Mater Matters
Fall 2017

Opening Comments

From the Head of School
During new construction,
when it is time to erect
the steel supports, the
construction company
invites the owner to sign
one of the steel beams.
So last year at this time we considered who should have
the ceremonial privilege of signing. I have often noticed
the extent to which our students take pride in and
ownership of their school building; thus, the entire student
body along with faculty and some alums, board members,
and parents marched out to the old tennis court area,
scripted their names, and awaited the hoisting of the piece
into its resting place along the north wall of the faculty
dining area. Although covered by ceiling tiles, this piece of
steel is a testament to the high regard in which students,
alumnae, and other constituents hold their school.
We had a similar experience in September at the student
ribbon cutting. The whole student body assembled along
the north drive with seniors holding the ceremonial blue
and gold ribbon in one hand and a pair of scissors in
the other. On cue, all cut their piece of ribbon, and then
with audible “oohhs and aahhs” and lots of cheers, the
student body flowed into the new wing, excitedly coming
in the new entrance and walking in pairs and groups
throughout the renovated areas. In planning, we had this
picture of the students walking in single file through the
new corridors and rooms. What were we thinking! The
students took possession immediately, marveling at the
size and beauty of their new space. Soon, the new halls
began to buzz with the energy of current programs and in
expectation of coming initiatives.

Just before graduation each year, as I walk down the senior
hallway and glance at the newly emptied lockers, I think
about the ownership each girl has in her alma mater. While
here, the locker serves as her own piece of MMA real estate:
the place that tells her she belongs, the place she goes to
upon arriving each day, and, usually, the last place she
stops before departing. Understandably, it can be a sad
moment when the locker is relinquished for the last time.
Our goal, though, is for that sense of ownership to be as
strong as steel as our students go forth with the tools to
build new spaces where mercy and justice prevail.

Sister Barbara Buckley ’72
Head of School
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It has been an exceptional time
at MMA! When the renovated
building opened, the enthusiasm
was palpable. Among the many
advantages this capital project has
given MMA, the expansive, versatile
space provides endless potential to
advance the school. The new halls
are already buzzing with the energy of
our current programs and provide the
opportunity to grow new initiatives.
The stone, glass, and mortar of the
Upward & Onward building project
further enable our Merion Mercy
dreams to become realities and our
Mercy legacy to thrive.
In the photo: Bryn Spaide ’19,
Cara Keller ’20, Annamarie Palermo ’20,
Meredith Mackenzie ’18, and Nadia
Pace ’19 stand in front of the new space.

the class of
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One hundred and twenty-four Merion Mercy Academy seniors graduated
Sunday, June 4, 2017, on MMA’s campus. Now, they are making an impact
on more than 60 campuses across the country and abroad. #livemercy
Members of MMA’s Class of 2017 received

564 letters of acceptance
from 158 colleges and universities.
They also earned

277 merit scholarships,
totaling $14,816,600.
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university and college

d e c i s i o n s

The school listed is the student’s institution of choice.
Olivia Jean Anderson

Hannah Mavourneen Crilley

Moira Kelly Garvey

University of Notre Dame

The University of Scranton

The University of Scranton

Hannah YuYing Bacso

Olivia Margay D’Angelo

Loyola University Chicago

James Madison University

Kelly Rose Margaret Baffa

Gabrielle Mary Depommier

Christina Nina Giuliani

Duquesne University

Bloomsburg University
of Pennsylvania

Saint Joseph’s University

The University of Scranton

Cabrini University

Allison Nicole Gutleber

Caitlin Melo

Catherine Gillen Schrieber

Julia Bagent
Loyola University Maryland

Mary Elise Bastian
Clemson University

Kristen Bridget Beckett
Franklin & Marshall College

Brittney Elizabeth
Bedrossian
Ursinus College

Shannon Araxie
Bedrossian
Loyola University Maryland

Caroline Grace Belmont
West Chester University of
Pennsylvania

Taylor Belton
Temple University

Tarathon Boonngamanong
American University

Jessica Lynn Boyle
Philadelphia University

Sahara Caldwell
George Mason University

Sarah Elizabeth Capuzzi
The George Washington
University

Nadia Elena Carlino
The Catholic University of
America

Shannon Marie Carroll
Gwynedd Mercy University

Emma Mary Cartrite
Cornell College

Sarah Castor
Cornell University

Cameron Rose Centrella
University of Pittsburgh

Yasmine Unique Chambers
Saint Joseph’s University

Weiyue Chen
Mount Holyoke College

Sarah Florence Collington
Loyola University Maryland

Mairead Frances Collins
Immaculata University

Rosemarie Kathleen
McKnight

Alexandra Jane
Scannapieco

Gianna Terese Giacomin

Pennsylvania State University

Saint Joseph’s University

Kelsey Elizabeth
McMenamin

The George Washington
University

Sophia Isabella Scarpone

Pennsylvania State University

Wellesley College

Clemson University

The University of Scranton

Alexandra Vivian Harvey

Josephine Susan Messina

Daniela Teresa Sciulli

Caroline Mary DeVoto

Pennsylvania State University

Kiera Danielle Devers

James Madison University

Bucknell University

Felicia Antonia Sciulli

University of Notre Dame

Anne Margaret Hughes

Lindsay Ruth Messina

Nicole Renee DiAntonio

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Millersville University of
Pennsylvania

