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From the Principal
Here at Merion Mercy 
Academy, we focus on giving 
our students both roots and 
wings. 

Our Mercy legacy runs wide and deep, rooted in spiritual 
development, academic achievement, global awareness, and 
social responsibility. This commitment is not just for us here at 
MMA. Our work will spring forth wherever there are women of 

Mercy. I have seen this firsthand. 

This past fall, I took flight to see just how far those wings have taken women of Mercy. I 
traveled to Panama to a Mercy Leadership Conference, where I saw how our community works 
to serve the poor and disenfranchised. Students at Merion also fulfill this mission in places 
such as Philadelphia, Camden, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Arizona. Each of us here at school 
has been asked to discover our personal Mercy, to reflect on how we can cultivate our own gifts 
of courage and compassion. Undoubtedly, our current students will bring these values with 
them as they journey beyond their high school years. 

I also went to Chicago to learn more about Mercy leadership trends in secondary education. 
While there, I had the opportunity to meet with some MMA alumnae, who continue to live 
Mercy, while succeeding in business and family life. We visited the University of Notre Dame, 
where one alumna is VP and General Counsel of the University and another alumna is a 
freshman who earned a Gates Scholarship. The achievements of these alumnae will inspire 
generations to come.

 Another trip brought me to Boston, where I watched our crew team compete at the Head of 
the Charles. While in Boston, I saw Boston-area MMA alumnae as we joined together at Mass 
with crew teams from around the country and around the world. 

Now back from these travels, I am even more sure that we need to continue our work 
to nurture our students in the core Mercy values. I bear witness to how this deeply rooted 
heritage enables both our students and our mission to soar.

 Working together, the future looks bright for Merion Mercy Academy.

Sister Barbara Buckley ’72
Principal

Opening COmments
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School  happenings 

The Weenie Roast is Merion Mercy’s time-honored Halloween 
celebration. For more than 50 years, this celebration is a fun-
filled afternoon for the students to show off their Halloween 
best, to perform their class skits, and to enjoy a picnic with 
their friends and the entire school community.

Outreach also played a huge role in the fall. Most notably, 
the Thanksgiving Drive proved a great success! MMA held 
a Thanksgiving food drive to benefit Face to Face and Mercy 
Neighborhood Ministries. The Director of Mercy Neighborhood 
Ministries is trustee Sister Ann Provost, RSM ’64. 

The Merion Mercy community enjoyed 
fall traditions in 2011. Mercy Day, alumnae 
Brew Ha-Ha, the Harvest Moon Dance, and 
the Weenie Roast brought great excitement 
to the MMA students, parents, alumnae, 
faculty, and friends. 

The spirit of Catherine McAuley, the foundress of the Sisters 
of Mercy, and the Mercy mission are remembered and 
celebrated in special ways.  

MMA Celebrates Mercy Day

FALL Traditions

For his first MMA skit, theology teacher Mr. Jeffrey Mayer was a big hit 
performing along side with juniors with a parody of the 1980s.

L. to r. Seniors Moira Kaiser, Erin Murphy, and Courtney Whelan pack up 
food for delivery.

L. to r. Moira Pannepacker ’12, Sister Mary Alice Feenane, Mrs. Lisa 
Savarese, and Lana Sikahema ’12 on Mercy Day.

What a Treat…

Thanksgiving



3WintEr 2012 3WintEr 2012

The non-profit group SpeakUp!, founded by Martie 
Wolfington Gillin ’55, promotes informed decision 

making, positive life choices, enhanced communication skills, 
and appreciation of differences. This program provides the 
tools and creates the opportunity for meaningful dialogue 
and understanding, which then become catalysts for change. 
MMA students work with other high school students in 
making these events more meaningful and informative. 
The JIMMY Medal was awarded at the January event. The 

award is given to honor a special man named Jimmy, who 
unfailingly showed virtues of resiliency, empathy, loyalty, 
and humility. Recipients of the JIMMY Medal are recognized 
and celebrated for their outstanding qualities. They also are 
required to honor someone else who fulfills the criteria for 
this recognition. The recipient is asked to "pass it on," giving 
their JIMMY Medal to a deserving individual and helping to 
create a vibrant, ever-expanding program that promotes the 
idea that one life can positively impact another.

MMA Held A Speakup! Gathering in January for Students and Parents. 

L. to r. Members of the JiMMY Medal Board, Katie Samson, Martie Wolfington Gillin ’55, George Corrigan, and Betty Moran pose with MMA’s 2012 JiMMY 
Medal recipient Katrina Keating ’12.

Merion Mercy Music Theater 

proudly presents
a musical tap dancing 
extravaganza!

Friday, February 24  7:30 PM
Saturday, February 25  7:30 PM
Sunday, February 26  2:00 PM
Friday, March 2  7:30 PM
Saturday, March 3  7:30 PM
Sunday, March 4  2:00 PM

Fun for the whole family!

Tickets are $15.00 and may be purchased 
in advance at www.merion-mercy.com.

ticket information line: 610-664-6655,  ext. 304.

the MMMt logo was designed by nicole DiGiambattista ’07
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Walking through the language corridor at Merion Mercy stimulates the senses. In this bustling 
hallway, it would not be far-fetched to hear the sounds of Spanish music coming out of a classroom 
and conversational French from another. Then, just a few steps away; one may observe a freshman 
Spanish class dancing to a Zumba lesson adjacent to the (occasionally toga-clad) Latin IV students 
translating Virgil’s Aenied.  

