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Opening COmments

From the Principal

I am proud to report 
extraordinary progress 
being made to enrich the 
Merion Mercy experience 
by dramatically improving 
our facilities.
The school’s rich history is admirable, and the dynamic 
future of Merion Mercy is exciting to consider. Mindful 
of the Merion Mercy legacy, it is the school’s present and 
future needs that launched the Upward & Onward Capital 
Campaign. 

The Board of Trustees determined that MMA is in need 
of renovations on a portion of the building that is more 
than 60 years old.  The following revitalized areas will 
help MMA to better execute the mission of educating 
young women: an art center, expanded collaborative 
learning spaces, counseling center, a dining hall with 
communal gathering spaces, and a student activities and 
athletics center.

Upward & Onward is already well on its way toward 
becoming the largest fundraising effort in Merion 
Mercy’s history. The campaign’s progress reflects well on 
Merion Mercy’s base of donors and their connection to 
the school and its mission. 

I am so pleased with what has been achieved—in large 
part to our generous donors—and look forward to moving 
Upward & Onward with all of you.

Sister Barbara Buckley ’72
Principal
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Around Campus
PaPal Performers 
The 500 voice group called 
the Papal Choir (composed of 
handpicked choir members) 
sang at the closing Mass for the 
World Meeting of Families 2015 
celebrated by Pope Francis.

Three of the voices were from the Merion 
Mercy Academy community: Jillian Zupito ’18, 
current parent Carol Restifo, and Meaghan 
Rossi ’16. An added fun fact: Meaghan is 
Jillian’s MMA big sister. Talent really does 
run in the family!

MMA students and members of the 
Archdiocesan Girl Choir Grace Torna ’19 
and Cecelia Wendel ’19 also sang for the 
Pope during the World Meeting of Families 
2015; then they traveled through Rome 
singing at various cathedrals, including a 
special Mass with the Pope at the Vatican 
on January 6 for the Epiphany. 

The spirit of Catherine McAuley, the foundress of the Sisters 
of Mercy, was remembered and celebrated in special ways 
this year on Mercy Day.
Each year, this day unites the Mercy community. On that date in 1827, in Dublin, 
Ireland, Catherine McAuley opened the House of Mercy to provide a school for 
children in need, a shelter for girls coming from the farms to find work, and a 
place where girls could learn a trade and sell their goods. These works became the 
hallmark of the Mercy charism.

Almost two hundred years later, we honor that remarkable accomplishment, 
knowing that the spirit of Mercy is strong and the works of Mercy continue today.

ZamBella 
Merion Mercy students hosted a musical competition 
and fundraiser called ZAMBELLA to raise money to build 
a secondary school for adolescent girls in Zambia. The 
event exceeded the fundraising goal and brought in more 
than $10,600 for the project. Merion Mercy students have 
a keen awareness of the importance of educating young 
women. MMA is a leader in The Mercy Girl Effect, a project 

that combines the efforts of Mercy schools across the nation. With a focus on 
girls’ education in third world countries, The Mercy Girl Effect allows young 
women opportunities they would not otherwise have, all from the dedication and 
service of their peers here at MMA. Most notably, along with other Mercy schools, 
Merion Mercy built a school in Sudan, which they continue to support. For many 
years, Merion Mercy has addressed great need throughout the world. 

The Mercy Girl effecT

Mercy Day
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Around Campus

Front row: maeve moran, commended; emmalee Graham, 
commended; and Fiona Kennedy, commended; Back row: megan 
Gilligan, semifinalist; Sabina maurer, commended; Kristin 
Lamonaca, semifinalist; Sabrina Ciervo, commended; emma 
Barrera, commended; and meghan mcDermott, commended

mathletes 
Varsity Mathletes Team placed second overall for the year! Zihan 
(Madison) Wang ’18 received first place overall in the division for 
the individual portion.

mock trial
Mock Trial Team crowned co-champions of the Delaware County 
District, two years in a row.

NiNe
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation named 
two MMA seniors as National Merit Semifinalists 
and seven as Commended Students.

NatioNal Merit ScholarS

diana Striplet ’16: 
GATEs MIllEnnIuM sCHOlAR AnD QuEsTBRIDGE sCHOlAR 

Merion Mercy’s Diana Striplet ’16 was selected as a 
Gates Millennium Scholar, winning a scholarship 
that will complete her college funding. She will attend 
Haverford College in the fall.

Diana plans to attend medical school; she now looks 
ahead to her education and professional future with 
even more confidence as a result of this opportunity.

Recipients of the Gates Millennium Scholarships 
receive fully funded scholarships covering tuition, 
books, room, and board through graduate school. Diana is Merion 
Mercy’s second Gates Millennium Scholar in five years. (Carolina 
Ramirez ’11 earned this distinction and graduated from University 
of Notre Dame last year.)

In establishing the scholarship, Gates Millennium Scholars, 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation hoped to create a network 
of future leaders from around the world who would bring new 
vision and commitment to improving the life circumstances of 
citizens in their respective countries. Over time, it is anticipated 
that Gates Scholars will become leaders in all their respective 
fields, and will help to address global problems related to health, 
equity, technology, and learning-all areas in which the Foundation 
is deeply engaged.

The Millennium Scholars program was established in 1999 and 
funded by a $1.6 billion grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation to remove financial barriers to higher education for 
high-achieving, low-income students.

Each year, the highly competitive program has selected 
1,000 talented students nationwide to receive a good-through-
graduation scholarship to use at any accredited college or 
university of their choice.

Prior to accepting the Gates Millennium Scholarship, Diana 
was awarded a full, four-year scholarship with admission to 
Haverford College through QuestBridge and has been officially 
recognized as a QuestBridge Scholar.

QuestBridge is a national program that pairs talented high 
school seniors with full scholarships to the nation’s top colleges. 
Students selected for the College Match are “matched” to a 
partner college—admitted with a guaranteed full, four-year 
scholarship, including tuition, room and board, and other 
expenses. Since 2003, the QuestBridge College Match has 
successfully connected over 3,500 high-achieving, low-income 
students with full scholarships to QuestBridge colleges. These 
prestigious scholarships are generously provided to recipients by 
the partner colleges.

couNTless opporTuNiTies

courage to Make a DiffereNce awarD 
Merion Mercy seniors Lauren Bambach, Grace Campbell, 
Lucy Fanto, Emmalee Graham, Katharine Graham, 
and Maeve Moran earned UNICEF’s “Courage to Make a 
Difference Award” for their video entitled “What Does 
Mercy Mean to You?” 

This is the second, consecutive year Merion Mercy won 
the UNICEF competition. 
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Around Campus

Girl code
Both in celebration of Computer 
science Week and to acknowledge 
our support of the importance of 
an exposure to code, the Media 
Resource Center developed 
“Hour of Code Activities” for the 
students. next year, a new AP 
Computer science course has 
been added to the curriculum.

Ring Mass and Reception
Juniors Brenna stone and Rosemarie McKnight celebrate 
after receiving their Merion Mercy rings.

aPPlause! Bravo! cheers!
Merion Mercy Music Theater (MMMT) produced a fall drama, 
The Miracle Worker, and a spring musical, Chicago. 

First Place in the Poetry Out Loud Metropolitan 
Philadelphia Regional Contest 

Jessica lehman ’18 was awarded first 
place in the Poetry Out loud Metropolitan 
Philadelphia regional contest and moved on 
to the state finals in Harrisburg where she 
gave a stellar presentation. Poetry Out loud 
is a contest that encourages the nation’s 
youth to learn about great poetry through 
memorization and recitation. This program 
helps students master public speaking skills, 
build self-confidence, and learn about their 
literary heritage.

activism in action art & Writing contest 
The African American Museum in Philadelphia awarded Russ-
Ahna Davenport ’18 second place for her submission to its Martin 
luther King Jr. Weekend Celebration’s Activism in Action Art & 
Writing contest. 