Temple University

Julianne Claire Shea

Temple University

Pilar Maria Jackson

Alessandra Fede
DiBenedetto

Temple University

Thérèse Barbara Mills

James Madison University

Zhaoye Elena Ji
University of California, Davis

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Morgan Anna Sherman

Temple University

Julia Keenan Moore

Meredith Erin Shields

Alay’na Taylor DiSanto
Drexel University

Paige Cole Divon
West Chester University
of Pennsylvania

Aileen Marie Dugan
Saint Mary’s College

Lada Dzidic

Julianna Frances Julia
Saint Joseph’s University

Mary Kolbe Keating
Harvard University

Melissa Anne King
Coastal Carolina University

Avery Springer Kirk

Temple University

Pennsylvania State University,
Schreyer Honors College

Kathryn Joy Eddowes

Maura Anne Koob

Rutgers UniversityNew Brunswick

Maeve Treasa Eells
Temple University

Keani Fumilayo Egunjobi
Hampton University

Rylie Marie Eisenhardt
Villanova University

Caroline Reilly Ercole
The University of Tampa

Boston College

Angela Marie Nunno
Saint Joseph’s University

Caila Michelle Olivo

Kaely Elizabeth Kyle

Brittany Maria Ott

High Point University

Boston College

Morgan Rae Lamb
Boston College

Maida Elizabeth
Pannepacker

Alana Siobhan Loftus

The Catholic University
of America

University of Pittsburgh

Qichen Lu
Rutgers UniversityNew Brunswick

Pennsylvania State University

Saint Joseph’s University

Kelsey O’Connor Farkas

Emma Catherine Lynch

Columbia University

The University of Scranton

Emily Taylor Maminski

Temple University

Saint Joseph’s University

Juliana Maria Fiorilli

Chiara Christine Mancuso

Pennsylvania State University,
Abington

Nina Leslie Flick

Old Dominion University

Emma Caroline Paolini

The University of Scranton

Jada Smith
Holy Family University

Alaina Marie Sokolski
University of Pittsburgh

Caroline Elizabeth Steller
Marquette University

Theresa Marie Stewart
Loyola University Maryland

Meredith Paige Stitt
Fordham University

Brenna Rose Stone
Pennsylvania State University

Allison Helen Stranick
Gettysburg College

Kristina Antoinette Sweeney

Fordham University

The College of New Jersey

Elise Marie Parker

Emily Rose Tecco

The Catholic University
of America

Pennsylvania State University

Sierra Thompson

Gianna Carina Penezic

Villanova University

Saint Joseph’s University

Cameron Christine Toddy

Julia Picciotti

Longwood University

Loyola University Maryland

Katherine Rose Troy

Colleen Rafter

Gettysburg College

Temple University

Duquesne University

Jessica Megan Westerfer

Mary Catherine Markey

Jennifer Constanza
Ramirez

Temple University

Sierra Leone Williams

Boston University

Hampton University

Lauren Hanlon Reynolds

Janan Azaria Kiara Wilson

Pennsylvania State University

Villanova University

Julia Maria Riccitelli

Margaret Shea Wilson

Loyola University Maryland

Dickinson College

Anna Larkin McFillin

Erin Rogers

Alison Grace Zarella

The Catholic University
of America

Kristen Nicole Matz

Tara Christine Fowler

Temple University

University of Dayton

Kierra Nicole Maynard

Marlowe Dean Galbraith

West Chester University
of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania State University

Jaime Elizabeth Natale

Dickinson College

Olivia Angelina Luciano

Marquette University

Erin Michaela Moran
Temple University

Temple University

Xinyi Fan

Lindsey Rose Farrell

Leiden University College
The Hague

University of Miami

Michaela Rose Coppinger

Elizabeth Dorothy
Gallagher

Temple University

Saint Louis University

St. John’s University Queens Campus

Emily Rose Crawford

Lara Elizabeth Garrity

Jeanne McGill

Adrienne Rufus

Saint Joseph’s University

George Mason University

Drexel University

Lafayette College

Clemson University
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Student Speech
Given by: Maida

(abridged)

Pannepacker ’17

In the graduation address, Graduation
speaker and Student Council President Maida
Pannepacker encouraged her classmates
to continue to shine and be a light for all,
concluding “Always remember that our name is
Mercy and our spirit is compassion.”
“NO WORK OF CHARITY CAN BE MORE PRODUCTIVE

Graduation speaker and Student Council President Maida Pannepacker delivers
the graduation address.

OF GOOD TO SOCIETY THAN THE CAREFUL
INSTRUCTION OF WOMEN.”
These words of profound wisdom are the words of
Catherine McAuley, the foundress of the Sisters of Mercy.
I know she is humbled yet animated with excitement at the
sight of the 124 young women of mercy here this afternoon
carrying on her charism. She is looking at intelligent young
women. She is looking at leaders. She is looking at young
women who are very fortunate and who are also committed to
make the plight of the less fortunate a part of their lives…
This institution of Mercy has instructed us…carefully
instructed us. We are multi-cultural and now, multi-lingual.
We are accomplished women in science and mathematics,
and politics will not stop us from being smart. We understand
the challenges of this changing world and we are ready to
explore it further and change the landscape as we see fit. We
love the arts and as painters, sculptors, writers, and musicians
we create beauty.
What has not been offered to us in our time here? We have
been instructed in our classrooms, guided by our wonderful
counselors and coached to unlock our potential. We have been
reprimanded by many and fed by the best. Most importantly,
we have been loved. With much nurturing, we have really
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Nina Flick and Elizabeth Gallagher

grown up in these last four years. We are not the same meek
little freshman our parents dropped off a short time ago. It
is clear we are poised and intelligent, we hope it makes this
abundantly clear: we will be good leaders. We may not all hold
public office or be the leader that is in the news, but we will lead.
We will lead with the values our parents and teachers have
instilled. We will always search for morally right paths. We may
lead a protest march or lead a child to a book for the first time.
We may lead someone to recovery, lead a woman or man to a

Commencement 2017

Claddagh Awards
The Irish claddagh is a symbol
befitting the cultural heritage,
corporal works, and spiritual legacy
of Catherine McAuley, foundress
of the Sisters of Mercy. It is
comprised of three elements: the
heart representing hospitality and
compassion, the hands representing
service and care, and the crown
representing leadership and fidelity

homeless shelter, or even have the lead in a Broadway play. The possibilities are endless
because our education here has fostered leadership qualities in each one of us.
What we have learned here at Merion Mercy, outside of the traditional classroom,
cannot be described in any course selection catalog. Companions on this four-year
journey, we have been taught to recognize the plight of the poor and disenfranchised:
to first see and then stand with them. This careful instruction has manifested itself
into a class with eyes for others and a vision of what our lives mean and what our
world needs. We will continue our mission to be for others and with others. What
mercy is and what mercy does is embedded in us. Our education and development
have taught us to look into the faces of those who suffer… who ask us not to look
away. We never needed to look further than our teachers and administrators, or the
paintings in our school chapel to see people who never look away. They, like Jesus,
and like Catherine, are our role models. Now we must be models for mercy.
My hope and prayer is that the spirit of Catherine, that beautiful woman of mercy,
lives on in each of us. Continue to shine as you do today. Continue to be light for all
around you. Be beautiful. Be daring. Always remember that our name is Mercy and our
spirit is compassion.

to one’s cause. We celebrate the ways
in which these symbols similarly
embody our students’ exceptional
character and achievement.

The Heart of Mercy Award
is presented to a graduating senior
who exemplifies the essence of Mercy,
offering time, effort, talent and in the
spirit of Catherine McAuley.

2017 Recipients:
Anne Hughes
Elise Parker

The Service Award
is presented to a graduating senior
for her demonstrated spirit of servant
leadership in responding generously to
the Gospel call to action and seeking
justice through her volunteer efforts
with MMA-sponsored projects and/or
community-based programs.

2017 Recipient:
Morgan Sherman

The Loyalty Award
is presented to a graduating senior who
has demonstrated extraordinary loyalty
and pride in the Merion Mercy school
community, acting with conviction
and integrity in all she does, and
understanding the importance of being
a woman of Mercy.

2017 Recipient:
Maida Pannepacker
Olivia Anderson , Hannah Crilley, Kristen Beckett, Meredith Stitt, and Paige Divon

Fall 2017
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The Circle of Mercy...

