Mattera ’10, Mrs. Jessica Shields, and 
Mrs. Carol Restifo. Combining education and 
enrichment, the group took in iconic spots such 
as Trafalgar Square, the Houses of Parliament, 
Westminster Abbey, Buckingham Palace, Tower 
of London, and Windsor Castle. They took a 
30-minute “flight” to a height of 443 feet on the 
engineering marvel the London Eye. The group 
also toured Warner Bros. Harry Potter studio, 
which provided a behind-the-scenes look at 
how the movies, based on author J.K. Rowling's 
books, were made. They also gave reviews for a 
theater performance of “Everybody's Talking” 
in London's famous West End.

Front row: Dr. Henry Bender, Cathy Johnson, Marissa 
Finney, Lauren Zarro, Annamarie Palermo, Lili McElhill, 
Ainsleigh Reichow, Anna DiCandilo, Gaelen Coleman, Ava 
Benatti, Adriana Petrongolo, Madison Ott, Tori Natale, 
Grace Lopresti, Mirella Partito, and Suzanne Corey 
Walker ’99; Back row: Kara Maddox, Clare Quigley, Katie 
Donnelly, Maggie DeShan, Olivia Gutt, Caroline Riley, 
Isabella Iacovelli, Madeline Price, and Colleen Sewell

From the vibrant student art displayed throughout the halls to the sounds of our 
musicians and singers, art was everywhere at MMA this week. Students in all grade 
levels have the opportunity to explore both the visual and the performing arts as 
they learn to express their creative selves, and this year's Festival of Arts provided 
the perfect platform to showcase and share MMA students works and many 
talents. The night was resplendent with students' works of art, we inducted and 
acknowledged the members of the National Art Honor Society and the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, and the musical performances at the Senior Showcase completed 
this magical evening.  We believe that the fine and performing arts are essential to 
student's emotional and physical well-being and to balanced, joyful lives of infinite 
possibilities. So MMA offers programs in the arts with deep, broad, and plentiful 
opportunities, supported by versatile facilities and a passionate professional faculty. 

COLLABORATION WITH OTHERS

Olivia Hawley ’19

Festival of Arts: 

A CELEBRATION OF MMA'S FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS
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FASHION SHOW
Many extraordinary women from the MMA community enjoyed an 
afternoon out at the 2019 Fashion Show: Love Begins with Mercy. 
This annual event is a fun way to celebrate the unique bonds of 
moms/caregivers, daughters, grandmothers, sisters, and other 
special women. MMA offers sincere thanks to the generous and 
talented team of volunteers, especially event chairs Mary Miller 
Fresta ’87, Linda DiOttavio Murray ’86, Jackie O’Connor, Monica 
Roberts, and Mary Zsembik, and all of the attendees.

Merion Mercy’s 
Class of 2020 Enjoys Milestones:

JUNIOR RETREAT AND RING NIGHT
Merion Mercy's Junior Retreat and Ring Night are celebrated 
on the same day–both occasions of spirit, unity, and Mercy
The Junior Retreat day further connects the class with one another 
and enriches the juniors’ spiritual growth as they prepare for 
their final year at MMA. Ring Night caps the experience when 
they receive their rings as symbols of sisterhood, success, and 
scholarship.

True to tradition, this year's Ring Night was held at Merion Mercy 
Academy. Members of the junior class celebrated with a Mass and 
received their rings in the Motherhouse Chapel with their parents 
and classmates. A reception followed Mass, and students there were 
fully aware of what an important milestone Ring Night is in their 
high school journey.

AROUND CAMPUS

Francesca Rosenblum, Colleen Sewell, Claudia Melocchi, and Madeline Price 
pose with their new rings.

Stacey Turner and Breanna Turner ’19

Front row:  Kelly O’Connor ’22, Jacqueline Roberts ’19, Angelina Fresta ’19, 
Erin Murray ’19, and Barbara Zsembik ’20; Back row: event chairs Jackie 
O’Connor, Monica Roberts, Mary Miller Fresta '87, Linda DiOttavio Murray ’86, 
and Mary Zsembik
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AROUND CAMPUS

SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD
In recognition of her outstanding academic 

and athletic achievements which have set an 

example for those who follow her, the Scholar 

Athlete Award was presented to: 

Nina Dzidic

TRIANGLE CLUB OF MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY 
The Triangle Club of Montgomery County 

presents an award for sports, scholarship, and 

service.  We are very proud to have had Teresa 

Hegarty represent Merion Mercy Academy. 

COACHES’ AWARDS
Respected by their coaches and teammates 

for their intensity, desire and commitment, 

the following students were presented with 

the Coaches’ Award:

Grace Bink

Margaret McKernan

Madison Boylan 

Victoria Steinmetz

Rebecca Naser 

CHRISTIAN ATHLETE AWARDS
For their unique ability to combine athletic 

talents along with those qualities which 

embody and represent athletics in the purest 

sense, the Christian Athlete Awards are 

presented to: 

Michelle Giannini

Bryn Spaide

VARSITY SPORTS AWARDS
Awards were presented to our superior 

athletes whose teams cannot be successful 

without them on the field, courts and water. 

They have exceptional talent and a drive to 

push themselves and teammates the extra 

step needed to be successful.

Margo Carlin 

Teresa Hegarty 

Isabella Begley 

Erin Welch 

Cecelia Wendel

Taylor Gregitis 

SENIOR ATHLETE AWARD
She is the backbone of her team—spirited, 

dedicated, and respected by her coaches and 

teammates. The Senior Athlete Award was 

presented to: 

Teresa Hegarty 

BLUE AND GOLD CLUB
This exclusive group is made up of extremely 

talented MMA athletes who are standouts in 

their sports. This year, Merion Mercy inducted 

Margo Carlin into the Blue & Gold Club.

YEAR-END AWARDS 
FOR ATHLETICS 2018-2019

MOST VALUABLE PLAYERS

FALL
Cross Country Rebecca Naser

Field Hockey Emily Hauck ’20 

(Attack)

 Alexandria Lavelle ’20 

(Defense)

Soccer Teresa Hegarty 

Tennis Nina Dzidic

Volleyball Anne Butler

WINTER
Swimming Emma McIntyre ’20 

SPRING
Crew Isabella Begley

Lacrosse Brynn Donnelly ’22 

(Attack)

 Grace Binck (Defense)

Softball Kiersten Krouse ’20

All students listed are from the Class of 2019 unless indicated.

Three Additional Students 
Commit to Athletics on the 
Collegiate Level, Joining 
the Group of 10 Who Were 
Honored Last Semester
Sonja Bjornson ’19, Katie Ernst ’19, and 

Diamond Figueroa ’19 made it official and 

announced their plans to continue their athletic 

careers in college at a signing event. Sonja 

Bjornson will play ice hockey for Providence 

College; Katie Ernst will row for Drexel University; 

and Diamond Figueroa will row for Hobart 

and William Smith Colleges. They join the 10 

MMA senior athletes who were celebrated in 

a ceremony last semester.  In total, 13 MMA 

seniors signed national letters of intent and/

or made commitments to play sports on the 

collegiate level! Three cheers for the blue and 

the gold!

Katie Ernst ’19, Sonja Bjornson ’19, and Diamond Figueroa ’19
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Prior to their departure, more than 100 students, parents, 
and alumnae, including members of MMA’s junior four with 
coxswain which won Henley gold in 2011, came out to cheer 
on the Merion Mercy Lightweight 4+ crew.