Sisterhood
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Scholar-athlete award
In recognition of her outstanding academic and 

athletic achievements, which have set an example 

for those who follow her, the Scholar Athlete Award 

is presented to:

Kaitlyn devine

Golden Bear Spirit award
The Golden Bear Spirit Award is presented to the 

following students for their constant display of 

spirit and enthusiasm at Merion Mercy Academy:

catherine perlick

Maire Sturm

domenica tomasetti

dedication award 
For their constant display of exemplary spirit, 

dedication, and athletic service, which have acted 

as a source of inspiration to their fellow athletes and 

coaches, the Dedication Award is presented to:

Julie d’agostino

Megan Gilligan

Gabrielle heinsinger

Melissa Mccabe

alyssa pizzi

caroline heath

alexandra lee

Briana Quinn

lauren thomas 

Maria Zeris

Senior athlete award

They are the backbone of their team, spirited, 

dedicated, and loved by their coaches and 

teammates. The Senior Athlete honorees are: 

Kathleen Farrell

Sabina Maurer

coacheS’ award
Respected by their coaches and teammates for their 

intensity, desire, and commitment, the following 

students are presented with the Coaches’ Award:

Sabrina ciervo

anne Gormley 

Bernadette McGeever

chriStian athlete award
For her unique ability to combine her athletic 

talents along with those qualities that embody 

and represent athletics in the purest sense, the 

Christian Athlete Award is presented to:

elizabeth McMonagle

VarSity awardS
Awards are presented to our elite athletes who 

have displayed superior talent, and, because of 

their talent, will, in many cases, continue to play 

in college.

Our varsity sports awards are presented to the 

following members of the Class of 2016:

Jaclyn Benedict

Kate derewicz

Kaitlyn devine 

anne Gormley

Around Campus

Year-end awards for athletics 2015-2016

senior awards

Congratulations to the following athletes who signed 
letters of intent and made commitments to play sports 
on the collegiate level: 

Fall Signing
The following athletes who signed letters of intent and made commitments 
to play sports on the collegiate level: Caroline Heath, lacrosse, Saint Joseph’s 
university; Jaclyn Benedict, lacrosse, Jacksonville university; Sabina maurer, 
crew, Columbia university; Kathleen Farrell, crew, George Washington 
university; maria Zeris, crew, university of Virginia. 

Spring Athletic Commitments
Briana Quinn, softball, Haverford College; Gabrielle Heinsinger, basketball, 
New York university; and Brooklynne Taylor, crew, Duquesne university 

MoSt ValuaBle player
Basketball Jada Smith ’17 

Crew  Kathleen Farrell ’16 

and Sabina Maurer ’16 

Field Hockey Kelsey Farkas ’17 

Golf Kate derewicz ’16 

Lacrosse Jaclyn Benedict ’16 

Soccer Mikayla tolen ’16 

Softball Briana Quinn ’16 

Swimming   anne Gormley ’16 

and anne hughes ’17 

Tennis Kristin Kelley ’16 

Track Sabrina ciervo ’16 

Volleyball allison Stranick ’17

5Summer 2016
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More than 300 guests attended Merion 

Mercy’s 39th annual Sip ’n Bid dinner and 

auction. The decorating committee created all 

of the excitement and glamour of Hollywood–

complete with red carpet and “paparazzi.”

SIP ’N BID

2 0 1 5

6 Mater Matters
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the

Keating Family
2000 S. 11th Street • Philadelphia, PA 19148

215-462-0208

Gil’s 
   Wholesale 
       Distributors

Wonderful SponsorsThank You to Our

event chairs Bruce and Karin Lamonaca and 
Tricia and Don Procopio stand with Principal 
Sister Barbara Buckley ’72 (center).

In addition to current parents attending the event, Sip ’n Bid brings 
so many friends of merion mercy together–past parents, former 
faculty, alumnae, board members. Dr. Henry Bender, Christine 
Kiernan, Michelle Gerace ’09, Bill Githens, and Noreen Gerace

Phil and Kellie Russo pose with 
some iconic Hollywood “stars.”

maureen and Jim Carroll

Carol restifo and Suzanne 
and Curtis Lehman

Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and silent auction 
preceded a sit down dinner and the always-
exciting loud auction. The loud auction kicked off 
with Sip ’n Bid’s first “paddle raise.”

Throughout the evening, guests bid on countless 
gift certificates and dining experiences, many one-
of-a-kind gifts, such as an engraved captain’s chair, 
travel opportunities, and golf outings. 

All proceeds from the event directly benefits 
students at the Academy.
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The Mother/Daughter Fashion Show

sparkled
Event chairs Leslie Pellegrino and Linda DiOttavio Murray ’86 

led a shining team of moms and showed how The Magic of Merion Sparkles.

Top right: Seniors Diana Striplet, Kayla Gerace, Katherine Clementi, and Fiona Kennedy  •  Bottom right: Senior volunteers Amanda Paolini and Sabrina Ciervo
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Maire ’16 and Johanna Sturm ’06 with their 
grandmother, Anne Therese Larkin Smith ’48, 
and mother, Florence Sturm

Jackie DiOttavio, Linda DiOttavio Murray ’86, 
Courtney ’16, Allison ’16, and Erin ’19 Murray

GEnEraTiOnS
of Mercy Girls

Some of the event volunteers Darlene Quinn, Theresa Flanagan, Leslie Pellegrino, Linda DiOttavio Murray ’86, 
JoAnne Resnic, Donna Marandola, Jill Hoffner, and Mary Fallon

Merion Mercy Fathers and Daughters

GivE Back
The annual Father/Daughter Service Project proved a huge success. A team of 

more than 50 dads–led by Fathers’ Club President Mark Lo Sasso–and their 
daughters made, boxed, and delivered more than 1,000 meals to Aid for Friends. 
Aid for Friends is an organization that provides meals and companionship to the 

elderly, disabled, and destitute in the Greater Philadelphia area.

9Summer 2016

Father/Daughter duo Kevin and 
Moira Dougherty ’18

Sophomores Ava Lo Sasso, Kelly King, 
and Annina Baccile

George and Meredith Mackenzie ’18 
are all smiles at the 64th Father/
Daughter Dinner Dance.

Father/Daughter 
Dinner Dance



10 Mater Matters

COmmenCement 2016

One hundred and twenty seven 
Merion Mercy Academy seniors graduated this year.

Collectively, they’ve also received

689 leTTers of accepTaNce
from 165 colleges and universities.

The Class of 2016 has earned a total of 

489 MeriT scholarships
totaling $24,900,800.

10 Mater Matters

2 O 1 6
the class  of
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Jennie Claire Alessandroni
College of Charleston

Lauren Anne Bambach
University of Delaware

Emma K. Barrera
The George Washington 

University

Kimberly S. Baxter
The University of Scranton

Jaclyn Renee Benedict
Jacksonville University

Bianca Claire Berman
St. John’s University, Queens

Colleen Cassidy Boyle
The University of Scranton

Sofia Rose Brignola
Loyola University Maryland

Madison Elise Brown
West Chester University

Myra Amber Brown
Cabrini College

Kristen Marie Buscemi
Saint Joseph’s University

Grace Victoria Campbell
Temple University

Nichola Teresa Cappelli
Temple University

Sabrina S. Ciervo
Georgetown University

Alexandria LoPresti 
Cipolloni

The Catholic University 
of America

Katherine Emily Clementi
Franklin and Marshall College

Daniela Colavita
Loyola University Maryland

Carly Cox
Cabrini College

Daisha M. Crooks
Villanova University

Julie Elizabeth D’Agostino
University of Delaware

Theresa Marie Dierkes
University of Pennsylvania

Kathryn Marie Derewicz
Georgetown University

Kaitlyn Marie Devine
Boston College

Kelsey Anne DiMatteo
Saint Joseph’s University

Abigail Marianna Dolan
Cabrini College

Mary Grace Dolan
Providence College

Meaghan Elise Rossi
DeSales University

Anna Terese Rudegeair
Hofstra University

Devyn Alexis Schwarz
Saint Joseph’s University

Megan Stangis
Loyola University Maryland

Diana Nickens Striplet
Haverford College

Máire Kathleen 
Anne Sturm

Saint Joseph’s University

Ava Louise Sullivan
Temple University

Mary Anna Sutter
Goucher College

Julia Maria Swahl
Saint Joseph’s University

Brooklynne Monet Taylor
Duquesne University

Lauren Alexandra Thomas
Temple University

Mikayla Anne Tolen
Loyola University Chicago

Domenica Bridget 
Tomasetti

The Catholic University of 
America

Maeve Catherine Tucker
Duquesne University

Brianna M. Vassallo
Saint Joseph’s University

Rachel E. Weiss
Temple University

Taylor Nicole Wilson
Temple University

Kennady Ann Wright
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Yiwei Xia
Fordham University