Roots Us in Faith and Lifts Us in Hope
A few years ago, the Sisters of Mercy began to envision
one Mercy Education System organized under an

for dozens of programs that have grown and thrived. One of

institute-wide governance model and announced “that

her many legacies at MMA will be her role as co-founder and

our mutual passion for service and our love of the

Director of Mercy Volunteer Program (MVP), which is a full-

cherished ministry of Mercy education led ...to the
decision to create one Mercy Education System.”  Now,
this vision has become a reality, and the Sisters have
officially launched the Mercy Education System of the
Americas (MESA).
MESA will oversee all of the schools sponsored by the
Sisters of Mercy. In addition, MESA will develop services,
programs, and other resources to maintain the schools’
Catholic and Mercy identity.
Sister Lisa Griffith, RSM, has been appointed as MESA’s
Executive Director. She has been joined by two of our own:
former MMA faculty member Kimberly Baxter and former
MMA Principal Sister Regina Ward, RSM.
Long-time Social Studies Department Chairperson and
teacher Ms. Baxter works as the Associate Director for
Programs and Services for MESA. She has worked within the
Mercy community as a teacher, Sponsor Council member and
liaison, and Board of Trustees member and chair. Kim is also
a Mercy Associate.
At Merion Mercy, Kim did extensive work in program
development where she saw the power of collaboration,
collegiality, and teamwork lead to deeper ownership and
greater success. Aside from her work as a teacher, she led
countless programs at Merion Mercy–moderator of several
service programs, softball coach, Stage Crew moderator,
Student Council moderator, and summer camps director…
and those are just the ones that begin with the letter S. She
also served as the Director of Merion Mercy Music Theater
(MMMT), the Director of the Mercy Volunteer Program, and
a Ministry Team leader.
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Her valuable contributions to MMA laid the foundation
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immersion summer service program for rising seniors.
Sister Regina Ward, RSM, served as MMA’s Principal
from 2000-2007. In total, she spent 14 years at MMA (the
first seven as Vice Principal). During her tenure, the school
grew both literally and metaphorically. In the 14 years she
served, the school’s enrollment increased from 277 to 490.
She worked tirelessly to make certain that the educational
program developed along with the school’s growth.
Sister Regina also showed great vision as she guided the
school through the “Building on Mercy” Campaign, which
impacted almost every department and allowed space for the
multimedia center, the Patricia Waldron fitness center, and
the chapel. Her steadfast belief in the Mercy charism and
commitment to the Mercy Core Values distinguish her and
have left a lasting impression on MMA.
Throughout her time as an administrator, she volunteered
to work with the Sisters of Mercy to aid and support the
underserved, including a unique opportunity to serve in Peru.
During her tenure at MMA, an atmosphere of compassion
and service reigned supreme.
Sister Regina now holds the title of Associate Director
for Mercy Mission Integration of MESA. Sister Regina
is a life-long Mercy educator with over 28 years of
experience focused on education. The integration of the
Mercy mission into every aspect of ministry and into the
lives of the students has been a priority for Sister Regina.
More recently, as a Vocation Minister, she was able to
continue to promote mission-driven service, personal
spirituality, and leadership development.

The Mercy Volunteer
Program
The Mercy Volunteer Program (MVP) was
established to provide educational and service
opportunities for MMA students the summer
before their senior year. In the 25 years of its
existence, MVP participants have traveled to
domestic and international sites, working in
collaboration with community partners and

Compassion and Service

in solidarity with people of diverse cultures,
especially those who are materially poor.
MVP has served in far-off places, such as
Kentucky, West Virginia, Arizona, Peru, and
Mexico, and closer sites in Camden, Philadelphia,
and Trenton. “The works we do in the various
programs have a broad range. MVP volunteers
build, paint homes, garden, serve dinners at
homeless shelters, lead vacation Bible school,
and take on a variety of assignments given to us
by the point person at each site,” said MVP cofounder and former MMA faculty member, Ms.
Kimberly Baxter.

Collaboration with Others

The MMA students, faculty, and/or alum
volunteers live in community for an extended
period of time and are called to spirit-filled
reflection that encourages them to grow in their
role as women and men of Mercy.
Through the support of the administration,
faculty, staff, students, alumnae, and families,
MMA’s deep desire that Catherine McAuley’s
vision for Mercy continues. As MVP completed its
25th summer service program, it is clear how the
core values are deeply rooted in this program so
that the legacy of Catherine McAuley continues.
By reaching out to others and experiencing a
true world view, MVP participants are able to
literally bring the values of Mercy to extended
communities while infusing the halls of MMA with
the same values upon which the Sisters of Mercy
were founded.
In the summer of 2017, MMA students and
faculty and/or alum volunteers served in
Camden, NJ; Philadelphia, PA; Beattyville, KY;
and Aldersen, WV.

Global Vision and Responsibility
Fall 2017
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Campaign for the Spot We Love So Well

It has been an exceptional time
at MMA!
When the renovated building opened, the enthusiasm
was palpable. Among the many advantages this
capital project has given MMA, the expansive,
versatile space provides endless potential to advance
the school. These new halls are already buzzing with
the energy of our current programs and provide the
opportunity to grow new initiatives with generations

of girls who will turn their dreams into plans of
passions and purpose.
The renovations include the Frances M. Maguire ’53
Art & Design Center, the Connelly Lyceum, a Student
Activities and Athletics Center, an energy-efficient
Kitchen and Dining Commons, a Counseling Center,
and Collaborative Learning Spaces.

Student Opening
Merion Mercy Academy’s student
body, administration, faculty,
and staff officially opened
the school’s newly renovated
building. All 123 members of the
Class of 2018 cut a ceremonial
ribbon as did the school’s
administration and Chair of the
Board of Trustees.
Right

The ribbon cutting and kick off to the event

Fall 2017
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Leadership Reception
School leaders and trustees
assembled for the opening of the
new spaces. The guests toured the
new areas and paused at six named
locations in the new building for
brief dedications and ribbon cuttings:
• Connelly Lyceum
• Dining Commons Donated by the
Generosity of the Kelly Foundation
• Frances M. Maguire ’53 Art & Design Center
• Jacqueline Kay Fioravanti ’12
Counseling Suite

Top

Pierce and Katie Duffy Keating ’77, Sienna Hurtado, Kyle Keating
Hurtado ’04, and Kimberly Keating ’09, co-dedicate the Keating
Legacy Cross. Katie and the Keating’s seven daughters (Kristen
Keating Weeks ’02, Kyle Keating Hurtado ’04, Chloe Keating Leigh ’07,
Kimberly Keating ’09, Carly Keating ’10, Katrina Keating ’12, and
Kolbe Keating ’17) are MMA graduates.
Bottom

• Keating Family Legacy Cross

Jim and Frances McLaughlin Maguire ’53 (center) spend time

• Mary’s Garden

Gallery with Head of School Sister Barbara Buckley ’72 and MMA

prior to the dedication of the Frances M. Maguire ’53 Art & Design
seniors Kelly King, Alannah Daly, Jane Pham, and Cara Rossi.

10

Mater Matters

Top

Marcy Heany ’11 and Mimi Wolfington Heany ’77 pose
by Mary’s Garden, an outdoor space dedicated in loving
memory to alumna Marcy Dugan Wolfington ’52 (Marcy’s
grandmother and Mimi’s mother). The garden features
the beloved Blessed Mother statue that has graced two
locations at our school and a bench with the names of the
women from their family who graduated from MMA.