By: Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90

This is the world of language study at MMA: the pursuit 
to acquaint students not only with another language, 
but also a deeper understanding of other cultures.

Language Department Chair Eileen Bossone’s belief 
in global awareness is clear, and she sees the study of 
language as “a way students can open themselves up to new 
experiences and understandings while recognizing the value of 
interconnectivity of language and community, both in history 

and current events.” One program that clearly brings the 
study of languages to life is the Hispanic Ministries of South 
Philadelphia. Every Monday after school, a group of MMA 
students accompanied by Ms. Bossone visits a predominately 
Spanish-speaking community in Philadelphia and provides 
tutoring services to Hispanic grade school students. “It has 
been so rewarding to visit the school over the course of a 
few years, and to see true progress in the students’ studies, 

L. to r. Latin teacher Elizabeth McCauley McCall ’04 poses with members of the class of 2012 in Assisi, italy in front of the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi 
while abroad last summer. L. to r. Elizabeth McCauley McCall ’04, Stephanie Schallenhammer, Gemmika Champion, Kellye Sucher, Maeve Haney, Anna 
DeFeo, noel Saraceno, Mary Lastowka, Megan Zak, Sharisse Sutherland, and Megan Kurtz.

bringing language to life



5WintEr 2012

especially in their English speaking skills,” said tutor Melissa 
Teixeira ’12. “Although this is not a time to practice Spanish 
per se, it is an opportunity to gain insight into other cultures 
in a very real way. This just builds on the exposure to new 
things we get from our language classes… whether it is 
French, Latin, or Spanish.”

MMA’s Language Department currently offers three 
languages (in some years Chinese has been offered as 
an online course and is being considered as a permanent 
addition, which will be offered in school). The languages can 
be divided into two branches: modern languages and classics. 
The modern languages include French and Spanish while 
Latin falls under the classics category. 

The modern language curricula aspire to maintain a 
conversational environment in which students learn the 
language through the most authentic ways possible. The 
ultimate goal is the mastery of a second language, yet the 
process of learning is one of commitment, discipline, and 
willingness to engage and immerse. “In the past decade, there 
have been many changes to the methodologies of teaching 
modern languages,” said Ms. Bossone. “There is a general 
lean towards an integrated and holistic pedagogy. As a result, 
textbooks have changed, modern language AP exams have 
been revised, and the classroom experience has evolved.”

Modern language students also make the most of 21st 
century technology. “The internet has given students a 
wonderful tool in learning a new language,” said Ms. Bossone. 
“They are able to access music in many languages, for 
instance. Furthermore, classes can partner with students from 
schools in other countries so that both sets of students can 
practice their new language with native speakers. Currently, 
some French classes have French pen pals that they can also 
interact with through Skype and podcasts in the safety of our 
school environment and protected servers.”

Latin classes take a more linear approach and retain some 
more traditional practices. “As a language that is no longer 
spoken, the study of Latin has a different focus than the 
other languages at MMA, yet also helps students gain better 
linguistic awareness, which is often applied to all languages 
they speak and/or study at Merion,” explained Latin teacher 
Mrs. Elizabeth McCauley McCall ’04. Students discover the 
interdisciplinary nature of this language through the study 
of classical literature, history, culture, philosophy, mythology, 
and anthropology. Furthermore, Latin enables students 
to develop sharper critical thinking skills, discipline for 
organization and persistent study, and a true understanding 
of the importance of the liberal arts, which work in 

conjunction with the school’s Middle States objectives. Latin 
classes often incorporate the most innovative technology to 
view classical structures, ancient cities, and art, and to read 
various translations of specific verse.

These expansive objectives of language study still include 
a focus on national testing. In this arena, MMA students 
annually place in the top echelon of test takers. For instance, 
Deborah Sokolowski ’10 earned a perfect score on the 
National Latin Exam — two years in a row. Only about 1 
percent of students across the country are able to accomplish 
this. She studied Latin and Spanish for four years at Merion. 
Miss Sokolowski is a Classics major at the College of the 
Holy Cross. In addition to studying yet another language 
(Ancient Greek) at Holy Cross, next year she will begin taking 
Italian to prepare for a semester in Rome. “I’ve traveled to 
Italy three times and once to Greece and Spain,” shared Miss 
Sokolowski. “I definitely draw upon my study of language at 
Merion in so much that I do. I think that Merion’s Language 
Department taught me to approach any language with 
discipline, so that I can identify similarities among Latin, 
Greek, and Spanish verb endings or vocabulary words and 
have a better understanding of what a word means, regardless 
of whether or not I know the language.” She added, “Merion’s 
modern languages, in my case Spanish, the emphasis was not 
just on memorizing vocabulary or studying verb tenses, but 
rather on discussing topics in Latin American and Spanish 
news or even learning the words to a popular Spanish song.” 

When asked to describe the transition from high school 
language classes to university course work, Miss Sokolowski 
said, “I quickly realized that Merion more than prepared me 
to not only keep up with the rest of the class, but to actually 
contribute to discussions both inside the classroom and to 
engage in discussion with professors outside of the classroom. 
Merion’s Language Department taught me to think critically 
about the world around me, and I know it is the basis of what’s 
looking to be a long career in studying language.”