The MMA Lightweight 4+ boat, consisting of coxswain 
Cece Wendel ’19, stroke Phoebe DeVlieger ’20, captain and 
3 seat Izzie Begley ’19, 2 seat Taylor Gregitis ’19, bow Erin 
Welch ’19, and alternate Sophia Lamb ’19, proved to be the 
fastest Lightweight 4+ boat in the United States this spring.

At the Youth Nationals, the Merion Mercy Lightweight 4+ boat 
was competing against only a handful of high school teams –

the vast majority of the competitors were powerful club teams, 
which traditionally defeat the scholastic squads in national 
competitions.

This marks the fourth trip to Henley for the Merion Mercy 
program, which is remarkable considering the MMA crew team 
consists of only six boats and 36 rowers, 10 of which are freshmen.

“These [six] girls going to Henley are just a reminder that 
dreams do come true,” Merion Mercy crew head coach Mike 
Brown told the crowd of fans at the send off.

The season ended in the quarter finals after a stellar showing 
and a banner season.

For Merion Mercy Boat, 
A DOMINANT SEASON CONCLUDES AT HENLEY

The Merion Mercy Academy Lightweight 4+ crew won gold at Stotesbury, Scholastic Nationals and Youth Nationals; 

then headed to England to compete for the Groton Cup in the world-famous Henley Women’s Regatta June.

Cece Wendel ’19, Phoebe DeVlieger ’20, Izzie Begley ’19, Taylor Gregitis ’19, Erin Welch ’19, Sophia Lamb ’19, and Coach Mike Brown



10 Mater Matters

commencement 2 O 1 9

IN THE GRADUATION ADDRESS, GRADUATION SPEAKER MARIA MARTINO INSPIRED HER CLASSMATES:

"Let us not go through life afraid of the what ifs. Instead, let us grab the what ifs 
and fly as high as we possibly can. Be ambitious, have seemingly unthinkable 

aspirations, reach goals you once thought were unattainable, fly. We have been 
dreaming our whole lives; it is time to make those dreams our realities."

One hundred and five Merion Mercy Academy seniors 
graduated Sunday, June 2, 2019 on MMA's campus.

TOP: The Class of 2019  BOTTOM LEFT: Members of the Class of 2019 Kelty Eisenhardt, Victoria Steinmetz, Christina Croff, Erin Murray, and Anne Holmes 
pose after Graduation.  BOTTOM RIGHT: Seniors Samantha Pasciullo-Boychuck, Margaret McKernan, Ava Donatucci, and Caroline Giangiordano
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105 
GRADUATES

MEMBERS OF MMA'S 
CLASS OF 2019 RECEIVED

536 
LETTERS OF ACCEPTANCE TO 

152 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

THEY ALSO EARNED

325
MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS

TOTALING

$18,763,520

The Excellence Medal for Highest 

Cumulative Achievement:

MADISON BOYLAN

The Excellence Medal for the 

Highest Achievement in the 

Study of Art:

MEGAN GIARRAPUTO

The Excellence Medal for the 

Highest Achievement in the 

Study of English:

MEGAN STEVENS

The Sister Elizabeth Carroll Award 

for the Highest Achievement in the 

Study of French:

SAMANTHA PASCIULLO-BOYCHUCK

Honorable Mention:

MARY STANISH

The Excellence Medal for the 

Highest Achievement in the 

Study of Latin:

AVA PECORA

Honorable Mention:

MIKAYLA HOLMBECK

The Excellence Medal for the 

Highest Achievement in the 

Study of Mathematics:

MADISON BOYLAN

Honorable Mention:

TERESA HEGARTY

The Excellence Medal for the 

Highest Achievement in the 

Study of Music:

GRACE TORNA

Senior Academic Awards

Former Head of School Sister Christine 
McCann, RSM was named an Honorary 
Alumna at Graduation. At the ceremony, 
Board Chairperson Bill O’Shea made 
it “official.” Sister Christine was then 
presented with a class ring.

Front: Michelle Giannini and Nicolette Perry; 
Back row: Olivia Leuzzi, Margo Carlin, Nicole 
Nowlan, and Mary Katherine Sweeney

Board of Trustees and faculty started a tradition 
where they form an honor guard for seniors to 
pass through on their way to the ceremony.
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The Heart of Mercy Award is presented 

to a graduating senior who exemplifies 

the essence of Mercy.  It is an honor 

bestowed upon the person who has shown 

continuously that she lives in the spirit of 

Catherine McAuley, offering time, effort, 

talent, and compassion to ensure a better 

life for her peers. Mercy is doing and acting 

out of love, believing in it, and living it. The 

person receiving this award is recognized 

for her commitment to the values of the 

Gospel and her example of acting with 

Mercy in the name of God.

By nomination from the faculty and 
seniors, the Heart of Mercy Award 
was presented this year to:

AVA MARIE DONATUCCI

The Service Award is presented to a 

graduating senior in acknowledgment of her 

demonstrated spirit of servant leadership. 

While meeting her academic requirements, 

this student has also responded generously 

to the Gospel call to action. Dedicating 

herself to easing the burdens of those 

in need, this young woman has shown 

exceptional commitment to the core value 

of living mercy and seeking justice through 

her volunteer efforts with MMA-sponsored 

projects and/or community-based programs.

By nomination from the faculty 
and seniors, the Service Award was 
presented this year to:

BRYN SPAIDE

The Loyalty Award is presented to 

a graduating senior who has demonstrated 

extraordinary loyalty and pride in being 

a member of the Merion Mercy school 

community over the past four years. She 

embodies the Academy’s mission to 

educate the whole person through her own 

academic and personal excellence. Beyond 

the moment, she always sees the bigger 

picture of what it is to represent the ideals 

of Merion Mercy, demonstrated through 

her courage to speak and work on behalf 

of her school community.  She acts with 

conviction and integrity in all she does, and 

she understands the importance of being a 

woman of Mercy.

By nomination from the faculty 
and seniors, the Loyalty Award was 
presented this year to:

SAMANTHA PASCIULLO-BOYCHUCK

The Excellence Medal for the Highest 

Achievement in the Study of Science:

MADISON BOYLAN

The Excellence Medal for the Highest 

Achievement in the Study of Social 

Studies:

SAMANTHA PASCIULLO-BOYCHUCK

Honorable Mention:

AVA MARIE DONATUCCI

The Excellence Medal for the Highest 

Achievement in the Study of Spanish:

ISABELLA SANTORI

Honorable Mention:

CHRISTINA CROFF

The Excellence Medal for the Highest 

Achievement in the Study of Theology:

MADISON BOYLAN

Honorable Mention:

AVA PECORA

Senior Claddagh Awards
The Irish claddagh is a symbol befitting the cultural heritage, corporal works, and 

spiritual legacy of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of Mercy.  Often as 

an adornment to a ring, the claddagh depicts a pair of hands holding a heart topped 

by a regal crown.  These three elements form a kind of trinity: the heart, it can be 

said, represents hospitality and compassion; the hands: service and care; the crown: 

leadership and fidelity to one’s cause.  Here at Merion Mercy Academy, we celebrate 

the ways in which these symbols similarly embody our students’ exceptional character 

and achievement.  Today we honor three graduating seniors, in particular, who have 

been recognized by their peers and their teachers as demonstrating personal qualities 

in keeping with one of each of the claddagh’s special features.