• Ginnie Dugan Martin ’45
• Dottie Dugan Edgerton ’47
• Marcy Dugan Wolfington ’52
• Martie Wolfington Gillin ’55
• Mimi Wolfington Jeany ’77
• Mary Wolfington DeCarlo ’79
• Tara Wolfington Guido ’80
• Kelly Wolfington Kelley ’82
• Marcy Heany ’11
• Jennifer Heany ’13
• Deanna Heany ’14
• Cara Heany ’15
• Kaely Kyle ’17
Left

Emily C. Riley of the Connelly Foundation cut the ribbon
for the Connelly Lyceum.

Fall 2017
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Mass and Dedication
On Mercy Day, Sunday,
September 24, 2017, the school
community came together for
Mass in the Convent of Mercy
Chapel, then witnessed the
dedication and blessing of the
building and ended the day with
the annual Family Picnic.

Top

The dedication ceremomy, blessing, and official opening of the
doors was led by Sister Barbara Buckley ’72, Head of School,
Mr. William Githens, Chair of the Board of Trustees, Rev. John
W. Swope, S.J., President of St. Joseph’s Prep, Sister Pat Vetrano,
President of the Sisters of Mercy Mid-Atlantic Community, and
Sister Regina Ward, Former Principal. In the photo, Sister Pat
Vetrano offers a blessing.
Left Top

The Curry Family (Jordyn ’21)
Left Bottom

Isabelle Grady ’19 enjoying some time with MMA’s Golden Bear.
Bottom

Unveiling of Datestone: Mr. Seth Pidot, Assistant Head of School
for Student Affairs, and Miss Mary Ann Danovich, Assistant Head
of School for Academic Affairs
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Gymnasium Opening
MMA’s gymnasium officially opened
with a dedication preceding a volleyball
game. After Head of School Sister
Barbara Buckley ’72 gave remarks and
formally opened the new gymnasium,
all of MMA’s senior volleyball players
simultaneously did a ceremonial
serve across the net. The serves flew
with cheers from the crowd, MMA’s
Dance Team, and the school’s beloved
mascot, the Golden Bear, while MMA
volleyball coach Jolen Aldaya and junior
varsity coach and MMA alumna Danielle
Carrozza ’09 set off blue and gold
streamers. The ceremony ended with
the announcing of both teams’ players;
then the singing of the National Anthem.

In the final set, MMA won six of the
last eight points and opened the new
facility in thrilling fashion!
Bottom Right

Front: Mirella Partito ’20 and Dana Longo ’18
Back: Anaiyah Coursey ’19, Mrs. Jackie Westerfer, Angel
Thomas ’19, MMA Golden Bear, Sister Barabra Buckley ’72,
Juliana Wharton ’19, Ava Benatti ’20, Mrs. Danielle McCaffrey,
and Ms. Barbara Clarke

Fall 2017

13

Merion Mercy Crew

Finds Henley Regatta Rewarding
on Many Levels
By Eddie Levin

It was June 2011 when members of the Merion Mercy Academy
crew team received their first opportunity to compete in what is
considered the crown jewel of their sport –
The Henley Women’s Regatta in England.
While besting St. Edward’s of Oxford in the first round
of what would become a memorable run to winning the
prestigious Groton Cup for girls scholastic four, their most
valuable experience came during that race.
It was there they forged a relationship that would define
the true meaning of the term student-athlete. The girls from
St. Edward’s cheered the Golden Bears all the way through
the finals.
The following year, Merion Mercy invited St. Edwards to
Philadelphia to compete in the Head of the Schuylkill and
experience a day in the life of an American school girl. The
young ladies from St. Edwards stayed with host families,
attended school at Merion Mercy and attended the “Harvest
Moon” dance.
St. Edwards reciprocated the following March, inviting
Merion to compete in the National Schools Head of Race
Regatta. While there, MMA rowers got to attend lessons
and live a day in the life of a student in England. “Truly it’s
not always about the boat race,” said Merion Mercy coach
Michael Brown, who helped establish the MMA crew program
in 2005. “Friendships were forged at all levels and we’ve been
going to and fro ever since – hopefully we’ll again be hosting
Teddies this fall. This relationship has become quite magical
with students remaining friends for years and visiting each

14
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other during their university years – I have no doubt and with
all due respect that both the Merion Mercy and St. Edward’s
student-athletes learn more from spending ‘a day in the life’
than they ever would in school.”
Morgan Lamb, who graduated from Merion Mercy in June
and now rows at Boston College said, “Our relationship with
St. Edwards has made exciting and memorable experiences
that has made my Merion rowing career more fun and
fulfilling. I have been to St. Edwards three times with Merion
to compete in the Schools’ Head Regatta and this spring we
had the opportunity to travel to Henley to compete in the
Women’s Henley Regatta, where we also interacted with our
friends from St. Edwards. It is one thing to have a relationship
with a school in the United States, but I think we have
learned so much from having a relationship with rowers from
England. We are all teenagers excited to make new friends
and excited about rowing. Because of these similarities, it
was easy for us to forge strong friendships. At Henley we
obviously didn’t have the same support that we have on the
Schuylkill. This made it even more exciting as we came into
the final part of our race hearing boys cheering for us in
British accents. Immediately we knew these cheers were from
our friends from St. Edwards who had come to Henley just to
support us. This just reaffirmed the strong friendships we had

Caroline Hecht ’18, Morgan Lamb ’17, Emma Braun ’18, Catherine Schreiber ’17, Jeanne McGill ’17, Cece Wendel ’19, and Coach Michael Brown

created and we know that beyond rowing, we have friends in
England we can visit when abroad.”
Merion Mercy senior Emma Braun said, “I feel very special
to have been part of this trip, especially since Merion had not
been to Henley since 2012. Throughout this trip, my boat mates
really showed me what hard work can do. The seniors were very
poised and helped to keep everyone calm. Forging a relationship
with St. Edwards prior to this trip definitely made it very special.
We originally met the boys back in September and have kept up
the friendship with them ever since. It was very sweet that they
came to see us after our race. Of course that experience would
not have been possible without the Golden Bears’ success on
the water. Any school can petition to compete in the Henley
but Merion Mercy’s criteria is a bit tougher. In order to attend,
they have to be the Best in the USA – which means win at City
Championship, Stotesbury Regatta and Scholastic National.”
This year’s crew – which won all three aforementioned
events – comprised of stroke seat, Morgan Lamb ’17; 3 seat,
Emma Braun ’18; 2 seat, Catherine Schrieber ’17; bow seat,
Jeanne McGill ’17; coxswain Cece Wendel ’19, and alternate
Caroline Hecht ’18.
“Competing at Henley had always been a dream of mine
when I started rowing freshman year,” said Catherine
Schreiber, who now row at Clemson University. “As the years
went on I crossed it off my list as a possibility. After winning
the Stotesbury Cup Regatta the spring of my senior year, the
opportunity to compete in the prestigious regatta came as a
surprise to me. Competing at Henley was a fulfilling way to
end my rowing career at Merion Mercy.”
Merion Mercy junior Cece Wendall, the coxswain of this
year’s group that traveled to Henley said, “The seniors
were very valuable in preparing me for this unforgettable