“Merion’s Language Department taught me 
to think critically about the world around me, 
and I know it is the basis of what’s looking to 
be a long career in studying language.”
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A high percentage of MMA graduates also go on to minor 
in a language and both study and perform outreach abroad. 
MaryEileen Fagan ’08, for instance, is a senior at the University 
of Pennsylvania, completing a double major in Hispanic 
Studies and Philosophy. She attributes her experiences with 
Merion Mercy’s Language Department as a large part of 
her decision to continue studying Spanish at Penn and then 
to study abroad in Cuba. “Ms. Bossone always taught the 
language in the context of Spanish-speaking countries. Merion 
is where I first began to understand the incredible benefit and 
importance of exposing oneself to different cultures,” said 
Miss Fagan. “My classes at Merion have continued to serve 
as a strong foundation as I continue in my language study. 
Besides building my Spanish grammar and vocabulary, I think 
classes at Merion taught me how to fully learn a language. You 
really do have to do more than study for tests and memorize 
grammatical structures if you’re interested in being able to 
communicate in another language. You have to watch films, 
listen to the news, have conversations with people, and so 
forth. This is something that didn’t fully resonate with me 
until recently, but I know this was something that Ms. Bossone 
constantly reminded her students. It’s useless to learn a 
language if you don’t commit to really understanding and 
communicating in the language.” 

Apart from wanting to improve her Spanish, Miss Fagan 
decided to study abroad in Cuba because “I thought it was 
a rare opportunity and one I might not have again (though 
I hope that’s not the case),” shared Miss Fagan. “Cuba’s 
incredibly complicated and I hoped that living in Havana 
might help me better understand. It’s also an unbelievably 
beautiful city with incredible people.” 

MMA students benefit from trips to other countries that are 
offered through various departments, the majority of which the 
Language Department sponsors. MMA's Language Department 
regularly runs trips to places, such as Spain, France, and Italy. 
This year, close to 30 MMA students will visit Italy and Greece, 
which is now called the "Summer Classical Program." “We 
prepare the girls extensively for the trip. Starting in the second 
semester, we will hold meetings after school or in the evening 
with the girls during which we discuss many of the sites that 
they will see,” said Mrs. McCall. “By lecturing before we go, 
it allows them to have a greater appreciation for what they 
see when they’re there. Rather than seeing merely ‘a bunch 
of rubble,’ mobs of tourists, and pesky souvenir-sellers, they 
can envision each building or site as it was when it was in its 
prime and thus appreciate its historical significance. We will 
also discuss to some degree the modern culture — customs, 
language, food — so that they know what to expect. This year 
we plan to delve into the economic and political situation, as 
well, so that they understand what is going on over there.”

As a proud MMA Latin alumna and Latin scholar, Mrs. McCall 
believes that “the study of these classical civilizations — their 
histories, languages, architecture, customs, etc. — teaches us 
about the roots of our own culture. Knowing where we came 
from is essential to understanding who we are and how we can 
shape the future. The classics contain so many examples and so 
much wisdom that transcends time. During our trip, the modern 
countries become the backdrop upon which our students come to 
more fully understand and more deeply appreciate the classical 
culture and our indebtedness to ancient Greece and Italy.” 

Although traveling provides life-long memories, direct 
exposure to various cultures, and, often times, immersion in 
another language, MMA clubs provide additional significant 
opportunities. “Our language clubs maintain great vitality,” 
shared Activities Director and French teacher Mr. Seth Pidot. 
“These clubs, which include French, Latin, Spanish, and 
American Sign Language, host various events and spearhead 
efforts to bring the study of language to our community. This 
exposure greatly expands personal horizons and provides long-
term academic and professional benefits. There is little doubt 
how enriching it is to know more than one language.” 

Mary Eileen Fagan ’08 with the Ernest Hemingway bust in Cojímar, Cuba, 
which is the fishing village that supposedly inspired part of Old Man and 
the Sea. 

“Knowing where we came from is essential to 
understanding who we are and how we can 
shape the future.”
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The Mother and Daughter Fashion 
Show proved to be a great 

success. More than 400 MMA moms, 
daughters, alumnae, and even alumnae 
moms and grandmothers enjoyed a 
wonderful event, sponsored by the 
Lilly Pulitzer of Ardmore and held 
at Drexelbrook Caterers in Drexel 
Hill. A large number of students 
acted as hostesses, models, and show 

commentators. Director of Alumnae 
Relations and Special Events, Lucille 
Donnelly, worked for months with 
event Chairs/MMA moms Karen 
Hall, Colette Gabriel, Lorraine 
Backe, Pat Campbell, Lisa Marchese, 
Jane Brandon-Brown, Catherine 
Williamson Sabia ’85, Carol Saldutti, 
Eileen Stewart, and Helen Stranick to 
provide a lovely afternoon for all. 

Fa l l  Fashion  S h o w
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1) Some of the chairs gather after the 
event. L. to r. Lorraine Backe, Colette 
Gabriel, Karen Hall, eileen Stewart, 
Lisa Marchese, Carol Saldutti, Patricia 
Campbell, and Catherine Williamson 
Sabia ’85.