Ms. Colleen Mooney Gallagher ’83 and Dinasti Mosley ’19

Senior Academic Awards continued
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Gabrielle Gia Bass 
Tulane University

Isabella Rose Begley 
Syracuse University

Grace Binck 
The University of Scranton

Sonja Doyle Bjornson 
Providence College

Madison Rayne Boylan 
Temple University

Skylar Ardis Brown 
Undecided

Ave Mairead Burke 
Saint Joseph’s University

Anne Rose Butler 
The Pennsylvania University

Yiwen Cao 
New York University

Margo Carlin 
Boston College

Katrina Rae Ventura Carpizo 
University of California, San Diego

Caitlin Cifaldi 
The University of Tampa

Camille LoPresti Cipolloni 
Saint Joseph’s University

Emily Ann Conway 
Saint Joseph’s University

Kaitlyn Rose Conway 
The Pennsylvania University

Anaiyah Coursey 
West Chester University

Christina Isabel Croff Lopez del Valle 
Villanova University

Alexia Santos Cruz 
Loyola University Maryland

Gemma Del Buono 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Sophia Grace DeLucca 
Saint Joseph’s University

Zoie Celeste Dodd 
St. John’s University

Ava Marie Donatucci 
Villanova University

Nina Dzidic 
Fordham University

Kelty Anne Eisenhardt 
Bucknell University

Katherine Marie Ernst 
Drexel University

Diamond Figueroa 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Payton Susann Fox 
Auburn University

Lynn Ann Foy 
Drexel University

Angelina Rose Fresta 
Kutztown University

Carly Ann Gerace 
Cabrini University

Caroline Grace Giangiordano 
St. John’s University

Michelle Elizabeth Giannini 
The Pennsylvania University

Megan Elena Giarraputo 
Nova Southeastern University

Isabelle Margaret Grady 
La Salle University

Taylor Anne Gregitis 
The University of North Carolina 
 at Chapel Hill

Kirsten Anne Grey 
The Catholic University of America

Jenna Catherine Hamilton 
Temple University

Sophia Rose Harris 
Temple University

Olivia Marie Hawley 
Temple University

Teresa Colleen Hegarty 
The University of Scranton

Olivia Ann Henningsen 
Drexel University

Caroline Maria Hernandez 
Loyola University Maryland

Erin Isobel Hoban 
The Pennsylvania University

Mikayla Marie Holmbeck 
Gettysburg College

Anne Gilmore Holmes 
Villanova University

Karysa Barbara Infante 
Temple University

Hope Cecilia Johnson 
Loyola University Maryland

Shannon Elizabeth Kohler 
Temple University

Mira Purohit Kolluri 
Clark University

Christina Marie Krebs 
Drexel University

Sophia Ann Lamb 
Drexel University

Marla Elizabeth Leal 
Fordham University

Olivia Leuzzi 
Drexel University

Chunyi Li 
Sewanee: The University of the South

Margaret Mary Lord 
Drexel University

Maria Francis Martino 
University of Dayton

Lia Anoush Mazmanian 
St. John’s University

Mary Agnes McGovern 
Loyola University Maryland

Margaret Mary McKernan 
The Pennsylvania University

Claire Delaney Miller 
University of Notre Dame

Gwendolyn Elizabeth Moore 
Savannah College of Art and Design

Dinasti Felice Mosley 
West Chester University

Noelle Patricia Mullen 
University of Delaware

Erin Rose Murray 
University of South Carolina

Rebecca Ann Naser 
Stetson University

Nicole Marie Nowlan 
Virginia Tech

Nadia Brianna Pace 
Saint Joseph’s University

Skyler Parzyck 
Loyola University Maryland

Samantha Lynn Pasciullo-Boychuck 
Georgetown University

Samantha Marie Peacock 
Loyola University Maryland

Ava Mary Pecora 
University of Pennsylvania

Nicolette Kristine Perry 
The Pennsylvania University

Mia Catherine Purul 
Cabrini University

Amy Maria Ratigan 
University of Pittsburgh

Jacqueline Elizabeth Roberts 
The Pennsylvania University

Talia Marie Rosati 
The Pennsylvania University

Ava Grace Rosini 
The Catholic University of America

Isabella Jane Santori 
The Pennsylvania University

Mary Grace Schrieber 
University of Dayton

DeNisa Isoke-Ahadi Sondai 
Saint Joseph’s University

Bryn Elizabeth Spaide 
Saint Joseph’s University

Mary Scarlett Stanish 
Temple University

Victoria Hope Steinmetz 
Widener University

Megan Elizabeth Stevens 
Boston College

Katherine Anne Stone 
Widener University

Mary Katherine Sweeney 
Fairfield University

Jeri Terrell 
Jean Madeline Aveda Institute

Angel Thomas 
Cheyney University

Grace Alessandra Torna 
Temple University

Hue Thanh Trang 
Temple University

Meghan Kelly Trusk 
Loyola University Maryland

Breanna Ashley Turner 
Millersville University

Madison Rose Urbano 
Gettysburg College

Robin Lashae Vernon 
St. John’s University

Karlee Rose Warner 
Duquesne University

Erin Catherine Welch 
Boston University

Cecelia Catherine Wendel 
University of Washington

Juliana Joan Wharton 
Loyola University Maryland

KhaLesha Amari Williams 
Thomas Jefferson University

Marleen Starr Winterdal 
The Pennsylvania University

Tianqi Xu 
California Polytechnic State University

Yalda Yaqubi 
Undecided

Xiaoqing Yu 
Syracuse University

Yuxuan Zhou 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Ye Zou 
Drexel University

COLLEGE CHOICES: CLASS OF 2019
THE SCHOOL LISTED IS THE STUDENT’S INSTITUTION OF CHOICE.
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At the end of the 2018-19 fiscal year, Merion 
Mercy marked the conclusion to the Upward 
& Onward capital campaign. Merion Mercy 
recognizes and thanks donors and supporters 
for revitalizing our facility and, as a result, 
transforming the student experience at MMA. 

The Upward & Onward capital campaign began so that MMA 
facilities would further strengthen the quality of a Merion Mercy 
education and provide the best possible learning environment 

for all students.  At MMA, we meet students where they are and 
take them where they want to go. 

Our mission statement promises to provide a holistic 
education which encourages academic and personal excellence, 
and our curriculum stresses mercy spirituality, global awareness, 
and social responsibility, proclaiming, “Within a nurturing 
community, Merion Mercy Academy educates leaders: young 
women who live mercy and seek justice.” Mercy is not passive; 
neither is a Mercy education. Merion Mercy educates young 
women who innovatively serve the needs of our world and will 
continue to do so for generations to come. 

Campaign for the Spot We Love So Well

INNOVATE
In our Innovation Room, students spend time 
brainstorming problems, developing solutions, 
and learning by creating–through coding, 
programming, crafting, and more.  Students 
gain countless skills through our curriculum and 
resources–critical thinking, strategic analysis, and 
problem-solving.

EXPRESS
The inspiring art studios are equipped with 
everything needed for all forms of art instruction–
fine art to digital design. The space also includes 
a student exhibit gallery. The Visual Arts program 
at MMA enables our students to find their 
creative voice and express their dreams, stories, 
and view of the world through use of visual 
media and enhances self-esteem, cognition, and 
critical thinking. 

THRIVE
MMA’s transformative education reaches into and 
beyond the classroom, cultivating "Mercy Girls" 
who are women of purpose. Our students learn 
and grow in the halls and classrooms, on the courts 
and the stage, and in other settings near and far 
in the name of Mercy. Experiential learning takes 
place outside the classroom, which underscores 
our commitment to community building, character 
development, and growth in mind, body, and soul. 