experience. Every minute that I spent in that boat with
them shaped me into a better coxswain and team member.
Receiving feedback on what I could do for them to move
the boat faster was invaluable for me. Their grit continues
to motivate me. I hope this season I can pass on that same
determination to win to the rest of my teammates.”
The program’s successful past and bright future would not
have been possible without coach Michael Brown, combined
with the support of the administration, parents, alumnae,
and the current athletes. Brown said, “To earn 11 Scholastic
National Championship medals, 12 Stotesbury medals and 27
City Championships medals since the first strokes were taken
in 2005 can all be attributed to the culture created on Day 1
when our first rowers stitched ‘MT 17:20’ onto their uniforms
(from Matthew 17:20, ‘If you have the faith the size of a
mustard seed…..’). There’s not a kid that has come through this
program that doesn’t know whose shoulders she stands upon
nor looks at her shoes when someone asks who she rows for.
It’s not easy and it’s not for everyone, but, when you get it, it’s
magical. The kids you’re writing about are getting the press
and it’s well-deserved, yet we all know that there were more
than five hearts pumping in the boat at Henley in June – a
piece of everyone in this program goes down the race course.
Parent coordinators handling registrations, swim tests, travel
arrangements and communiqués; Tent Dads, the first on
site on race day and the last to leave; trailer drivers and gas
can handlers; coaches Tony Mattson, Tom French and Fred
Duling all donating their time and expertise; and Sister Barb,
riding her bike to regattas – should we be fortunate to win,
she’s first on the dock, awarding the medals; and if we’re on
the losing end, she’s the first with a comforting word.”
Reprinted with the permission of papreplive.com.
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Twenty-two Merion Mercy Student
Athletes Take Their Athleticism to
the Next Level
Congratulations to the 22 student athletes from Merion
Mercy’s Class of 2017 who will play sports on the
collegiate level–15 of the 22 signed National Letters
of Intent in signing ceremonies earlier in the school year.
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These young ladies will continue to benefit from their athletic pursuits
and grow as scholars and leaders.
Jeanne McGill: Rowing, Drexel University

Daniela Sciulli: Rowing, Bucknell University

Allison Stranick: Volleyball, Gettysburg College

Brittney Bedrossian: Lacrosse, Ursinus College

Margaret Wilson: Lacrosse, Dickinson College

Cameron Toddy: Field Hockey, Longwood University

Morgan Sherman: Rowing, University of Miami

Kaely Kyle: Lacrosse, High Point University

Shannon Carroll: Basketball, Gwynedd Mercy University

Adrienne Rufus: Volleyball, Lafayette College

Kelsey Farkas: Field Hockey, Columbia University

Allie Scannapieco: Lacrosse, George Washington University

Caroline Steller: Lacrosse, Marquette University

Morgan Lamb: Rowing, Boston College

Thérèse Mills: Fencing, MIT

Jada Smith: Basketball, Holy Family University

Anne Hughes: Swimming, Worcester Polytechnic Institute

MaryCate Markey: Lacrosse, Old Dominion University

Kolbe Keating: Field Hockey, Harvard University

Catherine Schrieber: Rowing, Clemson University

Jaime Natale: Field Hockey, Boston College

Kierra Maynard: Volleyball, West Chester University

Fall 2017
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Year-End Awards for Athletics 2017
(All award recipients are from the Class of 2017 unless class year is noted.)
Most Valuable Players

Golden Bear Spirit Awards

Christian Athlete Awards

Fall

The Golden Bear Awards were presented to the

For their unique ability to combine athletic

following students for their constant display

talents along with those qualities that embody

of spirit and enthusiasm at Merion Mercy

and represent athletics in the purest sense, the

Academy:

Christian Athlete Awards are presented to:

Kelly Rose Baffa

Cameron Toddy

Sarah Collington

Elizabeth Gallagher

Cross Country:
Elizabeth Gallagher
Field Hockey:
Kelsey Farkas for Defense and
Jaime Natale for Offense

Maida Pannepacker

Golf:
Erin Moran

Alison Zarella

Soccer:
Caila Olivo
Tennis:
Emma Davis ’18

Triangle Club of
Montgomery County
The Triangle Club of Montgomery County
presents an award for sports, scholarship, and

Volleyball:
Adrienne Rufus

service. We are very proud to have had Morgan

Winter

Dedication Awards

Basketball:
Jada Smith

For their constant display of exemplary spirit,

Swimming:
Tara Fowler and Anne Hughes

acted as a source of inspiration to her fellow

Sherman represent Merion Mercy Academy.

Awards were presented to our elite athletes who
have displayed superior talent and, because of
their talent, will, in many cases, continue to play
in college.
Our Varsity Sports Awards were presented to:
Kelsey Farkas…Field hockey and Lacrosse
Kolbe Keating…Field Hockey

Spring
Crew:
Morgan Lamb
Lacrosse:
Kaely Kyle and Caroline Steller
Softball:
Jessica Westerfer
Track:
Jordyn Young ’18

Blue & Gold Awards
The Blue & Gold Award is given to an athlete

dedication and athletic service, which have

Jaime Natale…Field Hockey
Allie Scannapieco…Field Hockey and Lacrosse
Jada Smith…Basketball

Brittney Bedrossian…Field Hockey and Lacrosse

Caroline Steller…Field Hockey and Lacrosse

Shannon Bedrossian…Field Hockey and Lacrosse

Allison Stranick…Volleyball

Caroline DeVoto…Cross Country and Track
Anne Hughes…Cross Country, Swimming, and
Track

Senior Athlete Awards
They are the backbone of their team–spirited,
dedicated, loved by her coaches and

Coaches’ Awards

teammates. The Senior Athlete Awards were

Respected by their coaches and teammates

presented to:

for their intensity, desire and commitment, the

Olivia Anderson…Crew

following students were presented with the
Coaches’ Awards:

and has been recognized for her outstanding

Tara Fowler…Swimming

accomplishments in her sport(s). This year, Blue

Kolbe Keating…Field Hockey
Caila Olivo…Soccer
Morgan Sherman…Crew
Margaret Wilson…Lacrosse

Scholar-Athlete Award
In recognition of her outstanding academic

Unsung Hero

and athletic achievements which have set an

For her dedication to sports while facing

example for those who follow her, the Scholar

great adversity, the Unsung Hero Award was

Athlete Award was presented to:

presented to:

Avery Kirk

Michaela Coppinger

Mater Matters

Kaely Kyle…Field Hockey and Lacrosse

were presented to:

Kelsey Farkas…Field Hockey

Jada Smith
Allison Stranick

Avery Kirk…Volleyball

athletes and coaches, the Dedication Awards

who has demonstrated exceptional talent

& Gold Awards were presented to:
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Varsity Sports Awards

Morgan Lamb…Crew
MaryCate Markey…Lacrosse
Jeanne McGill…Crew
Adrienne Rufus…Volleyball
Catherine Schrieber…Crew
Cameron Toddy…Field Hockey and Track

class notes
Share Your News!

Merion Mercy Academy encourages all alumnae to share news in the
Class Notes section of Mater Matters. To contribute, send your news to
kcawley@merion-mercy.com or write to: Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90,
Alumnae News, 511 Montgomery Ave., Merion Station, PA 19066.
(Class Notes may be edited for length, grammar, and content.)