Maomiao Xie
University of Colorado  

at Boulder

Jingru Xu
Columbia College Chicago

Amber Mae Young
West Chester University

Sarah Elizabeth 
Lutz Young

West Chester University

Maria Janine Zeris
University of Virginia

Rebecca Anne Dolan
Cedar Crest College

Victoria Marie Donnelly
New York University

Genevieve Marie Dooner
Saint Joseph’s University

Morgan Elizabeth 
Dougherty

Temple University

Alexandra Duckworth
Fordham University

Lucy Anne Fanto
Loyola University Maryland

Kathleen Erin Farrell
The George Washington 

University

Katherine Elizabeth 
Flanagan

Pennsylvania State University

Helena Eve Fox
University of Pittsburgh

Gianna Marie Fresta
Gwynedd Mercy University

Taylor Milan Gaines
North Carolina Central University

Kayla Marie Gerace
Philadelphia University

Nicole Danielle Giannini
Pennsylvania State University

Brianna Rose Giarraputo
Loyola University Maryland

Megan M. Gilligan
Fordham University

Gianna Giordano
Bryn Mawr College

Anne Elizabeth Gormley
The University of Scranton

Emmalee Mei Graham
The College of New Jersey

Katharine Leigh Graham
Pennsylvania State University

Shannon Kathleen Green
Washington College

Rosemary Xilian Grogan
American University

Grace Judith Gutos
Drexel University

Kristen Rose Harrison
Ithaca College

Brittany Nicole Hartzell
Saint Joseph’s University

Sydney Elizabeth Hasson
Pennsylvania State University

Caroline Mary Heath
Saint Joseph’s University

Gabrielle Marie Heinsinger
New York University

Olivia Rae Hoffner
Temple University

Sara Elisabeth Jaskot
Syracuse University

Kristin Elizabeth Kelley
University of Pittsburgh

Fiona Mary Kennedy
Georgetown University

Kristin LaMonaca
University of Delaware

Sarah Catherine Laske
Saint Joseph’s University

Alexandra Susan Lee
Washington College

Julia Catherine Leodori
Villanova University

Maria Thérèse Leone
University of Delaware

Min Liu
Stony Brook University

Elizabeth Joyce Lunardi
Hofstra University

Jacqueline Rose Malloy
West Chester University

Sarah Anne Manion
West Chester University

Jamie L. Marandola
The Catholic University 

of America

Lauren Alyssa Marshall
Loyola University Maryland

Sarah Catherine Matson
West Chester University

Gwen Felsoci Mattia
Fairfield University

Mia Isabella Mattioli
Saint Joseph’s University

Sabina Jung Maurer
Columbia University

Clare M. McCabe
Fordham University

Melissa Anne McCabe
West Virginia University

Michelle Barbara McCann
Saint Joseph’s University

Taylor Shanelle McClain
Bryn Mawr College

Meghan Rosemary 
McDermott

University of Virginia

Mei Lin McElhill
The University of Scranton

Bernadette Marie 
McGeever

DePaul University

Keira Rose Waller 
McKinley

The University of the Arts

Elizabeth Anne 
McMonagle

Villanova University

Maeve Kelly Moran
Temple University

Kelsey Joan Mullen
Pennsylvania State University

Allison Marie Murray
Belmont University

Courtney Lynne Murray
High Point University

Jenna Mae Newman
Loyola University Maryland

Teresa Anne Niznan
Drexel University

Elizabeth Mae Olson
Saint Mary’s College

Lawrencia Miriam O’Neill
College of Charleston

Leah E. Palombi
University of Virginia

Amanda Dorothy Paolini
West Chester University

Courtney Ann Pellegrino
The George Washington 

University

Catherine Perlick
Fordham University

Amelia Suzanne Piccone
Queen’s University

Alyssa Marie Pizzi
Syracuse University

Briana M. Quinn
Haverford College

Maria Raptis
Saint Joseph’s University

Madeline Louise Resnic
College of Charleston

Alessandra G. Restifo
Temple University

Daniella Louis Rizzo
Philadelphia University

Elizabeth Spencer Rizzo
Temple University

Gabriella Louis Rizzo
Pace University

Isabelle M. Rosini
The Catholic University 

of America

university and college 
d e c i s i o n s
the School liSted iS the Student’S inStitution oF choice.
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“When catherine Mcauley eStaBliShed her House 
of Mercy in 1827, the streets of Dublin were stricken with 
illness and poverty. But I have always found it remarkable 
that there in the city, where merely feeding the poor posed 
enough of a challenge, Catherine felt so strongly compelled to 
establish a place of learning. Catherine once wrote: ‘No work 
of charity can be more productive of good to society than the 
careful instruction of women, because whatever the station 
they are destined to fill, their example and advice will always 
have influence. ’ 

Catherine was a woman ahead of her time. She saw that the 
betterment of Dublin resulted directly from the betterment 
of the women who lived there. Many generations of Mercy 
women have come and gone since then, and Catherine’s 
legacy has expanded significantly beyond that simple house 
on Baggot Street. But those who have carried on her mission 
have never stopped believing in the capacity of women to 
shape a better society than the one they were given. We have 
never stopped believing in the capacity of places like Merion 
Mercy Academy to help make this possible.

Student Speech (ABRIDGeD)

GIVeN BY: MaeVe Moran ’16

Daisha Crooks, Colleen Boyle, Julie D’Agostino, Grace Dolan, Jamie Marandola, MMA Faculty member Jaclyn Ozzimo ’07, Bianca Berman, Amber Young, 
Helena Fox, and Brooklynne Taylor

commencement 2 O 1 6
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The Irish claddagh is a symbol 

befitting the cultural heritage, 

corporal works, and spiritual legacy 

of Catherine McAuley, foundress 

of the Sisters of Mercy. It is 

comprised of three elements: the 

heart representing hospitality and 

compassion, the hands representing 

service and care, and the crown 

representing leadership and fidelity 

to one’s cause. We celebrate the ways 

in which these symbols similarly 

embody our students’ exceptional 

character and achievement.

The hearT oF Mercy award 

is presented to a graduating senior 

who exemplifies the essence of Mercy, 

offering time, effort, talent and in the 

spirit of Catherine McAuley. 

2016 Recipient: 

Mary “Molly” Sutter

The Service award 

is presented to a graduating senior 

for her demonstrated spirit of servant 

leadership in responding generously to 

the Gospel call to action and seeking 

justice through her volunteer efforts 

with MMA-sponsored projects and/or 

community-based programs.

2016 Recipient: 

Madeline reSnic

The LoyaLTy award 

is presented to a graduating senior who 

has demonstrated extraordinary loyalty 

and pride in the Merion Mercy school 

community, acting with conviction 

and integrity in all she does, and 

understanding the importance of being 

a woman of Mercy.

2016 Recipient: 

Grace caMpBell

claddagh awards Yet now, nearly two centuries later, we find ourselves at a challenging 
crossroads. We live in the era of the selfie. Our lives are not directly experienced 
as much as they are Snapchatted, Tweeted, and Instagrammed, constituting a 
sort of composite selfie. We embrace a twenty-first century of technology, yet one 
might wonder what there is to be said of a society that is so devoted to taking its 
own picture.

But Merion has challenged us to consider the larger picture. We have been 
asked to remember that we are just part of a long line of women called to live 
mercy and seek justice. We have been reminded that our responsibility to the 
world is so much bigger than just ourselves and our selfies. 

So we took our selfies. But we took them on the dance floor of Zambella, and 
on the back roads of Kentucky, and on Junior Day of Service. We took them on 
a boat floating in the Schuylkill, on the stage after a long rehearsal, on the field 
after a tough game. We took them with a beloved class after ‘Beauty Shop,’ with 
our reaffirmed sisters on Ring Day, with our Kairos groups, with Pope Francis 
waving in the background. We took them with our teachers, our parents, our 
friends and our mentors—all of those people who we have to thank today for their 
unconditional support and guidance. Without their love and faith in us we surely 
would not be standing here today. 

Critics say that selfies are evidence of the vanity so often attributed to 
Millennials. They say that we are ignorant of the world around us, paralyzed 
by our own self-interest. But Merion girl selfies are not borne of isolation 
or narcissism. Rather, they are a celebration of our enduring connections to 
everyone we meet, and a sign of our responsibility to advocate for the kind of 
world we want to live in. They memorialize the bonds between us 127 sisters. So 
stay connected: take the selfie, accept the friend request, swipe right, and engage 
in the Mercy network that spans from Baggot Street to Broad Street and beyond 
with the touch of a button. I eagerly await the selfies of the future, in which my 
fellow members of the class of 2016 will be standing on the Great Wall of China, 
serving in Americorps, graduating from law school, holding their first child, or 
better yet, all of the above. 