2) Models for the day rose Mary and 
Kelly Gregitis ’12 bond before they hit 
the runway.

3) Betsy and Meaghan Courtney ’14 and 
elizabeth '14 and Jennifer Loftus pose at 
the entrance to the Lilly Fashion Show.

4) Christina ’14 and Annette Brennan show 
one of the raffle baskets from the event.

The theme is "Springtime in Paris," 

and the event will take place March 

24, 2012. This is a great opportunity 

to mingle with other parents, past 

parents, faculty, and alumnae. The 

delicious fare, fabulous silent auction, 

and the exciting loud auction make for 

a fun night out while supporting MMA. 

There are also many opportunities to 

help prepare for the event.

Please contact: Lucille Donnelly at 

ldonnelly@merion-mercy.com or 

610-664-6655, ext. 128 to volunteer. 

Please visit www.merion-mercy.com 

for more information and 

regular updates.

Mark Your 
Calendars for 

Merion Mercy 
Academy’s 35th 
Annual Sip ’n 
Bid Auction 
and Dinner.

Vive le Sip ’n Bid!

1

2

4

3
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To some of her ’77 classmates, she may be remembered as captain of the cheerleading squad, 
a community service leader or as vice-president of the National Honor Society, or maybe just as 
the girl who for four straight years sat in the first seat of the fourth row in Sister Mary David’s Latin 
class. To others, however, she is probably known for her cutting edge women’s publication focusing 
on local fashion, beauty, health, and lifestyle news and trends. Can you guess who yet?

By: Katrina Keating ’12

but
Merion Girls

“Girls Will Be Girls,

Will Be…”

Upon graduating from 
MMA, Caroline Mangan 
O’Halloran ’77 continued 
her education at Brown 
University. After exploring 
several academic interests 
(such as Medicine and 
Bioethics), Caroline declared 
a concentration in Health and 
Society. Her senior year proved 

pivotal. A combination of an incredible journalism class, 
anchor work on WBRU (campus radio), and internships at 
PM Magazine (with Matt Lauer) and in local TV newsroom 
sparked an interest and passion for broadcasting and print 
media. Upon graduation, she was offered a permanent 
producing position at WEAN news radio. Anchoring the news 
at night and producing a daytime talk show, Caroline was 
awarded a Regional Emmy for Enterprise Journalism.

Although her abilities in journalism proved she could work 
almost anywhere, her love and commitment to her family 
brought her back to Philadelphia to help the family’s restaurant 
business, which at the time was just taking off. As the training 
and marketing manager for La Grande Restaurant and later 
for McKenzie Brew House, she utilized her special talents in 
writing to create ad copy, brochures, employee handbooks, 
and menus. After meeting her husband-to-be, Caroline never 
returned to the Providence area to live, but certainly made 
a name for herself here on the Main Line. She shared, “If I 
hadn’t moved back home, I’d probably be further along in my 
journalism career — I was about to move to TV reporting, but 
I wouldn’t have become a writer and I wouldn’t have met my 
wonderful husband and had the same two, fantastic children. 
And that’s a tradeoff I’d make any day!”

Her passion for journalism lay dormant for a few years while 
raising her two children, but she could not stay away for long. 
In December of 2003, she was hired as the People Editor of 
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The Alumnae Association is now accepting 
nominations to fill the slate for the next 
two-year term of President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer, which will begin in September 
2012. Please forward the names of nominees 

(yourself and/or other alumnae) for any or all 
of the open positions to Lucille Donnelly 
at ldonnelly@merion-mercy.com by April 1, 
2012. For descriptions of the positions, visit 
www.merion-mercy.com, and click on Alumnae.

Main Line Life. Her ambition drove her to make the section her 
own, updating the section with such features as The Party Line, 
Partyculars, and Small Talk. Q-and-As with community leaders 
and celebrities and busy weekends covering galas and Main 
Line events proved exciting and rewarding. 

Eager for a forum in which to hone her writing skills, she 
became the chief correspondent for the paper’s style section 
as well; then was named Features and Education Editor. 

Although she loved reporting on the Main Line’s top fashions, 
she wanted to inform the public about the area’s schools, 
students, and notables. (Caroline took an especially keen 
interest in Merion’s news, devoting full-page photo spreads 
to MMA visits by such celebrities as the country star Kellie 
Pickler and Dancing with the Stars diva Julianne Hough.) 
Caroline was eventually ready for something new, and in 
February of 2009, she created a new section, Flair, 
(www.mlflair.com) for Main Line Media News. 

As founding editor and chief correspondent for both web 
and print versions, Caroline interviews visiting fashion 
designers and celebrities, each month profiles a well-dressed 
My Flair Lady, and reports on fitness, style, and health and 
well-being trends. “I wanted to create something that helps 
the multifaceted Main Line woman become the best she 
can be, both inside and out,” said Caroline. “So Flair focuses 
on fitness as well as fashion, on fighting stress as well as 
wrinkles.”

Coming full circle from her broadcasting days, she uses 
digital media to create videos and web slideshows, emcees 
Flair women’s events, and promotes Flair through social media 
and cable television shows. Flair received first place for Best 
Advertising Section in the Suburban Newspaper of America. 

When she isn’t working on Flair, Caroline freelances 
articles. A profile of a local entrepreneur appeared in the June 
2011 issue of the national women’s magazine, More. 