The Fifties
Mary Ann Simmons Holmes ’59 shared,
“We moved from our home in Wilson,
WY, after owning this home for 29 years.
We moved back to Philadelphia after 25
years, leaving here in 1992 and living in
several places, such as Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, Fairmont, MN, and our home in
Wilson, WY, after Dr. Bill retired in 2011.
We are happy to be back and close to
two of our children (and love visiting
with our other children who live out-ofstate). We especially love keeping up
with our 14 grandchildren.”

umpire, Kim umpired five Division
1 Finals; she was also a Fédération
Internationale de Hockey (FIH) umpire.

The Nineties
Colleen Kelly Finegan ’94 took some
time to meet with Jada Smith ’17. Both
women are part of an elite MMA group
of five who scored 1,000 career points
in basketball. Colleen Barrett ’89 was
the first in 1989, followed by Colleen
Kelly ’94 in 1994, Shanette Lee ’95 in
1995, and Ayeshia Smith ’97 in 1997.
The ladies talked about their experiences
at MMA, basketball, college athletics, and
much more.

The Eighties
Colleen FitzPatrick Markey ’83 shared
some fantastic news about her niece,
Katie FitzPatrick ’14. Katie FitzPatrick ’14
of the Fairfield University women’s
lacrosse team was named the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC)
Defensive Player of the Week last spring.

The Sixties
Mary Schrandt Curtius ’68 wrote in,
“Mike and I are enjoying retirement in
Reno-Tahoe and San Diego areas and
catching up on travel. We recently visited
the youngest of our four, Dr. Kit Curtius,
in London. She is there doing cancer
research. We are grateful to God for all
our blessings!”

The Seventies
Kim Pallastrone Hodgdon ’75 retired as
a Health and Physical Education Teacher
at Mainland Regional High School in
Linwood, NJ, after 35 years of service. She
coached girls field hockey, boys tennis,
and girls volleyball teams and served
as the Intramural Director. Retired as a
United States Field Hockey Association
(USFHA) NCAA Division 1 field hockey

● Members

of the Class of 1978 enjoyed a fun night out together and are looking forward to
their reunion in spring of 2018! Starting far left, clockwise: Linda Vito Reilly, Cathy Town
Curry, Kathy Johnson, Susan Aruffo Patel, Lisa Miriello Gatta, Fran Smith Tozzi, Leslie
Drialo Ryan, Valerie Smith Hecker, Lisa Nicolella Farrell, Therese Fortin Walsh, Mary
Aruffo Thomas, Joan Capuano Kindsfather, Janet Mazzola Stuart, Janice Wojtusik Flank,
and Roberta DeBenedetto Ficarra.
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The Swayngim family shared some
updates with their annual fund gift, “Ann
Swayngim ’96 has twin boys: Benjamin
and Jacob; Sarah Swayngim Bennett
’97 has three children: a daughter, Peyton,
and two sons, Colin and Brayden.”

The 00s
Alexis Ciccimaro Casper ’00 is a
contractor with the EPA providing
information and data management for the
Oil and Prevention Branch of Region 3.
She recently moved back to Pennsylvania
with her husband, Ray, and two daughters,
Emily (3) and Brielle (1).
Marcella Strittmatter McCullough’01
shared, “I married Michael McCullough
on July 9, 2016. My sisters Susan
Strittmatter Spangenberg ’97 and
Kathy Strittmatter ’99 (with me in the
photo) celebrated with us along with
several other MMA alums, including:
Chrissy Bargeron ’00, Bridget Farrell
Mead ’01, Katie Hill Dixon ’01, and
Rebecca Nicholl ’01.”

● Meghan Gaffney Well ’02 with her three sisters (including MMA graduates Shannon Gaffney

Strauss ’00 and Bridget Gaffney Anderson ’04)

Looking forward to coming back to MMA
over the holidays. I would love to provide
any service I could to Merion!”
Allie Sedor Banks ’03 married Joe
Banks on May 20, 2017, and has worked
for Jacobs Engineering since 2014.
Deanne DeCrescenzo ’03 recently
moved back to Philadelphia and accepted
a new job as the Director of Orientation,
New Student, and Family Programs at
Temple University.
Ellen Purcell Ryan ’04 wrote in, “I
married Tim Ryan on August 13, 2016, at
St. Denis Church in Havertown, followed
by a reception at Villanova Conference
Center. Elizabeth Purcell ’00 and Clare
Nicholson Zimmerman ’04 served as
my maid and matron of honor. Several
members of MMA classes of 2000 and
2004 were there to celebrate!”

Meghan Gaffney Wells ’02 wrote in, “I
married the love of my life, Jacob Wells,
July 31, 2016, at Morris Arboretum! Jacob
and I met in Philadelphia and are living
in Roxborough. Of course my sisters (and
fellow MMA alumnae) were beside us
for the best day of our lives. The photo
includes Shannon Gaffney Strauss ’00
and Bridget Gaffney Anderson ’04.
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● Kristin

Regina Toto D’Avella ’05 is excited to
announce that she has just completed her
pediatric residency and chief residency
at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. She
moved back to the Philadelphia area in
July and is working as a pediatrician in
the Emergency Department at Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia.
Katie Davis ’05 has continued living
in Chicago since graduating with an
M.Div. from Loyola University in 2013. A
former Jesuit Volunteer, she has worked
as a high school chaplain at St. Ignatius
College Prep for the past several years.
MMA’s empowering, justice-oriented
mission impacts her vision of Church
and ministry to this day. Katie also has
continued singing and acting, reveling
especially in the opportunity to study at
the Second City Training Center.

Redditt Grose ’00, Clare Nicholson Zimmerman ’04, Elizabeth Purcell ’00, Kristen
Spell Jones ’00, Ellen Purcell Ryan ’04, Marielle Martino ’00, and Chrissy Bargeron ’00

class notes
Mary Teresa (Mimi) DiSipio ’07
was the guest speaker at the Senior
Assembly for the Class of 2017. Mimi
recently moved back to the East Coast
after spending nine years in the Midwest.
She now works for Under Armour as the
Senior Product Line Manager for Youth
and Basketball apparel.

● Kristin Protesto Mattson ’05, Kelly Gaval Sciblo ’05, Katie Schaad ’10, Christine and Michael,

Molly O’Neill Easton ’05, and Jacqueline Gaval Fitzpatrick ’08

Christine Schaad Krause ’05 sent in an
update, “I married Michael Krause (Saint
Joseph’s Prep ’05) on October 15, 2016, at
Old St. Joseph’s Church.
Kate Barker ’06 joined a web conference
with the AP-Computer Science Principles
classes. Kate spoke to them from London
where she is in Global Accounts at
Facebook. Kate’s perspective on women
in computer science and her experience
as a MMA alumna in the tech world was
greatly appreciated by the students (and
faculty) present.
Monica Tassoni
Cryan ’06
received her
undergraduate
degree in
Meteorology
from Penn State
University before
crossing the nation as a Broadcast
Meteorologist at news stations in Texas,
Alabama, Connecticut, and Colorado.
In November of 2016, she landed her
“dream job” as a Broadcast Meteorologist
for Fox 29 News in Philadelphia. Monica
attributes her success to the lessons
learned at MMA, especially through
MMA rowing, and is blessed to drive
by Boathouse Row on her way to work.
She and her husband, Eugene, reside in
Ardmore and look forward to once again
being at the MMA tent in the spring.