I cannot say what Catherine McAuley would think about modern social media, 
or even selfies. But I hope we will take one more class selfie today. It will hang in 
dorm rooms across the country, something to glance at after a long day to remind 
us of our place in the Mercy sisterhood—an association that preludes, transcends, 
and outlives the self. May it remind us of the lessons we have learned here and 
of the wonderful people who have taught us these lessons. And most of all, may 
it remind us of Merion’s unique capacity to spur us towards lives of service, 
commitment, and engagement; in short, towards lives beyond ourselves.” 

COmmenCement 2016
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The gathering included the unveiling 
of the project plans as well as 
architectural design boards showcasing 
each of the pillars of Merion Mercy’s 
building project and fascinating talks 
from the builder and the architect.

As the alma mater was sung, Principal 
S. Barbara Buckley ’72 and Merion 
Mercy’s Campaign leadership 
team, including Richard and Mimi 
Wolfington Heany ’77, Patrick and 
Leslie Drialo Ryan ’78, and Robert and 
Ellen Byrnes Willcox ’80, unveiled the 
campaign logo.

Campaign for the Spot We Love So Well

On March 19, 2016, close to two hundred parents, alumnae, 

students, past parents, and friends gathered in MMA’s 

gymnasium to officially kickoff the public phase of the 

Upward & Onward Capital Campaign.

THESE ARE ExCiTing TiMES 
at Merion Mercy Academy.
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Art and 
Design Center

Upward & Onward Capital Campaign Initiatives

• two new studio spaces

•  studios are entered through a gallery space, which 

will feature rotating exhibits of students’ works

•  studio A is approximately 1059 square feet 

(This studio will be a setting for both introductory 

art and design as well as graphic and digital art 

projects).

•  studio B is approximately 1228 square feet (This 

is a large flexible loft style artist studio, which will 

support creative and thoughtful art in a variety 

of media. It faces north and will provide an 

abundance of ideal natural lighting as well 

as views of the surrounding landscape.)  

•  both studios will allow for a more flexible, 

instructional space including the latest 

technological advances and areas for student 

exhibitions to facilitate its highly successful  

and expanding arts program
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•  expanded collaborative learning spaces to maximize the impact of new 

technology, such as the 1:1 computing initiative, and school programs, 

such as a customized, hybrid schedule that allows for extended time 

for students to focus on projects and enrichment activities

Collaborative 
Learning 
Spaces
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•  private offices for College and Personal Counseling 

to meet with students and parents as well as a larger 

conference room for collaborative workshops where 

counselors and faculty can work with students

College and 
Personal 
Counseling 
Center

Upward & Onward Capital Campaign Initiatives
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•  a new, energy-efficient kitchen for in-house 

food preparation in order to yield healthier food 

choices in a more eco-friendly environment 

•  a multipurpose dining hall that includes 

communal gathering space 

•  white boards and Promethean boards so 

that the room can be used for meetings and 

presentations outside normal lunch codes

•  table seating will be a mix of round and 

rectangular tables for maximum efficiency 

of space 

•  wooden slat ceiling and gas fireplace adding 

to the warm atmosphere of the space

Kitchen and 
Dining Hall
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Student 
Activities 
and Athletics 
Center

•  a renovated student activities and athletics 

center that will afford much-needed space not 

only for its thriving sports programs, but to 

accommodate service programs, extracurricular 

activities, exhibits, meetings, and community 

events (both internal programs and initiatives that 

include neighbors and families from underserved 

communities)

• regulation height for volleyball

• regulation length for basketball

• two practice basketball courts

• new scoreboard

•  drop-down curtain that divides the gym to allow 

two different functions to happen simultaneously 

•  bleacher seating that can be pulled out 

for class meetings

•  increased size and capacity for major functions, 

such as Sip ’n Bid and Sisters of Mercy events

• upgraded lighting and sound capabilities

Upward & Onward Capital Campaign Initiatives
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 •  new focal point of the school as most 

parking will be toward this entrance

•  sits between the Student Activities 

and Athletics Center on the left 

and the Kitchen and Dining Hall on 

the right

• two stories high (all glass) 

• collaboration areas

• spirit shop

•  areas for students to meet and 

socialize before and after school

Entranceway from Meeting House Lane
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 MMA Board of Trustees, true to their reputation of constantly preparing 
for the future in education, embarked on an extensive, fact-finding mission 
to ascertain both the elements needed for MMA to continue to execute its 
mission to educate young women to fulfill the demands of today’s world, 
rooted in the Mercy Core Values and what, from a structural standpoint, 
would be required to implement these elements.  Thus, the case of the 
Upward & Onward Campaign was established.  The Board unanimously 
agreed that this campaign would be funded by philanthropic gifts and not by 
increasing the tuition.

Many loyal donors helped to start the campaign with significant contributions. 
The administration has been both encouraged and humbled to meet with 
parents, past parents, and alumnae who are so grateful for the education 
that they or their daughters received at Merion Mercy Academy. 

While Merion Mercy has made great strides in its 

implementation of new programs and technologies, 

it needs to address very crucial structural alterations 

to set the stage for the school’s future as a dynamic 

institution that educates young women who serve the 

needs of their world in ever creative ways. Worthy of 

Catherine McAuley’s mission, the Campaign is essential 

for both the school’s legacy and the future generations 

of women of Mercy. 

The Rise
The school was most delighted 

to receive a significant gift from 

the Maguire Foundation for the 

FranceS M. MaGuire ’53 
art & deSiGn center. 
Mrs. Maguire is both an 

ambassador of the arts and a 

distinguished alumna of Merion 

Mercy Academy. MMA looks 

forward to collaborating with 

Mrs. Maguire on aspects of the 

school’s art program.
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“I want to give back to Merion Mercy.” Hearing those words 

over and over again from donors gives Executive Director of 

Advancement, Kelley Kuyat, the drive needed to fundraise.  

Those words and the knowledge that Merion Mercy remains 

true to the mission of Catherine McAuley. “For more than 

125 years, Merion Mercy has not wavered from Catherine’s 

mission. MMA is a school for all young women, coming from 

various backgrounds, who want to be well-educated, to lead, 

and to serve others. Mercy isn’t just our middle name, it is 

the foundation of everything we hope to achieve,” said Mrs. 

Kuyat. Kelley believes Merion Mercy’s top priorities are fully 

understood and completely embraced by all constituencies, 

which is another source of great inspiration.  

To ensure that Merion Mercy continues to live and breathe 

the mission, the Upward & Onward Campaign has been 

set in motion and will provide the infrastructure to support 

trailblazing programs that are already in place, impacting every 

aspect of school life. The future of Merion Mercy includes 

meaningful programming with dedicated resources to guide 

and empower the Merion Mercy legacy.  

There is still plenty of opportunity for you to join in this 

important time in MMA history.  Mrs. Kuyat shared, “We have 

plenty of fundraising ahead of us, and my hope is that you will 

respond like so many others I have met with recently and say, 

“’I want to give back to Merion Mercy.’”

If you would like to support Upward & Onward with a gift, 

inquire about a naming opportunity, or volunteer to be a part 

of a team that is advancing the mission of Merion Mercy, 

please contact Kelley Kuyat at kkuyat@merion-mercy.com 

or 610.664.6655, x180.

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Anderson 

Hortensia Alvarez Anillo ‘52

Anonymous

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Bevilacqua

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Brennan, Jr.

Mrs. Mary Brennan

Kara Brown ‘08

Megan Brown ‘06

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bruder 

(Kathleen Ryan ‘56)   

S. Barbara Buckley ‘72

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Bullock

Patricia Carbine ‘48

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Connor

Marianne Corr  ‘74

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen D’Angelo

Linda Quinlan D’Orazio ’96

Miss Mary Ann Danovich

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Derewicz 

Mr. & Mrs. Basil DiSipio

eFM Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew eisenhardt

Nicole Perretta Elguicze ’91

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Farkas

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Farrell 

(Lisa Nicolella ‘78)

Mr. & Mrs. T. Mark Farrell

Mr. & Mrs. John Fioravanti

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gaval

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Garrity

Mr. & Mrs. William Githens

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Grace

Mr. Michael Guzzardi

Mr. & Mrs. Harry R. Halloran, Jr. 