This MMA gal has never lost her love for service that 
started at MMA, and she continues her charitable work today. 
At Brown, she volunteered at the state mental institution 
for four years and was president of Brown Community 
Outreach, a 350-member campus service group. Today she is 

a Eucharistic Minister and a coordinator of the Youth Mass 
at St. Norbert Church in Paoli. She also serves on the board 
of ECHOES Around the World, a Main Line-based non-profit 
organization that partners with visionary leaders around the 
world. The gala she chaired in 2010 funded the construction 
of a surgical center in Uganda. Other ECHOES events 
have paid for a girls’ dormitory at a Ugandan school and 
scholarships for deserving students. 

What’s next for Caroline (besides her upcoming MMA 
reunion in May)? She’s currently applying to graduate schools 
not just for the personal satisfaction of an advanced degree, 
but also because she hopes to teach writing/journalism/mass 
communications at the college level. “Like a lot of people, the 
older I get, the more I enjoy the young. Working with interns 
and cub reporters at Main Line Media News has always been 
fun for me,” explained Caroline. “Plus, I’ve developed an 
expertise that I’d like to be able to pass along.”

“I am a lifelong learner, always seeking out new ideas and 
places, either in person or in books. I think that’s why I’m a 
journalist. I love meeting and talking to interesting people,” 
said Caroline. “Ask my family…we never go to the same 
vacation spot twice (except my parents’ home in Longport!)” 
Her final words of wisdom to those who wish to write: Read!

Thank You to the Current Officers of the Alumnae Association
For the Time, Talent, and Leadership They Have Brought to the Association During their Term.

"I wanted to create something that helps the multifaceted Main Line 
woman become the best she can be, both inside and out.”
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Front l. to r. Katrina Keating ’12, field hockey, Avery 
Carter ’12, tennis, Brianna Protesto ’12, cross country, 
and Emily Parker ’13, golf. Back l. to r. Kalen Backe ’12, 
volleyball, Julia Gallagher ’12, soccer, and Mary Grace 
Zeller ’13, soccer.

MMA seniors l. to r. Bonnie McShane will play lacrosse 
at St. Joseph’s University, Erin Dunne will row at the 
University of Delaware, Elisabeth Jensen will row at UCLA, 
and Emily Hughes will play tennis at Loyola University.

Close to 100 MMA students and their dads attended the Dad 
and Daughter Bowling Blast, held at the Facenda-Whitaker Lanes 
of East Norriton. The pairs played on 30 lanes for three hours. 
Four girls won $25 gift cards to MMA’s school store. However, 

the real prize was the opportunity for dad and daughter bonding. 
L. to r. Members of the class of 2015 enjoy the outing with their 
dads. Audra and Brad Adams, Valez and Thomas Jackson, 
Elizabeth and Mark Schrieber, and Charles and Sarah Stinson.

MMA Dads and Daughters Have a Blast

Four MMA Seniors 
Sign Division 1

Fall MVPs 
Announced at Fall 
Sports Assembly

mma athletiC news

By: Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90
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Five years ago, as a 12-year-
old, her role as a beginning 
paddler on the Panda Paddlers 
community dragon boat team 
played a small role in MMA 
senior Kaitlin Peck’s life. 

Only when she began 
paddling competitively with the Philadelphia 
Dragon Boat Association in high school did she 
realize the importance the sport has for her. Dragon 
boat competition not only serves as a connection to 
Miss Peck’s Chinese heritage, but it also has taught 
her lessons that she applies to her studies and 
musical interests. 

Although she entered high school as a strong 
student and an accomplished musician, Miss Peck still 
lacked some of the assertiveness she knew she needed 
to reach all of her aspirations. She also hoped for a 
deeper connection to her Chinese heritage. “Dragon 
boat helped me make the most of my high school days. 
It gave me the discipline, confidence, leadership, and 
motivation to achieve various goals,” she said. “It also 
offered a connection to Chinese culture. The way I see 
it, dragon boat has linked me to my past and prepared 
me for my future.”

The rewards of her dragon boat competition 
experiences have inspired Miss Peck in other areas 
as well. “When we won the World Championship in 
the ‘Under 16’ category in Prague, I began to realize 
that hard work often yields great results,” she said. “I 
believe that committing whole-heartedly to a sport has 
been a method for me to succeed in school and with 
my music program.”

Along with paddling from a young age, Miss 
Peck has also devoted much of her time to playing 
the clarinet and saxophone. She is a music major at 

MMA, and she played both instruments in various 
All-Catholic organizations. After much practicing last 
year, she competed with students from all schools 
in the area through Pennsylvania Music Educator 
Association’s (PMEA) District 11 Band.

“I was accepted to District Band and I fared quite 
well in the first round of re-auditions there,” she said. 

“After receiving the music for Region Band, I began a 
rigorous practicing schedule; I wanted to represent 
MMA at the All State Festival.” To achieve her ultimate 
goal of All State, she practiced her usual regimen 
each night and dedicated extra time to the PMEA 
music. “Besides preparing PMEA music, I needed 
to prepare the music for the other music groups: pit 
orchestra and Settlement Music School’s chamber 
music program.” Miss Peck earned a spot at All State. 
Balancing music practice, school work, and dragon 
boat provided an “enormous test” for Miss Peck, yet 
she maintains that meeting these challenges gives her 
more confidence. 