Amy Wisniewski Furlong ’06 married
Shawn Furlong on September 17, 2016.
“It was a beautiful ceremony at St. Denis
Church, followed by a fabulous night
of dinner and dancing at the Chubb
Hotel. Many MMA alumnae were in
attendance.”
Emily Schmieg ’06 earned
bronze at the 2017 World Rowing
Championships. Emily (of Potomac
Boat Club), along with Michelle Sechser
(of Vesper Boat Club), finished 3rd in
the LW2X. Yes, that is 3rd in the world!

Stephanie Andreacchio Post ’07
shared, “2017 has been such an
aMMAzing year for my family! I am
thrilled to report that I married Dan Post
on May 6, 2017, at St. Pius in Broomall
with a perfect reception at the Pen Ryn
Estate, surrounded by family and friends.
I am working as a 5th grade teacher in
the South Brunswick School District in
South Brunswick, NJ. Our family also
was blessed with another new addition;
my sister, Nicole Andreacchio Amelio ’04,
and her husband, Rich, welcomed their
second son, Dominic, to the world on
April 6, 2017. His big brother, Lucas,
is enjoying every minute. Nicole works
as a nurse at CHOP. As if spring was
not exciting enough, my dad also
opened Poppi’s Café in Drexel Hill
(poppiscafe.com). It has been so exciting
to see many MMA faces coming in, and
we have even celebrated some birthdays
for MMA friends there. Hope all is well
at MMA, looking forward to seeing the
new building.”

● Pictured from left to right Alesia Hoban Sulock ’02, Katrina Hoban Prior ’05, Shannon Morrison

Schriver ’04, Casey Morrison ’08, Shannon Zabel ’07, Courtney Connolly ’07, Vicky Mahoney ’06,
Colleen Bennett ’06 (maid of honor), Amy Wisniewski Furlong ’06, Karen Mahoney ’06, Maura
Tipping ’06, Kerry McCarthy ’06, Kristina Serge ’06, Meghan McKeown ’06, and Cara Quinn ’06.
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●P
 roject Home: Rachel Ryley ’10, Molly Mullen ’10,
● Lindsay McDonnell ’07, Meghan Forsyth ’04, Stephanie Andreacchio Post ’07, Nicole

Andreacchio Amelio ’04, Joan Koob ’07, and Kathleen Thomas ’07

Theresa Testa Stewart ’08 shared, “My
wedding was on November 26, 2016,
at the Union League of Philadelphia.
I married my high school sweetheart
Sean Stewart. The one is a shot of us all
singing the alma mater and the other is
a group shot! We couldn’t help but just
belt it out!”

Frederica Braithwaite ’09 is a member
of the Young Leaders of Project HOME
and helped organize the annual fundraiser
in May, 2017. She shared, “Many of my
Merion friends came to support me, which
was wonderful, and we got some great
pictures with Sister Mary Scullion, RSM –
founder of Project HOME.”

Frederica Braithwaite ’09, Sister Mary Scullion,
RSM, Caroline Fitzgerald ’10, Trieste Baccile ’09,
and Kelly Dale ’09

Moira Schanne ’09 shared some
wonderful news with MMA, “On May
6, 2017, in Avalon, New Jersey, Katie
Messina Hanna ’09 married Brandon
Hanna (Malvern Prep ’08). The two
met while rowing at Saint Joseph’s
University. We had a blast and even
picked up our former coxswain just like
the good old days!”

● Moira

Schanne ’09, Katie Rymal ’09,
Mary Houston ’09, Colleen McGinnis ’09,
Monica O’Donoghue ’08, and
Katie Messina Hanna ’09

Along with two other Temple law
students, Becky Daily ’10 co-authored
the first baseline report on Pennsylvania’s
temporary-staffing industry.

● Front row: Maureen Stewart ’06, Katie Messina Hanna ’09, Dorothy Wechsler ’08, Maggie

Stewart ’13, Jennifer Powell ’05, Julie Lentz Powell ’03; Back row: Meghan Githens
Scannapieco ’09, Beth Moran Canuso ’08, Theresa Testa Stewart ’08, Lauren Hallinan ’08,
Maura Daly ’08, and Therese Doyle ’08
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Marialena Rago ’13 is President of
Hofstra University’s chapter of She’s the
First, a national organization that helps
send girls in developing countries to
school.

class notes
Elizabeth (Liz) Sack ’13 graduated from
Syracuse University and was named as
one of Saint Joseph’s University’s newest
assistant field hockey coaches. “Liz offers
great insight and a mature perspective to
our developing student-athletes,” (Head
Coach) Lyn Farquhar said. “She comes
from an outstanding and hard-working
Syracuse program, where she helped
the Orange win their first-ever national
championship.” While attending MMA,
Liz was named to the All-State First Team
as a senior at Merion Mercy Academy in
2012 and was a member of the prestigious
WC Eagles club program.
Natalie Trerotola ’13 was the
valedictorian at Cabrini University in
May 2017. She was a Pre-K-4 education
major with a concentration in special
education Pre-K-8. Natalie said, “I
was so honored that I represent the
graduating class of Cabrini especially
because this is the first graduating
class of Cabrini University! I have
given much credit to MMA over the
past four years as I have succeeded
academically and socially. I came
into my freshman year of college
with the goal to maintain my 4.0,

since that is what I achieved during
my senior year at Merion, all while
being an active student on campus. I
actually just reached out to Ms. Sack
because I swear if it was not for her
and the Speech class that I took as an
elective my sophomore year, I do not
think that I would be as comfortable
and confident with public speaking
as I am today. In order to become
Valedictorian, I had to be nominated
based on my GPA and my participation
in different leadership activities on
campus. I then had to write an essay
and then a speech and present the
speech in front of a board of faculty
members who would make the final
decision. I just would like to thank
everyone at Merion for transforming
me into the confident, young woman
that I am today.”

College in Dublin. Nolan was visiting
Dublin for the weekend so we met
up and visited the Mercy Convent
on Baggot Street together. It was
wonderful. I thought Merion might like
to have this, knowing that two Mercy
girls from the class of 2014 found the
end-all-be-all for Merion Mercy girls, the
’mothership.’ Hope all is well!”

Emma Aldaya ’14 became Rider
University volleyball team’s all-time
leader in digs. Emma also serves as a
team captain.

Marcella Strittmatter ’01 to
Michael McCullough on July 9, 2016

Elizabeth Loftus ’14 shared, “Nolan
Campbell ’14 and I are studying abroad
in Ireland for the semester. Nolan is in
Galway, and I am studying at Trinity

Jennifer Ramirez ’17 went to Jamaica
during the summer on her second youth
mission trip as a youth leader for Christ
Our Light parish in NJ.
Allison Stranick’s ’17 sterling collegiate
debut propelled the Gettysburg College
volleyball player to her first Centennial
Conference Player of the Week citation.