(Catherine Bannon ‘59) 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Healey, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Heany 

(Mimi Wolfington ‘77) 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Hill III

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hock

Ms. Gail Jacobson 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jensen

Mr. & Mrs. Pierce Keating 

(Katie Duffy ‘77)

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Kelley

Paul e. Kelly Foundation

Ms. Noreen Kromm

Moira Lake ‘05

Mr. & Mrs. James Maguire 

(Frances McLaughlin ‘53)

Emma McCreight ‘04 

Mr. & Mrs. John McGeever

Mr. & Mrs. eustace Mita

Mr. John Moran

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Mullen

Mr. & Mrs. J. Clark O’Donoghue

Mr. & Mrs. William O’Shea

Kathleen Oldfield ’83

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pergolini

Mr. & Mrs. John Pierce

Mary Ellen Ryan ’58 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Ryan 

(Leslie Drialo ‘78)

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schrieber

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Shea

Sisters of Mercy

Mary Rita (Molly) McShane Stefanski ’05

St. Denis CYO

In Memory of Anne Fogarty Troy ‘50

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Willcox 

(Ellen Byrnes ‘80)

Mr. Rick Williamson

Gail DeVecchis Wygant ‘72

Mr. & Mrs. James Zeris

Maria Zeris ‘16

Thank You to Our Donors…
(As of June 1, 2016)

“i Want To give Back”
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M E R I    U N I O N
WHAT A WOnDERFUL DAY AT MERiOn MERCY ACADEMY!

On Saturday, April 23, 2016, Merion Mercy Academy welcomed 

more than 300 alumnae! Mass in the Motherhouse Chapel 

was followed by an all-class reception and dinner 

(for reunion classes ending in 1 and 6) in the school building. 

Bottom

The Golden Circle medals are annually given to alums in attendance who 

are celebrating their 50th reunion. Members of the class of 1966 (this year’s 

Golden Circle group) gather after the liturgy. 

Front row: Dorthea DiBello DiGiovanni, Virginia Hauserman Sten, 
Kathleen Sopko Lightman, Patricia Coleman, Betty Keefe 

Amichetti, Maureen Shields Manion, Christine McNichol 
Hill, Kathleen Pillion Conroy, Gigi Hinckle Reitano, Toby 
O’Keefe Cassidy, and Bernadette McHugh Nicholas; Back 
row: Mary Smith McCabe, Lois Carroll Mills, Marianne 
Valerio, Hedy Cerwinka, Barbara Britz Coffey, Adele Griffin 

Blanchard, Patricia Turbitt Segal, Elaine Girod Marnell, 
Nancy Maguire Lawler, Mary Frances Curlett Maiatico

24 Mater Matters

top

Long-time art teacher Sister Ethel Sweeney, 
RSM, receives warm cheers when her name is 
announced.

Bottom

Keeping it all in the family, the “Ryan ladies” 
span three generations at MMA. Some of 
the Ryans at Meri-union 2016 took a minute 
for a photo: Sally Ryan McNichol ’61, Kathleen 

Ryan Bruder ’56, Mary Kate Bruder Trusk ’86 
(her daughter is Meghan Trusk ‘19), Mary  
Ellen Ryan ’58, and Rody Ryan McCarty ’63.
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Mark Your Calendars:

AlumnAe events
July 28, 2016 - Yearbook Signing for the Class of 2016

OctOber 5, 2016 - General Alumnae Association Meeting

OctOber 19, 2016 - Alumnae Tea (for Golden Alumnae)

December 3, 2016 - Alumnae Bus Trip to New York City 

December 13, 2016 - Christmas Concert and Alumnae Night

JAnuAry 5, 2017 - College Alumnae Event

JAnuAry 16, 2017 -  Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service/
General Alumnae Association Meeting

top Left

Guest Rosalind Fulton ’71 stepped up for a photo on 
MMA’s new banner. 

top Right

The youngest of the reunion years—Class of 2011 
—enjoy their first Meri-union. Mary Kate Gibbons, 
Kaitlyn Votta, Mackenzie Halter, and Elizabeth Parker

middLe Right

Still friends after all these years…Class of 1981. 
Front row: Josie McHugh Quigley, Andrea Koletas 
Spiegel, and Michelle Formato Chambers; Back row: 
Marianne Turbitt Petrison, Peggy Doyle, Pam Tyranski 
Katzenstein, and Cynthia Lutz Young 

Bottom

Friends form the Class of 1996 Chrissie Cutuli, Meghan 
Thomas Waters, and Daneen Stamps Baird

25Summer 2016
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The Nineties
Merion Mercy was so happy to welcome 
Mary Beth Weston ertel, Phd ’95 
back to campus. Mary Beth was the 
guest speaker for this year’s National 
Honor Society induction. Dr. Ertel is 
in practice as a clinical developmental 
psychologist.

rebecca Beeman geffner ’98 works 
at Temple University, Fox School 
of Business as the Director for 
International and Executive Programs. 
She graduated from Vanderbilt 
University in 2002 and earned a Master 
of International Affairs from Columbia 
University in 2008.

alycia appicello Kelly ’98 published 
her second novel A Criminal Magic this 
February.  The fantasy takes place in 
an alternative Prohibition-era America 
where magic instead of alcohol has been 
prohibited, and follows an undercover 
Prohibition agent and a bootlegging 
sorcerer as they become entangled in the 
magic underworld.  The book was just 
optioned for television by Warner Bros. 
this past month. Alycia and her husband, 
Jeff, welcomed their daughter, Summer 
Evalyn, into the world on August 10, 2015.  
Big brother, Penn, couldn’t be 
more thrilled! 

Kelly o’neill Kishel ’98 resides in 
Havertown, Pa. with her husband Frank 
and their three children: Ryan (12), 
Charlotte (5), and Annie (16 months).  
Kelly is a pharmacist at Bryn Mawr 
Hospital.

Bonnie Villari nicolari ’98 sent a 
lovely thank you upon receiving the 
MMA bib for her daughter, Anna. In 
addition to the thank you message, she 
wrote, “I can’t tell you how proud I am 
to be a Merion alum! And, I hope with 
all of my heart that my Anna gets to 
experience wonderful Merion Mercy 
Academy when it’s time for her to go to 
high school.”

class notes
Share Your News! 
Merion Mercy Academy encourages all alumnae to share news in the 
Class Notes section of Mater Matters. To contribute, send your news to 
kcawley@merion-mercy.com or write to: Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90, 
Alumnae News, 511 Montgomery Ave., Merion Station, PA 19066.
(Class Notes may be edited for length, grammar, and content.)

The Fifties
dolinda J. Martell Balch ’53 shared, 
“My first great grandchild, Christopher K. 
Goodman, Jr., was born July 4, 2015.  We 
are truly blessed.” 

The Sixties
Susan Berry eberhardt ’62 shared, “Last 
year (2015), saw two special births for me: 
my fourth grandchild, Violet Margot, and 
the publication of my new book, TINY 
BITES: Scratch Recipes for the Toy Oven.”

catherine Moynihan carapellotti 
’66 was disappointed to miss her 50th 
reunion and said, “I look forward to 
any updates and/or a photo of my 
former classmates.  I have been living 
in California for almost 30 years with 
my husband of 46 years, Larry.  We have 
been blessed with two children and five 
grandchildren.  We love to travel and 
entertain.  Life has been wonderful.”

The Seventies
Mary (Meg) gartland henigan ’76 is a 
school psychologist in Marple Newtown 
School District. She shared, “I just 
completed my second year in the School 
Psychology Doctoral Program at PCOM. 
I have three, fantastic children: Patrick 
(who got married in May 2016), Timothy, 
and Madelyn.”

helene gorman Bradley ’75 sent in this 
message with her annual fund gift, “Our 

daughter eleanor ’04 married D. Patrick 
Huyett on October 30, 2015. Her co-maids 
of honor were her sisters, Marianne ’06 
and eileen ’09. Her matron of honor was 
Jill chrest doyle ’04. Also in attendance 
were Joan esmonde ’75, carolyn reaph 
ounan ’75, Margaret Mary Mooney 
Warner ’75, Megan chrest Staniszewski 
’01, alyssa nardi ’05, Kate Barker ’06, 
and Johanna Sturm ’06.”

doreen Maddox-canning ’77 and her 
husband, Regis Canning, live in Brooklyn 
and Westport, NY. She wrote in with her 
annual fund gift, “I still work in the arts 
with artists and various projects–most 
recently on a project in Rome called 
Tevereterno with Kristen Jones and 
William Kentridge.” Tevereterno is 
a multidisciplinary cultural project 
whose mission focuses on the revival of 
Rome’s Tiber River as a public space for 
contemporary art and culture. 