Students continue to move Upward & Onward…

and much more!
14 Mater Matters
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Rooms to Grow
When the renovated building 
opened, the enthusiasm was 
palpable. Among the many 
advantages this capital project has 
given MMA, the expansive, versatile 
space provides endless potential to 
advance the school. These new halls 
are buzzing with the energy of our 
current programs and provide the 
opportunity to grow new initiatives 
with generations of girls who will turn 
their dreams into plans of passion 
and purpose. 

The spaces include:
• Connelly Lyceum

•  Dining Commons Donated by the 
Generosity of the Kelly Foundation

•  Frances M. Maguire ’53 Art & 
Design Center 

•  Jacqueline Kay Fioravanti ’12 
Counseling Suite

• Keating Family Legacy Cross

• Mary’s Garden
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Maura Avington ’15
ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

Bachelor of Arts in Government and Politics; 
Minors in Women's and Gender Studies, Social 
Justice, International Studies, and Theology

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS WHILE 

IN COLLEGE? During my time at St. John's, 

I was privileged to be an Ozanam Scholar 

and participate in a social justice program with an emphasis on global 

citizenship, Vincentian service, and academic leadership. With the Ozanam 

Scholars Program, my cohort and I were able to travel to Puerto Rico, 

Paris, Rome, Ecuador, and Ghana and engaged in service, research, and 

community building in these locations. Inspired by this work and these 

interactions, I also completed an independent study and capstone project 

regarding adolescent pregnancy prevention for indigenous young women 

in Limon Indanza, Ecuador.

WHAT IS AN ESSENTIAL FACTOR IN COLLEGE SUCCESS? Finding mentors, 

communities, and peers who share and encourage your passions is so 

helpful in finding your place in college and beyond. I was lucky to have 

great mentors and professors who engaged with me outside the classroom, 

and fellow students who pushed me to think about ideas and experiences 

beyond my privileged ones. These communities, which I was able to find 

at Merion and St. John's, have provided support, study sessions, and snack 

breaks during my academic career and allowed me to succeed beyond the 

classroom.

HOW DID MMA HELP IN LEADING YOU TO YOUR STUDIES/CAREER 

PLANS? MMA first helped me to realize my passion for social justice 

and women's rights. The Fair Trade Sale and the Social Justice Club first 

helped me tap into these questions I had about the world, and my trip with 

MVP to Bethlehem Farm in West Virginia provided me with an early key 

service experience that showed me the importance of engaging with the 

surrounding community while performing service. Merion also always put 

a keen emphasis on the idea that women could step into any and all roles, 

leading me to focus on women in politics in my studies.

TIPS FOR CURRENT MERION MERCY STUDENTS AS THEY LOOK AHEAD 

TO THEIR NEXT STEPS? I would recommend MMA students to look outside 

the box regarding college options and future plans! I was really lucky to 

have been pointed in the right direction regarding Ozanam, and this unique 

opportunity definitely changed my whole experience at St. John's.

Julie Bevilacqua ’15
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

Bachelor of Science degree in Biology of Global 
Health; Minor in English 

POINTS OF PRIDE OVER THE LAST FOUR 

YEARS? One of my most meaningful 

experiences during my time in college was 

conducting research in an astrobiology lab 

at Georgetown, which gave me the opportunity to conduct my own 

experiments, go on field work, and attend scientific meetings to present my 

work. In lab, I didn’t just practically learn new techniques; research required 

me to take intellectual risks and to transition from learning about things we 

know to exploring the things we don’t know. During our commencement 

weekend, I gave the valedictory address at the Georgetown College honors 

ceremony, and my speech was inspired by these kinds of questions–the ways 

we’re constantly looking for possibility in the darkness, building paths and 

constructing knowledge even when we don’t quite know where we’re going. 

FUTURE PLANS? I’ve just started work as a research assistant at the National 

Institutes of Health, where I’m working in an immunology lab studying 

vaccines for tuberculosis. I’m excited to conduct research that has direct 

global health applications and to learn as much as I can from my new job–

both about immunology and about myself! I’m still discerning my long-term 

plans for the future, and I know this new opportunity will give me a chance 

to see whether I want to pursue research in the future. 

HOW DID MMA HELP IN LEADING YOU TO YOUR STUDIES/CAREER 

PLANS? Merion gave me a solid academic foundation across the board, and 

as a student, I had the chance to explore both a broad set of interests and 

the subjects I wanted to continue studying in college. It’s where I learned 

how much I loved biology and literature, the two main fields I studied in 

college. More than just preparation, though, Merion gave me a confidence 

and curiosity that made me a more vocal student—I was excited to speak up 

in class, ask questions, and have agency over my education. That sense of 

empowerment really started during my time at Merion. 

TIPS FOR CURRENT MERION MERCY STUDENTS AS THEY LOOK AHEAD 

TO THEIR NEXT STEPS: Merion builds time for reflection into our lives 

as students, whether it’s a short meditation in class, a conversation in the 

Counseling Office, or a class retreat. My biggest tip as you move forward 

The Stories Continue…
As many alumnae from the Class of 2015 graduated from college this year, we checked in 

with a few to learn more about the chapters that followed their MMA stories…
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and make decisions about your future is to keep making time for that kind 

of reflection, because it will give you space to think through the parts of 

your life that are really important to you. Taking stock and talking it over 

with other people will help you decide what opportunities you’re looking 

for—and then don’t be afraid to ask for them! 

Jamilah D. Jones ’15
VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY

Bachelor of Arts in Global Interdisciplinary 
Studies: Cultural Studies; Minor in Africana 
Studies

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS OVER THE LAST 

FOUR YEARS? I was President of Lambda 

Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, Inc., a Cultural Ambassador through the Office 

of Intercultural Affairs, and the youngest member to sit on the Board of 

Directors for the Evoluer House. I had the opportunity to lead a service and 

justice experience to Montego Bay, Jamaica through Villanova's Campus 

Ministry. I also earned a Global Studies Scholarship to Peru this upcoming 

November and a Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship to Brazil that will 

start in 2020.

HOW DID MMA HELP IN LEADING YOU TO YOUR STUDIES/CAREER 

PLANS? Mercy and Sisterhood! I consider myself to be values driven, and I 

use the Mercy Core Values to guide the choices I make, especially when it 

comes to academics and a career path. I thank Merion for teaching me how 

to live out my values in my day-to-day life and how to empower my fellow 

sisters to do so as well.

Jasmine Raj ’15
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology; Minor in South 
Asia Studies

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, LEADERSHIP 

POSITIONS, POINTS OF PRIDE OVER THE 

LAST FOUR YEARS? Magna Cum Laude, 

Dean’s List, Psychology Major Honors Program, 

College Alumni Society Research Grant, Psi Chi International Honor Society 

in Psychology, PENNaach Dance Troupe Executive Board (Marketing Chair 

and Alumni Relations Chair), MEDLIFE Penn Head of Volunteer Outreach

FUTURE PLANS? I am currently volunteering for three months in a village 

in Tamil Nadu, India to teach conversational English to middle-school-

aged children. When I return to the States, I hope to gain work experience 

that combines my interests in children and mental health before I pursue 

graduate school. 

WHAT IS AN ESSENTIAL FACTOR IN COLLEGE SUCCESS? Don’t be afraid 

to explore new things and step outside of your comfort zone! The best parts 

of my college experience were taking classes that I never thought I would 

(and declaring them as my major and minor), testing my independence 

by studying abroad in London when I had never lived away from home, 

and trying out for clubs and leadership positions that I never could have 

imagined getting acceptance into because I didn’t think I had the right 

qualifications. 