Weddings
Meghan Gaffney ’02 to
Jacob Wells on July 31, 2016
Allie Sedor ’03 to
Joe Banks on May 20, 2017
Ellen Purcell ’04 to
Tim Ryan on August 13, 2016
Christine Schaad ’05 to
Michael Krause on October 15, 2016
Amy Wisniewski ’06 to
Shawn Furlong on September 17, 2016
Stephanie Andreacchio ’07 to
Dan Post on May 7, 2017
Theresa Testa ’08 to
Sean Stewart on November 26, 2016
Katie Messina ’09 to
Brandon Hanna on May 6, 2017

Arrivals
Sean and Lauren O’Neill Heenan ’97,
twin daughters, Abigail Lynn and
Madelyn Grace
William and Melissa Snarski Cyrus ’98,
a son, Joseph Richard
● Elizabeth

Loftus ’14 and Nolan Campbell ’14

Mike and Allison Lotkowski Schmidt ’98,
a daughter, Noël Juliette
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Mark and Kate DiSipio Avitabile ’99,
a son, Theodore “Teddy” Joseph
Scott and Allison Coleman Haze ’01,
twins, a daughter, Amelia Zoe, and a son,
Jack Coleman
Ryan and Jessica Hearn Barlow ’02,
a son, Declan Talone
Patrick and Ashley Burke O’ Connor ’02,
a son, Evan Joseph

Matt and Melissa Lamberto Palmer ’02,
a daughter, Madeline Cathleen

Matt and Katie Glynn Miccarelli ’05,
a daughter, Ava Elizabeth

Greg and Suzanne McDevitt Spiro ’02,
a daughter, Eleanor Marie

Kevin and Devon McChesney McKenna ’06,
a son, Declan Elliot

Jack Metza and Evan McClennen ’03,
a daughter, Cora

Tom and Beth Moran Canuso ’08
a son, Miles Edward

Rich and Nicole Andreacchio Amelio ’04,
a son, Domenic

John, Former MMA Faculty, and
Abby Fitzpatrick, a son, Adam

Brendan and Emma McCreight Sculley ’04,
a son, Aloysius Peter

Ryan and Anne Fitzpatrick, MMA Faculty,
a son, Rocco

● Abigail Lynn and Madelyn Grace

● Aloysius Peter
● Declan Talone

● Ava Elizabeth
● Joseph Richard

● Madeline Cathleen

● Declan Elliot
● Noël Juliette

● Amelia Zoe and Jack Coleman
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● Eleanor Marie

● Miles Edward

Mrs. Patricia (Patti) McAleer Named Honorary Alumna
Merion Mercy’s Director of Advancement Services, Patricia (Patti) McAleer, retired at the end of the summer. Patti
worked on campus for more than 40 years and spent the last 30 in MMA’s Advancement Office. Patti was one of three
women who worked in the office when it was first formed in the summer of 1987.
The hallmark of her tenure at MMA has been her unabashed love for and committment to MMA’s alumnae. In addition
to her strong work ethic and professionalism, she has fully given of herself to MMA. Upon formalizing her Honorary
Alumna status, Head of School Sister Barbara Buckley commented, “Patti’s distinguished record of service, support,
advocacy, and commitment to Merion Mercy Academy are impressive and greatly appreciated.”

In Memoriam
Merion Mercy Academy expresses its condolences to the family and friends of the
following members of our community. Please keep their families in your prayers.
Candida Lorusso Antonelli ’64
Charles Brogan

husband of Nancy Hunt Brogan ’57, father-in-law of Katie Devlin-Brogan ’93

Jeanette Bruder Boyd ’46

mother of Kathleen Shelton Greeley ’71

Elizabeth Toebe Castner ’38

sister of Marguerite Toebe Doxylion ’31 RIP, Janet Toebe Hinckle ’37 RIP,
and Dolores Toebe Horsell ’45

Anne McElwee Cermack ’48

sister of Mary Ellen McElwee Meeley ’42

Gilbert “Gil” Clarke

brother of Barbara Clarke, MMA Faculty

Katharine MacFarland Cusack ’38

sister of Elizabeth MacFarland McKeown ’42 RIP,
grandmother of Maureen Cusack Cushman ’92

Eleanor D’Antonio

wife of Joe D’Antonio, Former MMA Coach

Kathleen Wollman Durham ’64
Margaret MacAllister Flynn ’62
Rita Harrison

Salvatore Maggio

father of Maria Maggio Perklin ’66 and Angela Maggio Zabrocky ’69

Laura Maiman

mother of Heidi Maiman Perkins ’79

Philip A. Mancuso

brother of Donna Mancuso Mignone’76

Georgetta McAleer

mother of Irene M. McAleer ’75, Kathie McAleer Wagner ’77,
and Mary Frances McAleer ’84

Maria McCarthy

mother of Megan McCarthy Clark ’03 and Kerry McCarthy ’06

Marie Sandra McIlvaine

sister of Margaret McIlvaine ’90

William McMillan

husband of Peggy Lipp McMillan ’61

Neccie Murray

grandmother of Camille Murray ’94

Frank Thomas O’Neill Sr.

grandfather of Allegra O’Neill ’07, Shannon O’Neill ’09,
and Lawrencia O’Neill ’16, father-in-law of Miriam Polillo O’Neill ’78

Alma Bickert Purinton ’51

grandmother of Caitlin Harrison ’14 and Kristen Harrison ’16,
mother-in-law of Barbara Colantuono Harrison ’82, MMA Staff

sister of Dorothy Bickert Bird ’47 and Muriel Bickert Calamita ’48 RIP

John S. Hayes

Former MMA Trustee

Sister Corinne Ritchie, RSM

grandfather of Maureen Taylor Vitris ’05, Meggie Taylor ’08,
Emily DeVoto ’15, and Caroline DeVoto ’17

Sister Mary Jean Ritti, RSM

Marianne D. Hayes

Marie Miele Ronayne ’59

Former MMA Principal

grandmother of Maureen Taylor Vitris ’05, Meggie Taylor ’08, Emily DeVoto ’15,
and Caroline DeVoto ’17

sister of Elaine Miele Passmore ’57

Barbara Anne Heath

sister of Alice-Mary Rooney Lawler ’46 and Marguerite Rooney ’52 RIP

mother of Caroline Heath ’16

Patricia Rooney ’52
Roberta Schaefer

James Kelly

mother of Roberta Schaefer DiChristopher ’76,
grandmother of Caitlin Schaefer ’07

Elsa Lopusniak

Marie Louise “Babe” Silcox Wiley ’45

brother of Sister Kathleen Kelly, RSM, MMA Staff
mother of Elizabeth Lopusniak Welshman ’82, Karin Lopusniak Wetterau ’84,
and Susan Lopusniak Jurevics ’85, Former MMA Staff

sister of Eileen Silcox Daly ’43

Virginia Barnes Worthington ’42

Merion Mercy Academy
511 Montgomery Avenue
Merion Station, PA 19066

Save the Date
May 5, 2018