The Eighties
Beth lamb curran ’82 is proud to 
be “Celebrating 14 years as owner of 
GoldenCare, LLC (a leading provider 
of Non Medical Senior In Home Care 
Services on the Main Line).”

Jennifer Baldino Bonett ’87 wrote 
in the following message with her 
annual fund gift, “I’m Senior Manager 
of Communications and Marketing 
at Christiana Care Health System in 
Wilmington, Del. Thank you to MMA’s 
English Department for the education 
and inspiration.”
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The 00s
Martha limbach francks ’00 shared, 
“A group of friends and alums from 
the Class of 2000 celebrated the birth 
of seven babies in a six month period. 
Pictured from left to right: Ryan, son 
of Martha Limbach Francks, born 
August 2015; Bridget, daughter of Kelly 
Pickhaver hayes, born June 2015; 
Benjamin, son of laura dougherty 
Brnich, born June 2015; and Norah, 
daughter of holly Bigelow lean, born 
March 2015. Not pictured:  Rickie and 
Braeden, twin sons of Kristen esslinger 
Kirchner, born February 2015; and 
Christian, son of Bridget fazio 
hodgson, born July 2015.”

Marianne Milliner gillespie ’00 
announced, “My husband, Tim 
Gillespie, and I welcomed a baby girl, 
Iris Marie. She was born April 4, 2015, at 
10:54 a.m. I am very proud to have spent 
six months home with my daughter. I 
am very excited to start my new job at 
Haven Geriatric Behavioral Heath as a 
social worker and earned my master’s 
degree in Social Work (MSW).”

Kristen riviezzo fritz ’00 wrote in, 
“David Fritz and I were married on June 
6, 2015, at St. Elizabeth Parish, Upper 
Uwchlan Township. The reception 
was held at The Desmond, Malvern. 
Kathryn Barbuto charette ’00 was 
a bridesmaid. Maureen costello ’00 
and Jacqueline donohue thompson 
’00 read at Mass. Also in attendance 
from the Class of 2000 were lydia 
Benjamin, Moira Mcgoldrick, Maura 
cunningham, and fadiyla dopwell 
louis-obike.”

The University of Scranton inducted 
the six newest members into its 
athletics department Wall of Fame in 
February, 2016. Kristin thomas ’02 
was one of the six to earn this 
prestigious honor for her stellar career 
as a field hockey player. Kristin was 
named second team All-Regional by 
the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association in two of her three seasons 
at Scranton, making her one of just 
four players in program history to 
twice earn all-region honors. She was 
also twice named Freedom Conference 
Tri-Player of the Year (2004, 2005), 
and was also a three-time first-team 
all-conference selection (2003, 2004, 
2005). From her position as a defender, 
she finished her career with nine goals 
and five assists for 23 career points, 
and three of her goals were game-
winners. 

liz Jenkins Santana ’03 reported, “As 
a proud alumna of MMA, I wanted to 

share (news) about my company and its 
selection as the official Event Producer 
for the Democratic Nation Convention’s 
PoliticalFest. I truly believe that my 
education at MMA lead me to be the 
woman and business owner I am today. 
I know what a big impact the DNC 
will have on Philadelphia…I wanted to 
make sure to share this news with my 
Alma Mater.” 

Bridget gaffney anderson ’04 wrote 
in, “I love seeing all the great things 
that are happening at Merion via social 
media - makes me feel not so far away 
from home! I married Mark Anderson 
on October 3, 2015! MMA was well 
represented at our wedding. Among my 
bridesmaids were my sisters Shannon 
gaffney Strauss ’00 and Meghan 
gaffney ’02 and cristina Spinogatti 
diBartolomeo ’04. Also in attendance: 
alisa Bigelow lo castro ’04, Maribeth 
Bucci ’03, and allison amole ’04. 
allison sang for our mass.”

class notes

●  Kristin Redditt Grose ’00, “I married Josh Grose on August 29, 2015. Here is a picture of 
the Merion girls in attendance - we had a blast! Left to right: Ellen Purcell ’04, Elizabeth 
Purcell ’00 (maid of honor), Christina Masci McGee ’00, Kate Dintino Silberstein ’00, 
Alexis Ciccimaro Casper ’00, Jen Ruzzi Hartle ’00, Aubrey Cedrone Emrich ’00, and 
Clare Nicholson Zimmerman ’04.”
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started medical school at Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. I will be 
getting married to Thomas J. McCarthy, 
a fellow Yalie, in Philadelphia on June 11, 
2016, here in Philadelphia.”

Marissa Patterson fiordimondo ’08 
happily reported, “I married Justin 
Fiordimondo on November 7, 2015, at St. 
Monica’s Church in South Philadelphia 
followed by a reception at Vie.” She 
remains close ties with MMA as she 
completed her third season as the 
school’s Dance Team coach.

Maureen taylor Vitris ’05 shared, “I am 
currently living in Chicago and recently 
started a new position at Bel Brands USA 
as Category Sales Planning Manager. 
On August 15, 2015, I married Matthew 
Vitris at Old Saint Joseph’s Church in 
Old City and loved spending time back 
in Philadelphia! I was lucky to have my 

class notes

●  Cristina Spinogatti DiBartolomeo ’04 (far left) and Shannon Gaffney Strauss ’00 and Meghan 
Gaffney ’02 stand to the immediate left and right of the bride, Bridget Gaffney Anderson ’04

●  cecilia camardo ’05 married David 
Hashim on June 13, 2015, in Manhattan. 
Fellow Class of 2005 alumnae Mariel 
Boyd, Mary catherine Bullock, and 
Sacha Jowise Schneider were in 
attendance, along with MMA faculty 
Kimberly Baxter, Maria Miele Boyd ’72 
and Jennifer Creed Rego.

sister Meggie taylor ’08 as maid of 
honor as well as my cousins emily ’15 
and caroline ’17 deVoto and friend 
emily Benton ’05 to help celebrate.

Kate Barker ’06 works for Facebook and 
leads the Facebook relationships for Estee 
Lauder and Coty (Sally Hansen, Rimmel, 
Philosophy, Marc Jacobs) in her role as 
Client Partner.

christine Sweeney Steerman ’06 
married “Dustin J. Steerman on October 
17, 2015, in Philadelphia with many MMA 
alums present. Stephane d’angelo ’06 
was the maid of honor.”

Victoria gordon ’07 is a medical student 
at Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. She earned a BA in History 
of Science from Yale University and a 
MS in Human Nutrition from Columbia 
University. She wrote in, “I recently 

●  Marisa Martella ’08, Anna Reichlin ’08, 
Nicole Berenato ’08, bride Marissa, 
Brittany Angelastro ’08, Julia Mazza ’08, 
and Briana Potito ’10

●  Jacqueline Gaval Fitzpatrick ’08 
married Daniel Fitzpatrick on may 2, 
2015, with many Merion Mercy alumnae 
in attendance: Barbara ryan Flynn 
’77, Jennie ryan ’00, Jacqueline ryan 
Ratigan ’03, Eleanor Bradley Huyett ’04,  
Kristin Protesto Mattson ’05, Alison Ryan 
’05, Christine Schaad ’05, Kelly Gaval 
Sciblo ’05, Rachel Bowe ’06, Marianne 
Bradley ’06, Anne Fitzpatrick ’06,  Mattie 
Siegfried ’06, Kathleen Thomas ’07, 
Brittany Angelastro ’08, Kim Downey 
’08, Maeve Harris ’08, Eileen Bradley ’09, 
Allison Donahue ’09, Carolyn Sciblo ’09, 
Bridget Siegfried ’09, Sara Siegfried ’10, 
and mary Kate Donahue ’13

●  Sisters Meggie Taylor ’08 and Maureen 
Taylor Vitris ’05

●  Cecilia Camardo Hashim ’05 and David Hashim
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amanda friedlander fowler ’08 shared, 
“I just completed my Master of Science 
in Nursing and earned the degree of 
Family Nurse Practioner from the Medical 
University of South Carolina (MUSC) 
in Charleston, S.C. I will be working at 
Hollings Cancer Center at MUSC in 
hematology.”