HOW DID MMA HELP IN LEADING YOU TO YOUR STUDIES/CAREER 

PLANS? Service opportunities, such as Philabundance, Mercy Volunteer 

Program, and Stand 4 Sudan, showed me the meaningful impact of making 

a personal connection with individuals from marginalized communities. The 

value that Merion places on having empathy and spreading compassion led 

me to become interested in better understanding people and using that 

understanding to help them.

Annie Young ’15 
FORDHAM UNIVERSITY 

Bachelor of Science in Integrative Neuroscience 
with a concentration in Cognitive Neuroscience; 
Minor in Business Administration

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, LEADERSHIP 

POSITIONS, POINTS OF PRIDE OVER THE 

LAST FOUR YEARS? I was a member of the 

Fordham University Honors Program, a four-year curriculum of intensive 

Liberal Arts courses, and in my senior year I completed an Honors 

Senior Thesis in Neuroscience with original research on high-level vision 

processing in the brain. Additionally, I was a Campus Ministry Retreat Leader 

and an actor, director, and member of the Student Board for my theatre 

group, the Theatrical Outreach Program.  

FUTURE PLANS? After graduation, I began working as a Clinical Research 

Associate at the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson & Johnson.  

In this role, I assist with operational oversight of numerous oncology clinical 

trials for drugs in our pharmaceutical portfolio. 

WHAT IS AN ESSENTIAL FACTOR IN COLLEGE SUCCESS? I think the 

key to college success is the ability to find balance in your college life.  

My academics were always my most important priority at Fordham, but 

I would not have been able to succeed if I did not continue to fulfill my 

other passions.  Merion taught me the importance of being not only a good 

student, but a well-rounded woman who engages with diverse activities and 

interests outside of the classroom.  

HOW DID MMA HELP IN LEADING YOU TO YOUR STUDIES/CAREER 

PLANS? Merion’s curriculum offered me both rigorous STEM classes and 

challenging Literature and History courses; my four years in these classes 

led me to choose Fordham University’s liberal arts college, which puts equal 

importance on Science and the Humanities.  My educational experience at 

Merion helped me become a critical thinker across subjects, which led me to 

pursue a major and a college curriculum that engaged my mind in all areas. 

TIPS FOR CURRENT MERION MERCY STUDENTS AS THEY LOOK AHEAD 

TO THEIR NEXT STEPS: As you leave Merion to begin the next chapter of 

your journey, stay connected to your alma mater! Come back for College 

Alumnae Days, email life updates to your favorite teachers, and keep in 

touch with your Merion sisters. The sisterhood is always with you!
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M E R I    U N I O N
The Golden Circle medals are annually given to alums in attendance who are 

celebrating their 50th reunion. Members of the class of 1969 gather after the liturgy.

TOP Front Row: Juanita Grana Berti, Diana Scafaria Vincenzo, Sheila Wade Tobin, Victoria Lutz, Angela Maggio, Elizabeth Curlett Barker, Sharon Nolan Silberberg, 
Marguerite Audet Paolantonio, Kathleen Stiles Fimple, and Margaret Moroney McCarty; Back Row: Mary Ann Erthal John, Elizabeth Provost, Geraldine Larkin 
O’Keefe, Karen Drueding Rinaldi, Diane Koser Seltzer,  Marybeth Ayella, Barbara Teti Tretta, Maryellen DeAngelis Bucci, Frances La Noce, and Marguerite 
Hauserman Morans   LEFT Elizabeth Loftus ’14    RIGHT Class of 1974: Claire Brennan Sereni, Susie McCormick Kelleher, Jackie Silk Schulmeister, Marianne Corr, 
Sharon Kelly-Hake, and Kathleen O'Keefe Withington



19FALL 2019 19SUMMER 2018More events will be added. Keep up-to-date with MMA news and events: www.merion-mercy.com/alumnae.

SAVE THE DATES!

College-aged Alumnae Social

Stories with Santa (Alumnae & Children/Grandchildren) 

Meri-union

Sip ’n Bid

End-of-Year Alumnae Association Meeting

Alumnae Association Meeting & Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

Alumnae Bus Trip to NYC

Carol Night

JANUARY

DECEMBER

APRIL

NOVEMBER

JUNE

TOP

Ladies from the Class of 1989: Front: Karen Derago Pilla, Eileen Donovan Litka,  
Karen Marinari Carpenter, Sally Bevlock McGovern,  Marilyn Patterson Thompson, 
and Kelly Rudnick; Back: Kristi Cavanaugh Clements, Gladyce DuBrey Williamson, 
Kara Morley Frech, Christina Davis, Natalie Cerulli, and Aimee Tycenski Keough

BOTTOM

Classmates from 2009 connect with a faculty favorite. Moira Schanne, 
Sister Maureen Christi, RSM, Carolyn Sciblo, Lizzie McManus Streit, Michelle Gerace, 
Colleen Quinn, and Angela Monaco 

SAVE THE DATE 
MERI-UNION  
APRIL 25, 2020
Classes ending in 5 and 0:

2020 is your reunion year!

All alumnae and current and former faculty 

are invited to the Mass and the Reception. 

The Reunion Dinner is for classes ending in 5 and 0. 

For more information, contact Barbara 

Colantuono Harrison ’82 at 610-664-6655, 

ext. 120 or bharrison@merion-mercy.com
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She fondly remembers her love of 
science flourishing at Merion during 
courses such as biology, chemistry, 
physics, and physiology with Mrs. 
McClennen. While Megan was at Merion, 
all students were required to take Latin; 
she recalls Sister Rita Small’s class 
vividly and can still recite the rhymes she 
learned in her class!

Megan’s time at Merion allowed 
her to clearly identify her values of 
compassion and service plus her 
interest in science, pushing her to study 
biology at Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, Maryland. Thanks to her 
AP credits compiled during her time in 

high school, Megan graduated college 
in just three years. Post-graduation, she 
found herself working at an insurance 
company, compiling information 
defending landlords and polluters 
against environmental health claims. 
Soon after, Megan decided that this 
was not the good she wanted to do in 
the world. Megan returned to Johns 
Hopkins to consult a trusted professor 
regarding her calling to serve others; 
the professor recommended public 
health, and Megan soon returned to 
Johns Hopkins to receive a master’s 
degree and Ph.D. in environmental 
health sciences. 

Megan Weil Latshaw ’95 credits her time at Merion 
for giving her self-confidence and a motivation to 
serve others. Today, she is an Environmental Health 
and Engineering professor at her alma mater, Johns 
Hopkins University, while also informing the public 
and lawmakers about how to improve public health 
amidst environmental changes.

but
Merion Girls

“Girls Will Be Girls,

Will Be…”
BY SAMANTHA PASCIULLO-BOYCHUCK ’19

Megan Weil Latshaw ’95 made the most of her time at Merion Mercy Academy. 
Just like many Merion girls, she dedicated herself fully to her academics plus an 
array of extracurriculars, including Ministry Team, MMMT’s drama productions, 

Adopt-a-Grandparent, and Mathletes.
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Dr. Latshaw did not hesitate to put 
her mercy spirit and knowledge to 
work in order to serve others and the 
environment. Megan held the position 
of Senior Director for Environmental 
Health Policy at the Association of 
State and Territorial Health Officials 
in Washington D.C. She served as 
the Environmental Health Director 
at the Association of Public Health 
Laboratories, focusing on creating a 
national biomonitoring system, testing 
for agents of chemical terrorism, and 
building a home base for environmental 
laboratories alongside her team. Both 
of these positions allowed her to 
collaborate with government officials 
focusing on environmental issues facing 

meetings regarding the relationship 
between the environment and public 
health. In addition, Megan has co-
authored several peer-reviewed articles.  