As a self-described “shy freshman,” Miss Peck 
felt a little uncomfortable in new situations. The 
combination of her MMA and dragon boat experiences 
gave her the push to try new things. “I spent five days 
with the Mercy Volunteer Program (MVP) in Camden, 
New Jersey, over the last summer, helping different 
people every day,” shared Miss Peck. This service 
component of a Mercy education proved an additional 
element in shaping Miss Peck’s development. 

Miss Peck always knew that the strong academic 
foundation and exceptional music program at Merion 
would prepare her for college; it seems that dragon 
boat gave her that extra edge to make the most of 
her gifts both academically and musically. She looks 
forward to majoring in music in college and, of 
course, continuing with dragon boat.

F r o m  P a d d l i n g  P a n d a
t o  W o r l d  C h a m P i o n
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By: Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90
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Merion Mercy Academy 
celebrated the holidays with 
two beautiful, song-filled 

evenings. One evening, Merion Mercy’s 
eleventh and twelfth grade students, led 
by the school’s glee club and chorale, 
enjoyed Carol Night. Students sang 
holiday favorites and read scriptures 
about the nativity story. The second 
concert, again led by MMA’s glee club 

and chorale, welcomed a record-number 
of alumnae to share in an evening 
of Christmas song and merriment. 
The former students joined current 
students on stage to sing in the finale. 
Merion Mercy proudly participates 
in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s 
Operation Santa Claus (OSC). OSC 
collects, wraps, and delivers toys 
to families in the Archdiocese of 

Philadelphia. Students take part in all 
aspects of the process. MMA students 
also wrote letters to soldiers who are 
stationed overseas. The school’s Dear 
Soldier Club undertook this initiative. 
There also was a Fair Trade goods sale 
at the lunch periods. Students and 
faculty could buy Fair Trade gifts, such 
as jewelry, purses, and chocolates.

Seniors Jessica Donofrio, Colleen Eldon, Michaela Shea, and Alexandra Sullivan pose before Carol night.

Jennifer Heinerichs ’12, Alessandra Zito ’14, and Shabella rideout-Perkins ’13 help pack up the van 
to take the collected toys to OSC.

this year’s nativity story featured the ladies 
of the McShane family. Bonnie McShane ’12 as 
"Mary" and her niece Elliana Chrest as "Jesus." 
Proud mom Maureen McShane Chrest ’01 
poses with the “stars” before the big show.

Freshmen Erin Donnelly and Olivia 
Giangiordano wrap presents for OSC.

chriStMaS celebrationS and  outreach
2011 Brought Various Opportunities for Holiday Celebration and Outreach.



Merion Mercy Academy is Excited to Announce 
Expanded Programs for Summer 2012!
These new offerings include both all-girls and co-educational academic, 
enrichment, and athletic programs for students entering grades 6 to 12. 
The new, on-line registration system is available now through  
www.merion-mercy.com/summerprograms. For more information, 
please contact Director of Summer Programs Mrs. Barbara Colantuono 
Harrison ’82 at bharrison@merion-mercy.com or 610-664-6655, ext. 120. 

The same values and qualities that made 
an impression on Kathleen Gaval when 
she toured Merion Mercy Academy with 
her daughter more than 10 years ago also 
factored into her decision to serve on 
MMA’s board of trustees: the educational 
philosophy, superior faculty, academic 

excellence, spirituality, and the welcoming environment.
Dr. Gaval went with Kelly Gaval Sciblo ’05 to open houses at 

all the area private high schools. MMA soon became her first 
choice for her daughter.

“Merion was Mercy,” she said simply. “I knew that the 
educational values of Mercy were what I wanted for my 
daughter.” She kept her counsel to herself, however, until Kelly 
chose Merion Mercy for herself.

The Gaval’s choice was affirmed very quickly, soon after 
Kelly began her freshman year in September 2001. After two 
airplanes hit the World Trade Centers in New York City on 
September 11, phone lines were jammed and Dr. Gaval couldn’t 
get through to the school. She drove over to find out whether 
the school planned to release the girls, only to discover that the 
atmosphere was calm and prayer-focused. The student body, 
faculty and administration had all been to the chapel to pray.

“No one was scared,” Dr. Gaval recalled. “It was very 
impressive to me. I remember it to this day.” As Dr. Gaval and 
her husband, Tom, spent more time at MMA, they became more 
pleased with the high school their daughter had chosen. “The 
more we were there, the more we liked it,” Dr. Gaval said.

By sophomore year, the Gavals saw a transformation in 
their daughter, who had become more self-possessed, striving 
to be a stronger student and a stronger person. Dr. Gaval 

recalls thinking, “I’m so glad I have another daughter to send 
to Merion.” (Jacqueline Gaval ’08, attends the University of 
Scranton.) Dr. Gaval found academic competition at Merion 
Mercy to be primarily internally focused. “As competitive as 
Merion Mercy is, students mostly compete against themselves 
to do their best, and they support one another,” she said. “I 
found it amazing.”