Kelsey glynn ’08 kindly emailed, “I’ve 
been keeping up with Mater Matters and, 
from the sounds of it, MMA is thriving 
more than ever! Proud to call MMA my 
Alma Mater! Thank you!”

Jen taylor Bodnar ’09 shared, “I married 
Marc Bodnar on October 10, 2015. The 
photo from our wedding includes erin 
Mcginley ’09, anna McMenamin ’09, and 
Stephanie Siravo ’09. Since graduation 
I have worked as an animator/color 
designer on the PBS Show, ‘Sid the 
Science Kid’ and animator on Cartoon 
Network’s ‘MAD’ during my years at 
the School of Visual Arts in NYC. I then 
transferred and graduated University 
of the Arts in 2014 and earned a degree 
in Illustration and Animation. Since 
graduation, I have been a craft designer, 
recently launching a new line at Target 
called ’Creatify’ this past spring. I also 
am a children’s book illustrator, currently 
working on my seventh book.”

Kelly d’addona ’09 completed her Master 
of Science in Education degree from Johns 
Hopkins University. She also co-authored 
a chapter in a book entitled, Teaching 
Kindergarten: Learner Centered Classrooms 
for the 21st Century (Early Childhood 
Education). The book is available on 
Amazon. Although she completed her 
commitment to Teach for America, she 
continues to teach kindergarten in the 
Baltimore city public school system. ●  Katie Kavanaugh ’12 and Delia moran ’12

Julia Gallagher ’12
My take on the importance of the involvement of women is definitely biased because of 

my Merion Mercy education, but I have truly found that the best outcomes are produced 
when women are intimately involved and their input is put at the forefront. This is why 
I believe in the importance of the work of Mama Maji where I have been working as the 
development intern. Mama Maji (meaning mother water in swahili) is a non-profit whose 
mission is to empower women to change their world through water. In many countries, 
including Kenya where Mama Maji works, women are the collectors of water. In order to get 
the community buy in and sustainability for a water project the women are indispensible. 
Mama Maji takes it a step further and provides trainings and workshops teaching skills 
of small group management, grassroots marketing, public speaking, and designing and 
implementing their own community trainings. I hardly need to stress the importance of the 
involvement and empowerment of women in making change to Mercy girls. Mama Maji’s 
work directly connects with the Mercy Core Values of concern for women and women’s 
issues and global vision and responsibility.

During my time with Mama Maji, I spearheaded a campaign to raise $4,000 to finish 
a water kiosk in Kamrongo, Kenya and fund training for 30 community members to gain 
knowledge about the connection of health and clean water. Merion Mercy alums Lauren 
Meehan ’11 and Margot Zeller ’11 helped me share the message by allowing me to write a 
guest blog post for the blog they recently started, www.thethirdwheel.us!

WorK With econoMicS claSS
MMA’s social studies Department offers an Economics elective course in which 

students gain authentic exposure to business by creating their own start-up company, an 
understanding of the stock market, workplace leadership, and knowledge of several career 
opportunities. After this course, they appreciate the importance of entrepreneurship, financial 
literacy, and work readiness. Each semester, students create a company, select a product to 
sell, and donate all proceeds to a charity.  In the fall of 2015, Economics students sold “Forget 
Me not”  bracelets and designated Mama Maji as the recipient of their company’s profits.

PROFILE

class notes

Jennifer guzzardi ’10 is a graduate 
student at Marist College, earning a 
Master’s in Public Administration. She 
recently became a member of Marist 
College’s Pi Alpha Alpha National Honor 
Society. This prestigious honor is the 
national honor society for schools of 
public affairs and administration.

Sarah Blake ’11 graduated from Rowan 
University with honors in May 2016 with 
a master’s degree in English (Secondary 
Education).

Proud sister Marguerite Moran ’06 
wrote in, “Class of 2012’s delia Moran 
and Katie Kavanaugh (both Penn 
State University Class of 2016) were the 
Finance Director (Delia) and the Donor 
and Alumni Relations Development 
Director (Katie) for the Penn State 
Dance Marathon (THON). THON is 

the largest student-run philanthropy in 
the world committed to enhancing the 
lives of children and families impacted 
by childhood cancer. THON’s yearlong 
efforts culminate with a 46 hour no-sitting, 
no-sleeping dance marathon known as 
THON Weekend. This year, THON raised 
$9.8 million! Delia and Katie headed 
15,000 student volunteers!”
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Mary lastowka ’12 was on the fall 2015 
Dean’s List at Catholic University and 
on a Habitat for Humanity trip in New 
Mexico.

Kaitlin Peck ’12 is a Music Education 
major with a minor in Spanish Language 
at Temple University, with plans to 
graduate and student teach in the fall of 
2016. She performed her senior clarinet 
recital on November 20, 2015, at Temple 
University with Merion Mercy’s Music 
Director Patricia Brown ’83 in attendance. 
While at Temple, Kaitlin has served on 
the executive board of Temple’s chapter 
of the National Association for Music 
Education Collegiate (NAfMEC). She 
performed with the Temple University 
Wind Symphony, including performances 
in Boston (March 2014) and Nashville 
(March 2015) at the College Band 
Directors National Association’s 
(CBDNA) Eastern and National 
conferences, respectively. In August 
2015, Kaitlin paddled at her fourth World 
Dragon Boat Championship in Welland, 
Ontario on the Under 24 Mixed crew 
and was selected captain of the Women’s 
crew. In 2016-2017, Kaitlin will be a board 
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Australia and returned to San Diego State 
University for the spring 2016 semester.”

catherine Maurer ’15 contributed this 
from across the pond as she is in her 
first year at the University of Edinburgh, 
“Life here is busy, but I enjoy it. Outside 
of studying, I’m heavily involved in 
rowing and the Catholic Student Union 
(CSU). CSU is amazing. The Masses, 
prayer services, social events, service 
opportunities and faith-based “chats” 
are very well run and interesting. It’s 
also a great place to meet Catholics 
from around the world. I met friends 
from Paris, Germany, and Slovakia! A 
few weeks ago, the Sisters of Mercy 
attended the student Mass! I was very 
excited to find them in Edinburgh. 
After Mass, they asked for volunteers 
to help prepare and serve meals to the 
homeless in Edinburgh. When I signed 
up, the sisters were very interested to 
hear that I went to a Mercy school. The 
first thing they asked was if I knew the 
Circle of Mercy! It’s lovely helping out 
at the convent. It’s like having another 
connection with Merion, even though 
it’s 3000 miles away.” 

Weddings 

Josh grose to Kristen redditt ’00 
on August 29, 2015

david fritz to Kristen riviezzo ’00 
on June 6, 2015 

d. Patrick huyett to eleanor Bradley ’04 
on October 30, 2015

Mark anderson to Bridget gaffney ’04 
on October 3, 2015

david hashim to cecilia camardo ’05 
on June 13, 2015

Matthew Vitris to Maureen taylor ’05 
on August 15, 2015 

dustin J. Steerman to christine 
Sweeney ’06 on October 17, 2015

daniel fitzpatrick to Jacqueline gaval ’08 
on May 2, 2015

Justin fiordimondo to Marissa 
Patterson ’08 on November 7, 2015 

Marc Bodnar to Jen taylor ’09 on 
October 10, 2015

member of the Philadelphia Dragon Boat 
Association (PDBA), with plans to help 
coach the youth team. 

elizabeth Sack ’13 helped her Syracuse 
University field hockey team capture a 
national championship for the first time 
for any of Syracuse’s women’s athletics. 
The Syracuse field hockey team 
defeated North Carolina, 4-2, to win 
the national title.” 

Proud parents Karen and Nick Cristiano 
share some news on Molly cristiano ’13 
when they sent in their annual fund 
gift, “Molly completed a term abroad in 

●  Proud MMA mom Donna Sutherland shared this extraordinary photo and this message, 
“Sharisse Sutherland ’12 and her group from University of Pennsylvania, Penn Sirens, had 
the pleasure of singing at the White House twice before Christmas. Her MMA and Penn 
classmate Caitlyn Ibrahim ’12 is also in the photo.” 