Megan attributes her strong 
commitment to social justice to her time 
at Merion. Also, despite often hearing 
comments regarding how hard it is to 
be a woman working in D.C., Megan 
admits that she never faced this issue 
due to the confidence gifted to her at 
Merion and her belief in the power of an 
educated woman. Although Megan, her 
husband, and their 10-year old daughter 
live in Baltimore, she still ensures that 
her family knows the significance of her 
time at Merion Mercy Academy. She has 
made sure to bring them back with her 
to alumnae events on campus and even 
taught her husband the motto (but he 
puts his own spin on it: “Girls will be 
girls, but Latshaws will be ladies!”). 
Her advice to Merion girls would be 
to follow your heart, making decisions 
based on your values and interests. 
Megan took this advice herself, resulting 
in an impressive career which allows her 
to live out her mission to serve others 
through her own passions. 

public health, providing them with 
action plans and a voice at a national 
level heard by organizations such as 
the US EPA. She also created the State 
Environmental Health Directors group, 
which works to enhance communication 
among states and partners as well as 
provides a forum for discussion.

After working in Washington D.C. for 
15 years, Dr. Latshaw returned to Johns 
Hopkins, where she is the director of two 
master’s degrees programs and teaches 
courses at both the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. She recently finished her 
second year as Chair of the American 
Public Health Association’s Environment 
Section, which allows Megan to join many 
committees and present at important 

“Girls Will Be Girls,

Nominate an Alumna!
It is customary that this sections features alumnae who are doing extraordinary 
work and making an impact in diversely positive ways. 

We believe that MMA students start their high school journeys as girls with big dreams and grow into 
women of passion and purpose. We invite you to nominate an alumna for a future “Girl Will Be Girls, 
but Merion Girls Will Be…” profile.

Please send any submissions, including alumna’s name and why you suggest her for the profile, 
to Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90 at kcawley@merion-mercy.com.

Megan’s advice to Merion girls 
would be to follow your heart, 
making decisions based on 
your values and interests. 
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class notes
Share Your News! 
Merion Mercy Academy encourages all alumnae to share news in the Class Notes section of 
Mater Matters. To contribute, send your news to kcawley@merion-mercy.com or write to: 
Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90, Alumnae News, 511 Montgomery Ave., Merion Station, PA 19066.
(Class Notes may be edited for length, grammar, and content.)

The Seventies
Patricia Flatley Brennan ’71 sent this 
update with her Annual Fund gift, “I am 
delighted to report that I am receiving 
an honorary degree (Ph.D.) from Emory 
University, after which I’ll be taking a 
10-day trip through Dublin and Northern 
Ireland with Katie McGinty ’71.”

Kathleen Gleason Beavis ’76 shared this 
update with her Annual Fund gift, “Bruce 
and I welcome alums traveling through 
Chicago. Our daughter Katherine is 
studying Classics and Art History at the 
University of Chicago and digging at a 
Phoenician site in Israel this summer. I still 
love to travel and my work as a pathologist, 
teaching medical students and improving 
medical laboratory testing, has taken me 

to Paris, Berlin, Kiev, and Saudi Arabia in 
the last few months. Best travel is back to 
Philadelphia and the Jersey shore to see 
my family and my alumna mom, Helen 
McEwen Gleason ’53.”

MMA welcomed “Mama” Arlene Brown 
and Katie Duffy Keating ’77 to campus 
to speak to a group of Theology students 
and faculty/staff. Mama is the founder 
of Urukundo Village in the Muhanga 
District of Rwanda, a home and learning 
center for vulnerable children. MMA 
alumnae Katie Duffy Keating ’77 and 
her daughter, Katrina Keating ’12, 
have served in the Urukundo Village, 
committed to grow this important 
mission, and forged a relationship with 
Mama. MMA was grateful to have Mama 
and Katie on campus to provide insight 

into this incredible, life-changing place 
and the meaningful parallels of Mama’s 
work to Catherine McAuley’s early 
days on Baggot Street—two women of 
passion and purpose who have positively 
impacted the lives of countless people 
through education, compassion, and care.

We may have a record for the most 
Merion alums in attendance at a wedding! 
When Alison Ryan ’05, daughter of 
Leslie Drialo Ryan ’78, married Mike 
Tucker on July 13, both mother and 
daughter had Merion sisters on hand 
to celebrate. Attending from the class 
of 1978 were Diane Dooner Murphy, 
Donna Rodgers Arronson, Alison Boles 
Casey, Lisa McNamee McClernon, Lisa 
Nicolella Farrell, Mary Lawlor King, 
Miriam Polillo O’Neill, and Suzanne 
McGettigan Kelly, along with Denise 
Drialo Brown ’76, and Barbara Ryan 
Flynn ’77. Joining in the celebration 
with the bride from the class of 2005 
were Allison O’Neill Cleary, Kasey 
Meehan, Rita Smedile, Moira Lake 
Barker, and Molly McShane Stefanski.

●  A record-setting number of alums were in attendance for the wedding of Alison Ryan Tucker 
’05 in July. FRONT ROW: Diane Dooner Murphy ’78, Donna Rodgers Arronson ’78, Alison Boles 
Casey ’78, mother of the bride Leslie Drialo Ryan ’78, Alison Ryan Tucker ’05, Lisa McNamee 
McClernon ’78, Denise Drialo Brown ’76, Lisa Nicolella Farrell ’78, Barbara Ryan Flynn ’77, 
and Mary Lawlor King ’78, Miriam Polillo O'Neill ’78, and Suzanne McGettigan Kelly ’78; 
BACK ROW: Allison O'Neill Cleary, Kasey Meehan, Rita Smedile, Moira Lake Barker, 
and Molly McShane Stefanski.
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The Eighties
Marusia Hladun ’85 is teaching French 
in the Halton School District in Ontario, 
Canada. "My five children are growing 
happy and healthy!" she writes. "Ivanna, 
28, is a Juris Doctor across two borders 
specializing in litigation; Roxy, 26, is 
a scientist and proud mama of six-
month-old Liam with her husband 
James; Christina, 23, graduated cum 
laude in Recreation Management and is 
currently globe-trotting; Lev, 19, is my 
strong one heading into firefighting; 
and Luca, 6, is getting ready to tear up 
Grade 2. I am still living in Canada, 
traveling the world when I am not 
teaching, and enjoying where life takes 
me. Hope all is well with everyone!" 

Liz Sullivan ’85 shared, “November 
will mark seven years since I moved 
to Northern California from the 
Philadelphia suburbs. For the last five 
years, I have served as the Director of 
Communications and Executive Editor 
for the Roman Catholic Diocese of San 
Jose. I am proud to say I use many of 
the core values I learned at MMA in my 
everyday life. While I love what I do and 
where I live, I do miss going to Eagles 
and Phillies games, soft pretzels, Wawa, 
and hoagies.”