Dr. Gaval is vice president for planning at St. Joseph’s 
University, where she received her bachelor’s degree and MBA; 
she earned her Ed. D. at the University of Pennsylvania. She 
previously served on the board of two small private schools. She 
first volunteered at MMA to serve on the search committee for 
a new principal when Sister Regina Ward moved on to another 
position. After Jacqueline graduated, she joined the board of 
trustees, where she currently serves as vice chair person. Dr. 
Gaval sat on the board’s planning committee and now sits on 
the finance committee. She currently is a member of the Middle 
States self-study evaluation team, an experience she described 
as “rewarding” and which reaffirmed for her that the current 
faculty and students continue the commitment to Mercy ideals.

 Her background in planning gives Dr. Gaval a unique 
opportunity to help Merion Mercy prepare for the future, a 
future that will build on the school’s existing strengths.

“I think it’s the best school in the Delaware Valley,” she 
said. “That’s what puts some passion behind being a board 
member, to ensure that the traditions and strengths of the 
school continue.” Dr. Gaval said the faculty plays the lead role 
in nurturing and maintaining these traditions, but the board of 
trustees supports and bolsters their efforts.

“We as board members can have a role in seeing that the 
tradition continues.” 

Profile of Kathleen D. Gaval Ed. D.
By: Lisa Anne Schaad, mother of Christina Schaad ’05 and Katherine Schaad ’10
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alumnae news

These are just a few of the questions 
that motivate my research at the 

University of Texas at Austin, where 
I am working toward a doctorate in 
Sociology and Demography. I explore 
these issues through a quantitative 
perspective, relying on statistical 
analysis of census and survey data to 
better understand social phenomena 
and inform social policy.

My decision to pursue a career 
in Sociology and Demography 
stemmed in large part from travel, 
study, and research experiences 
in Latin America that piqued my 
interest in issues of social inequality 
and international migration. Among 
the most influential experiences 
was the year I spent in Argentina 
as a Fulbright scholar following my 
undergraduate graduation from the 
Pennsylvania State University. While 
in Argentina, I studied and taught 
at a small public university in the 
Córdoba province in the central 
region of the country. However, many 
of the lasting impressions I have of 
my time there were made outside 
the classroom—in conversations with Molly Dondero ’00 on her most recent trip to Brazil.

What motivates people to migrate to another country? How are immigrants and their 
children faring in the United States? How have international migration flows changed 
over time? What are the impacts of international migration on sending countries?

M M A  G r a d u a t e , 
F u l b r i g h t  S c h o l a r,  P h . D .

a l u m n a  s h a r e s  h e r  s t o r y :

By: Molly Dondero ’00
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students, colleagues, friends, and 
community members from the small 
town where I lived. I was particularly 
struck by the number of people I met 
who either had a relative in the U.S. or 
expressed a desire to come to the U.S. 
These conversations, reminiscent of 
conversations I had on trips to other 
large migrant-sending countries such 
as Mexico, Guatemala, Cuba, and 

Brazil, opened my eyes to the many 
ways in which migration impacts 
people’s lives and families at home 
and abroad, their impressions of 
the U.S., and more. When I returned 
to the U.S., I was looking for a way 
to combine my interests in writing, 
social issues, and U.S.-Latin American 
relations. I was attracted to Sociology 
and Demography for its broad scope 
of inquiry and for its applicability to 
social policy.

Although these experiences had 
a proximate impact on my decision 
to pursue a career in Sociology 
and Demography, the seeds of my 
career trajectory were planted long 
before my undergraduate studies 
and travels—during my four years at 
Merion. When I reflect on the work 
I do today and how I got here, I am 
amazed by the lasting influence of 

my Merion education. The strong 
academic preparation I received at 
Merion continues to serve me well in 
various aspects of my work. I remain 
forever grateful to my English teachers 
for their emphasis on the importance 
of writing well because today writing 
lies at the core of what I do. I am 
indebted to the Language teachers for 
sharing their passion for the Spanish 
language and for equipping me with 
the foreign language skills that helped 

me to achieve fluency in Spanish 
and Portuguese. Today, knowledge 
of those two languages greatly 
facilitates work with colleagues across 
Latin America. When conducting 
quantitative demographic research, I 
draw frequently on the Calculus skills I 
learned at MMA. And, although I study 
social science, and not the natural 
sciences, I credit my way of thinking 
about scientific research in general 
to the MMA Science Department, 
which showed me, through engaging 
summer reading picks and hands-
on classroom activities, that science 
is best understood through an 
interdisciplinary perspective.

Merion’s influence also extends 
well beyond academics. Merion’s 
encouraging learning environment 
allowed me to pursue diverse interests 
and to cultivate the type of intellectual 
curiosity and critical thinking skills 
that fuel the work I do today. In 
addition, Merion’s commitment 
to social justice, evidenced by its 
numerous community service and 
volunteer activities, instilled in me a 
desire to work to effect social change 

through the scientific study of social 
phenomena, especially those pertaining 
to marginalized or disadvantaged 
populations.

As I near the end of my formal 
educational journey and look toward 
the start of my career as a social 
science researcher and professor, I 
remember Merion with fondness and 
gratitude for providing me with the 
education and values that have guided 
me along the way.

Molly Dondero ’00 teaching at the Universidad nacional de Villa Maria in Argentina.