Sharisse is sitting front and center with First Lady Michelle Obama’s hands on on her 
shoulders, and Caitlyn is sitting on the far right in the first row, second from the end.
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Arrivals
christian and diane Johnson dicicco ’97, 
MMa trustee, a son, Charlie John 

Jeff  and alycia appicello Kelly ’98, 
a daughter, Summer Evalyn 

Kevin and Bonnie Villari nicolari ’98, 
a daughter, Anna Elizabeth 

Joseph and Martha limbach francks ’00, 
a son, Ryan 

tim and Marianne Milliner gillespie ’00, 
a daughter, Iris Marie 

Michael and Kelly Pickhaver hayes ’00, 
a daughter, Bridget 

Scott and holly Bigelow lean ’00, 
a daughter, Norah 

Steve and Killeen Shuda Murphy ’00, 
a daughter, Annika Kathleen

Jordan and Maureen owston glick ’02, 
a son, Thomas Abraham

adam and Katie Murtha dickman ’02, 
a daughter, Samantha Margaret 

Michael and ann Pelicata Muth ’02, 
a daughter, Hannah Quinn 

charlie and Brighid zabel dougherty ’03, 
a daughter, Emma Rose, and a son, 
Charles John  

dan and elizabeth Mccauley Mccall ’04, 
MMa faculty, a son, Cormac Daniel 

darius hughes Sr. and Moriah B. Mifka ’08, 
a son, Darius Hughes Jr. 

● Summer evalyn

● Samantha margaret

● Thomas Abraham

● Darius Hughes Jr.

● Anna Elizabeth

● Iris marie

●  Hannah was “Baby Jesus” at this year’s 
Christmas Concert and Alumnae Night.

“A good snapshot 
keeps a moment 
from running away.”

–Eudora WElty

#alumfallfest

#carolnight

#alumserviceday
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Helen Cook Altenpohl ’40

Brian Bennett
father of Kerry Bennett ’10

Katharina Lindert Bernhardt ’60

Marie Brennan
grandmother of Amanda Brennan ’09 
and Christina Brennan ’14

James Brogan
father of Maureen Brogan Roberts ’00

Jane Brogan ’59
sister of Kathleen Brogan Dickey ’63 

Patricia Butler
mother of Anne Butler Fagan ’76, Patty Butler 
Brown ’77, Mary Butler DeVlieger ’82, and Megan 
Butler Posca ’87, grandmother of Monica Butler ’05, 
Kiely Fagan ’05, Maggie DeVlieger ’13, Kate 
DeVlieger ’15, and Anne Butler ’19 

Joanne Stamp Campbell-Downham
mother of Margaret Jean Campbell ’70, Linda 
Campbell Downham ’72, and Colleen Campbell 
Baratta ’83

Ralph Cericola
father of Cynthia Cericola ’75 

Jane E. Cooney Christopher ’78

Lucille F. Clark
mother of Cindy Clark ’82    

Sally Ann Ayerle Corbley ’69
sister of M. Christine Ayerle ’71 

Ann Kimnach Doley ’43
mother of Barbara Doley Waddy ’65

Fenton FitzPatrick, Sr.
father of Moira Fitzpatrick Hernandez ’86, 
grandfather of Kathryn FitzPatrick ’14 and 
Caroline Hernandez ’19

Marianne Fitzpatrick
mother of Moira Fitzpatrick Hernandez ’86, 
grandmother of Kathryn FitzPatrick ’14 and 
Caroline Hernandez ’19

Charles Gregory Flick
 son of Patsy Jamieson Flick ’55

Marian Daley Hannon ’53, 
MMA Former Faculty 

Anne Goglia Hyland ’42
sister of Catherine Goglia Scholes ’32 RIP, 
Marie Goglia Smith ’33 RIP, and Patricia Goglia 
Hemsley ’36 RIP

A. Michael (Gus) Iatesta
father of Michelle Iatesta Stevenson ’74 
and Pamela Iatesta Vieyres ’79 

Gertrude (Trudy) Dorsey Kelly ’49 

Helen McNalley Killeen
grandmother of Erin Killeen Coder ’95 and 
Meaghan Killeen Fishbone ’99, mother-in-law of 
Eileen Daly Killeen ’68, MMA Staff

Sister Maria delCarmen Kuhn, RSM, 
MMA Former Faculty 

Robert Lund
father of Susan Lund Matusheski ’82 

Alex Maggitti
husband of Patricia Abbott Maggitti ’54 

Virginia Dugan Martin ’45
sister of Dorothy (Dottie) Dugan Edgertown ’47 
and Marjorie (Marcy) Ann Dugan Wolfington ’52 
RIP

Elizabeth (Betsy) McCusker
mother of Mary Beth McCusker McGinley ’00, aunt 
of Shannon Easton ’11, Molly O’Neill Easton ’05, 
and Debbie Boccella Funchion ’82

Elizabeth MacFarland McKeown ’42
sister of Katharine MacFarland Cusack ’38

Dolores Penezic
grandmother of Gianna Penezic ’17, mother-in-law 
of Christina Feo Penezic ’80, MMA Staff

Joseph Reaph
husband of Mary Regina McCaffrey Reaph ’48, 
mother of Carolyn Reaph Ounan ’75 and 
Barbara Reaph Revere ’82 

Mary Jane Rossiter
grandmother of Mary Lastowka ’12

Sister Marian Rufe, RSM ’51

Marianne Hespe Thompson ’48

Marjorie (Marcy) Ann Dugan 
Wolfington ’52

sister of Virginia Dugan Martin ’45 RIP and 
Dorothy (Dottie) Dugan Edgerton ’47, mother 
of Mimi Wolfington Heany ’77, Mary Wolfington 
DeCarlo ’79, Terese Wolfington Guido ’80, and 
Kelly Wolfington ’82, grandmother of  Marjorie 
Heany ’11, Jennifer Heany ’13, Deanna Heany ’14, 
Mary Heany ’15, and Kaely Kyle ’17

IN MeMOrIAM
Merion Mercy Academy expresses its condolences to the family and friends of the 
following members of our community. Please keep their families in your prayers.
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Thank you to the 2014-2016 
Alumnae Association Officers,
Siobhan leavy ’95 (President), ellen Koletas Sullivan ’79 
(Secretary), and elizabeth leis Moyerman ’02 (Treasurer) 

for the talent and leadership they have brought to the group 

during their term. With their leadership, the Alumnae Association 

certainly grew and took on exciting programs and events, such 

as the Alumnae Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service and 

Alumnae Painting with a Twist.

the new Slate oF oFFicerS iS: 

Maureen costello ’00 (President), Moira McGoldrick ’00 

(Career & Mentoring), Kellianne nicholas ’06 (Secretary), 

and Kathy williamson doyle ’71 (Treasurer).

The Officers were confirmed at the Alumnae Association meeting 

on June 7, 2016 and will begin their term in September, 2016. 

We are accepting volunteers for our Alumnae Advisory Committee. 

The Committee serves as a support to the Officers, works with the 

Alumnae Office to execute new programs and events, and may 

be called upon for certain volunteer opportunities. Please email 

Alumnae Relations Coordinator, Barbara Colantuono Harrison ’82, 

at bharrison@merion-mercy.com to volunteer.



For more information, please contact the Director of Annual Giving, 

Mrs. Alexandra Litvinas, at alitvinas@merion-mercy.com or 610-664-6655, ext. 126.

HELP OUR STUDEnTS
write more impressive chapters of their 

stories with a gift to the MMAnnual Fund!

At Merion Mercy, students acquire the experiences, 
skills, values, and confidence to craft their own 

stories, while shaping the stories of others.

please use the enclosed gift envelope or donate online 
at www.merion-mercy.com/donateonline.

Thank you to everyone who made a gift this year to the 
MMAnnual Fund or through the EITC/OSTC programs.



Merion Mercy acadeMy
511 Montgomery Avenue
Merion Station, PA 19066

Blue + gold = green
Merion Mercy is so fortunate to call several women from the same family alums. MMA is also 

blessed to have past parents who support MMA in countless ways. As a result of the many 
crossovers, several households receive multiple copies of Mater Matters. To think green and 
trim spending, after this edition, we will only send one copy to each address. If more than one 

constituent uses the same mailing address and would like to continue receiving more than one 
magazine to the same address, please let us know who would like additional copies.  

it would be our pleasure to send multiple copies at your request!

If you can help us get all mailings to the correct address, this is also a great time to update your address. If any MMA constituent 
has a new address, please help us stay connected with you and ensure that our database is as up-to-date as possible. 

new email addresses are appreciated too.

Please send all requests and updates to Executive Director of Advancement, Kelley Kuyat, 
at 610-664-6655, ext. 180 or kkuyat@merion-mercy.com.

Please note that Mater Matters is also available online at www.merion-mercy.com/matermatters. 