The Nineties
Congratulations to Alicia Tana Rowan ’90, 
who was named Teacher of the Year 
in 2018. Alicia is a K-4 Language 
Arts Coordinator/Reading Resource 
Teacher for Immaculate Conception 
School (ICS) in Towson, Maryland, a 
parish school within the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore. “We are truly blessed that 
Alicia chose the vocation of teaching 
in a Catholic school … in our Catholic 
school!” ICS stated. According to 
Alicia, her years at Merion Mercy and 
Saint Joseph’s University have been 
instrumental to her success. “The 

anyone remember the craft fair she 
helped us organize to raise funds for a 
school in the Caribbean that had been 
damaged by a hurricane? We made all 
kinds of crafts with French sayings on 
them to sell to other students. It was 
the first thing I thought of when I read 
about the project in Georgia. Studying a 
language at Merion really does bring you 
closer to others. The more time passes, 
the more I appreciate Sister Patricia and 
all my Merion teachers for the love they 
showed us and the love they taught us to 
show others.”

Katie Devlin Brogan ’93 shared this 
update: “I worked for 10 years at The 
Wharton School in the Executive 
Education Department, and then took 
a five-year break to focus on raising my 
three daughters. Then, in October 2018, 
I returned to the workforce and am now 
the Assistant Director of Professional 
Development for the Fitzpatrick College 
of Nursing at Villanova University.”

Susan Momenee-Cush ’93 was recently 
promoted to Vice President of RSD 
Business Operations Management at 
Lincoln Financial. 

Sisters of Mercy continue to be an 
inspiration to me,” she said. “They put 
me on the path to serve as a teacher in 
Catholic schools.” 

Tracey Quinlan Dougherty ’90 wrote, 
“After spending 10 years as a freelance 
writer and editor, I recently started a new 
business. It’s an Etsy shop called Rhyme 
and Reason Books, which sells vintage 
children’s books and paper goods for 
collectors and crafters. More importantly 
to me, since I’m also a volunteer literacy 
instructor, a portion of each sale benefits 
children’s literacy.” Tracey’s shop 
recently donated to a Smyrna, Georgia, 
high school to help its French National 
Honor Society create original children’s 
books in the French language to donate 
to schoolchildren in Senegal and Benin. 

“I chose to support that project for two 
reasons. First, because it helped young 
readers AND young writers on two 
sides of the world. And second, because 
it reminded me so much of my days as 
a French student at Merion,” she said. 
“Sister Patricia Roux, RSM encouraged 
everyone in her French class to be an 
engaged citizen of the world. Does 

class notes

●  Teacher of the Year Alicia Tana Rowan ’90 (right) credited the Sisters of Mercy as an 
inspiration to her career in Catholic schools. Alicia works at Immaculate Conception School, a 
parish school within the Archdiocese of Baltimore, Maryland.
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The 00s
Lindsey McClennen Silva ’02 won 
entry into the "Hall of Femme" Women 
to Watch in Marketing for the Medical 
Media and Marketing Society, the main 
medical marketing trade association. 
She won this award, the equivalent of an 
Emmy or Espy for her industry, for her 
oversight of Radius Pharmaceuticals’ 
marketing campaign to launch a new 
drug, Timlos. As part of the campaign, 
Radius Pharmaceuticals rang the bell to 
open the NASDAQ stock exchange at 
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, August 7, 2019.

Shannon Morrison Schriver ’04 spoke 
to AP Computer Science Principles 
students about her journey in a career 
of cybersecurity. She attended the 
University of Notre Dame and was 

class notes

only one of two female students in her 
class studying Computer Science and 
Engineering at the time. MMA supports 
our women in STEAM and continually 
looks for opportunities for them to grow 
in these competitive areas.

Raquel Toledo ’06 was recently 
honored as "Rookie of the Year" by the 
Civil Division of the U.S. Department 
of Justice, where she has worked as 
a Trial Attorney since October 2015. 
Raquel loves her work in the Consumer 
Protection Branch, where she brings 
both civil enforcement actions and 
criminal prosecutions enforcing the 
federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
and other statutes designed to protect 
consumers. Raquel began her DOJ 
career after graduating from Columbia 
University with her law degree and a 
master’s degree in public health. She 
graduated from Harvard College in 2010. 
Raquel married Brian Kroener, a family 
medicine physician, in November 2016 in 
Washington, D.C. Some of her happiest 
memories from Merion are of performing 
in MMMT musicals and concerts. She 
is happy to report that she continues to 
sing as a cantor at St. Thomas Apostle 
parish, where she and Brian have found a 
wonderful choir and faith community.

Madeline Cobb ’07 shared, “I am a 
French teacher in Vermont. Each year we 
have a January term in which teachers 
offer classes constructed from the 
passions of our students and faculty. 
With my background in back country 
trails and wild land fire fighting, I chose 
to teach a class entitled ‘She Persists.’ In 
the course, students interviewed 
(via Skype) 11 women in non-traditional 
female careers. Among those interviewed 
were MMA graduates Mara Piltin ’06 
(surgeon), Kaitlin Soper Hafensteiner ’09 
(Navy helicopter pilot), and Johanne 
Sterling ’07 (recruiter at Google). The 
impact these conversations had on my 
students was incredible! The girls were 
blown away by the confidence and drive 
of the women they interviewed. I have 
been approached to make this a semester– 
long course and am looking forward to 
working with more Merion alumnae who 
are doing incredible things!” 

Moriah Mifka ’08 married Darius 
L. Hughes Sr. on June 7, 2019 in the 
wedding chapel at the Bellagio in Las 
Vegas. “We were accompanied by our 
three-year old son, Darius L. Hughes Jr.; 
my 10-year-old stepdaughter, Serenity J. 
Hughes; our parents; my brother Michael 
J. Mifka (St. Joe’s Prep ’07) and his 
wife Jaci Mifka; close family; and some 

●  Lindsey McClennen Silva ’02 (foreground) 
was on hand at the NASDAQ stock 
exchange on August 7, 2019, when her 
employer, Radius Pharmaceuticals, rang 
the opening bell as part of her marketing 
campaign to launch a new drug, Timlos.

●  Shannon Morrison Schriver ’04 spoke to AP Computer Science Principles students 
about cybersecurity.
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friends, including MMA graduate Rachel 
Mancini ’08 and her fiancé Orlando 
Almonte,” she wrote.

Lili Dodderidge ’09 was the speaker 
at the Class of 2019’s Senior Farewell 
Assembly. Lili graduated from 
Georgetown University in 2013. Out 
of college, Lili began working at the 
Center for Hunger-Free Communities, 
a research and advocacy center out of 
Drexel University’s School of Public 
Health. Feeling a call to pursue her 
long-time interest in the field of 
education, Lili left her full-time job at 
the Center to do a year of service at 
Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School, 
teaching mathematics. After the year 
of service, Lili was hired full time, and 
her role continues to grow. Currently, 
she serves as the Assistant Principal of 
Academic Affairs. She is also pursuing a 
graduate degree in Education Policy at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

The Tens
Courtney Devine ’13 shared, “Upon 
graduating from Villanova in 2017, I 
began working as a Marketing Specialist 
at SAP. Julianne D’Orazio ’13 recently 
graduated with her master’s in technical 
entrepreneurship from Lehigh University 
in 2019 and has joined me at SAP.” In 
the spring of 2019, Julianne accepted 
a coaching position with MMA’s JV 
lacrosse team.

Nolan Campbell ’14 spoke with the 
Class of 2019 as part of an Annual Fund 
education initiative. Nolan graduated 
from Fairfield University in 2018. She 
was inspired to come back and talk 
with MMA students by the dozens of 
alumnae who supported her through 
her post-college job search. “I went 
onto to LinkedIn and searched for any 
Merion graduate I could find in nursing 
or health care and messaged them 
individually. I probably sent emails 
to at least 30 Merion graduates. The 
responses I got back were resounding! 
These women gave me advice on how 
to approach nurse recruiters, offered to 
pass along my resume, and even offered 
me part-time work. I finally landed my 
dream job, and I certainly would not 

have gotten there with the help of my 
Merion sisters.”

After completing her 1L year at Villanova 
Law, Meghan Rafter ’14 had the 
opportunity to intern for Merion alumna 
The Honorable Susan Sheppard ’84, 
New Jersey Superior Court in Cape May 
Court House, New Jersey. 

Megan Bevilacqua ’15 is preparing to 
move to France for seven months after 
being awarded a teaching fellowship 
through the Teaching Assistant 
Program in France (TAPIF). The French 
equivalent of a Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistant Program, TAPIF 
is a program of France Éducation 
international, and its goal is to 
strengthen English language instruction 
by placing native English-speaking 
teachers in French schools. Beginning 
in October, Megan will teach English 
to primary school students in Poitiers, 
France. A 2019 graduate of Saint 
Joseph’s University, Megan spent part of 
her junior year in Paris, France.

A Georgetown University speakers’ 
event brought two Merion alumnae—one 
on the dais and one in the audience—
together in October. Julie Bevilacqua ’15, 
then a senior at Georgetown, was in 

●  Lili Dodderidge ’09 (left) spoke to the 
students saying that "the sisters that you 
gain through a Merion education are what 
will keep you - you!" Meagan Sloan ’06 
(right), Chair of the Alumnae Association 
Executive Officers, assisted in inducting the 
Class of 2019 as Merion Mercy Alumnae.

●  Classmates Courtney Devine ’13 and 
Julianne D’Orazio ’13 reconnected at work 
at SAP.

●  Megan Rafter ’14 (left) interned for The 
Honorable Susan Sheppard ’84 (right), 
New Jersey Superior Court, over the 
summer.
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Weddings 

Alison Ryan ’05 to Mike Tucker,  
on July 13, 2019

Gina Piccioni to Joe Briscella,  
on July 13, 2019

Moriah Mifka ’08 to Darius L. Hughes, Sr.,  
on June 7, 2019

class notes

The Executive Board consists of three Board 
Members: a chair and two co-chairs. Each 
Board member will share equally the roles and 
responsibilities of the Executive Board. Each 
Member of the Executive Board will serve as a 
liaison for specific programs within the Alumnae 
Association. These programs will be established 

by the Executive Board at the beginning of each 
term. Please submit names for the slate to 
Mrs. Barbara Colantuono Harrison '82 at 
bharrison@merion-mercy.com or 610.664.6655, 
ext. 120 by March 1, 2020 . The slate will be 
presented to the alumnae and confirmed at the 
Alumnae Association meeting on June 9, 2020.

Merion Mercy Alumnae Association is accepting nominations for the Executive Board 
of the Alumnae Association to serve a two-year term, beginning September of 2020. 

attendance to hear featured speaker 
Patricia McGuire ’70, who addressed 
“Taking Action Amid Crisis for the 
Catholic Church.” McGuire currently 
serves as president of Trinity 
Washington University, a Roman 
Catholic university in Washington D.C. 

Front page news! The Philadelphia 
Inquirer recognized 32 Villanova 
University students who won Fulbright 
awards this school year, and we are proud 
to share that alumna Jamilah Jones ’15 
was among them. Fulbrights are one of 
the most prestigious post-baccalaureate 
awards in the country. Jamilah is now 
teaching English in Brazil. 

●  Julie Bevilacqua ’15 (left) met Trinity 
Washington University President Patricia 
McGuire ’70 (right) at a Georgetown 
University speakers’ event in October 2018.

●  On a University of Scranton service trip this 
past summer, Mei Lin McElhill ’16 (front 
row, right) and a few of her fellow students 
posed with fourth-grade students at a 
Catholic school located right outside of 
San Salvador, El Salvador. A University of 
Scranton program also funds the school.

Erica Murphy ’15 was selected as the 
Department of Electrical Engineering’s 
Student Marshal for Penn State’s 
commencement ceremony on May 3. 
According to the university, “College 
of Engineering student marshals are 
selected for their outstanding academic 
achievement and contributions to 
engineering student life.” While at 
Penn State, Erica earned the Evan Pugh 
Scholar Award and the President’s 
Freshman Award. A Schreyer Honors 
College student, she also received 
several scholarships. “As a freshman, I 
originally thought I’d go into biomedical 
or biochemical engineering, but I 
soon found my passion in electrical 
engineering,” she said. “I love that 
my research allows me to apply 
electrical engineering principles—from 
circuit board design to digital signal 
processing—to advance biomedical 
technology.” After graduation, she began 
working for Boeing as an electrical 
engineer in the Engineering Career 
Foundation Program. 

Mei Lin McElhill ’16, a rising senior at 
The University of Scranton, traveled 
to El Salvador upon completion of 
the spring semester. This service trip, 
sponsored by Scranton’s Campus 
Ministries in partnership with Christians 

for Peace in El Salvador (CRISPAZ),  
“challenged me to completely immerse 
myself into another culture and to be 
open to learning,” she wrote.  Mei Lin’s 
full reflection on her experience was 
published in Scranton’s Royal News on 
July 2, 2019.
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Matthew and Kellyann McClain Silk ’02, a son, Owen McClain

Rich and Nicole Andreacchio Amelio ’04, a son, Michael

Dan and Mary Ellen Lotkowski Biehl ’05, a son, Joel Francis

Mark and Elana Mele Kachhi ’03, a daughter, Alessandra Sabrina

Dan and Stephanie Andreacchio Post ’07, a son, Nolan

Clay and Katie Murphy Smith, Faculty, a daughter, Charlotte Theresa

Arrivals

● Joel Francis

● Michael ● Charlotte Theresa

● Nolan

● Owen

● Alessandra Sabrina

class notes
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Sister Ellen Cavanaugh, RSM, F/S

Mary F. Corr, P’74,’76, GP’21

Paul  Corr, P’74,’76, GP’21

Barbara “Bonnie” Gowen ’60

James Peter Hall, P’12

John J. Killeen, P’95,’99

Susan Girelli Rosati ’77

Ed Simpson, F/S

Bernadette Milani Sweeney ’78, P’06

Loved ones submitted the names of Merion Mercy Academy 

alumnae, parents, and faculty/staff. The MMA community extends 

its sincere condolences to their families and friends.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon them. May the souls of all the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Key: ’ followed by year is alumna

P=Parent        GP=Grandparent        T=Trustee        F/S=Faculty/Staff

In Memoriam

Prayer for The Eternal Rest

class notes
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Your financial support of the MMAnnual Fund fortifies our foundation and allows Merion 
to broaden its reach while strengthening our core values, ensuring that Merion Mercy Academy 

remains a firmly rooted pillar in all girls’ Catholic education. 

To help Merion Mercy continue to grow in Mercy, please make your donation to the 
MMAnnual Fund today. Your gift allows us to further support the many opportunities 

an all-girls’ education provides for our students.

You can make your donation by visiting our website at 
merion-mercy.com/donateonline, 

find us on venmo @merionmercy, 
or send a check in the enclosed envelope.

We depend on the strong foundation that roots us in our unique legacy.

As we continue to grow in Mercy…

Servi
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Faith
Tra

ditio
n

Global Leadership
Social Justice

Academic Excellence

Legacy



MERION MERCY ACADEMY
511 Montgomery Avenue
Merion Station, PA 19066

For more information, event registration, and ways to support Sip ’n Bid, 
the school’s largest fundraising event, please visit www.merion-mercy.com/sipnbid.