“when I reflect on the work I do today and how I got here, I am amazed 
by the lasting influence of my Merion education.”
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The Forties
Victoria donohoe ’46, daughter of two 
artists, the late Daniel and Ann Donohoe, 
has found success herself as a writer and 
art critic; she also is interested in cultural 
history. She recently wrote to former 
MMA faculty member Sister Maria del 
Carmen, and she included her August 
26, 2011 piece from The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. The article focused on an image 
of Blessed Kateri Tekawitha (by the late 
Robert F. McGovern) that Victoria donated 
to Pope John Paul II High School in 
Royersford, Pa. The image is placed there 
in recognition of the fact that a Native 
American town once existed in Royersford. 
Having studied about American Indians 
in Pennsylvania through the publications 
of the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission in Harrisburg, 
Victoria has a keen interest in this topic 
and was pleased to present the drawing. 
She is beginning her fiftieth year as a 
writer for publication.

The Fifties
Patricia Jamieson flick ’55 sadly 
reported that her sister, Jacqueline 
Jamieson Smith ’43, died July 25, 2011. 
Mrs. Smith lived in Baltimore; she had 
six children and 22 grandchildren.

St. Joseph’s University dedicated the Ellen 
Ryan Field October 7, 2011. ellen ryan 
’58 was honored for her commitment 
to St. Joseph’s University’s athletic 
program. St. Joseph’s University shared 
the following: “She was the driving force 
behind the growth of the women’s athletic 
program… having served in the athletic 
department for 37 years, most recently 
as associate athletic director and senior 
women’s administrator. (Ms.) Ryan began 
her career at St. Joseph’s in 1973 as head 
coach of the school’s first intercollegiate 
women’s basketball team. (Ms.) Ryan held 
the coordinator of women’s athletics title 
for six years before being named assistant 
athletic director in 1981. After 21 years in 
that role, she was promoted to her current 

position. Under (Ms.) Ryan’s guidance the 
women’s program had grown from three 
teams in the early 1970s to the current 
slate of 10 varsity sports.”

The Sixties
Mary ellen Martin donnelly ’62 shared 
this with her Annual Fund donation, 
“Hoping to get to fiftieth reunion!”

fran Mcelroy ’64 produced her latest 
documentary Making Waves. The 
production offers a look into the world of 
Philadelphia’s historic Boathouse Row. Its 
premiere was in October on WHYY-TV 
and is now available on DVD. Fran received 
the 2009 Pew Fellowship in the Arts and a 
Leeway Foundation Transformation Award 
after the award-winning documentary 
Mirror Dance, both honors helped finance 
this latest film, which Fran produced and 
directed herself under the aegis of her 
nonprofit, Shirley Road Productions. She 
writes, “Making Waves would not have 
been possible without my two production 
assistants from MMA.” Anna temple-
West ’11 and Allison Wendling ’02 
worked on the project with Fran. 

The Seventies
The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the 
National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences has awarded a 2011 Emmy for 
Outstanding Program Host/Moderator 
to nell Mccormack Abom ’79, host of 
WITF’s award-winning public affairs 
program, Smart Talk. Ms. McCormack 
Abom has hosted Smart Talk for the last 
10 years. She has been nominated for an 
individual Mid-Atlantic Emmy Award 
four times. This award, announced at a 
ceremony in Philadelphia on September 
24, marks her first win. “I am honored to 
receive this Emmy Award and proud to 
be recognized by my peers for my work 
on Smart Talk. I am grateful for the great 
team of professional, dedicated journalists 
at WITF, our sponsors and our viewers for 
their support,” Ms. McCormack Abom said. 

class notes
Share Your News! 
Merion Mercy Academy encourages all alumnae to share news in the 
Class Notes section of Mater Matters. To contribute, send your news to 
kcawley@merion-mercy.com or write to: Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90, 
Alumnae News, 511 Montgomery Ave., Merion Station, PA 19066.
(Class Notes may be edited for length, grammar, and content.)

●  Members of the Saint Joseph's University community congratulate Ellen at the dedication 
of the Ellen ryan Field.  L. to r. Michelle Finegan, field hockey coach, John Smithson, 
interim President, Ellen ryan ’58, and Don DiJulia, Associate Vice-President and Director 
of Athletics and MMA past parent.
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“Smart Talk is Central PA’s source for 
enlightened conversation and thought-
provoking debate on the issues of our 
day. This Emmy Award is a testament to 
our commitment to news and public-
affairs excellence.” She added a personal 
update as well: “I live with my husband, 
Jay, an attorney, and three children, 
Jack, Mary Grace and Max, in Hampden 
Township, Cumberland County, PA.”

The Eighties 

Angela cellucci evans ’83 has been 
named director of the Health & Wellness 
Center at Misericordia University. Ms. 
Evans began her nursing career with an 
associate’s degree in applied science from 
Luzerne County Community College. She 
went on to earn bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in nursing from Misericordia 
University and in May, she graduated 
from the Misericordia University Family 
Nurse Practitioner Program. She is 
currently pursuing a graduate degree in 
nursing through Villanova University. As 
a nurse practitioner, Ms. Evans received 
advanced graduate education in the areas 
of assessment, diagnosis, treatment and 
prescribing for both acute and chronic 
illnesses. She lives in Noxen, Pa. with 
her husband, Dr. Darrell Evans, and their 
children, Kelly and Ryan.

The Nineties
Mary Jo Boyle Miller ’92 ran the Philly 
Marathon and qualified for the Boston 
Marathon 2013. Yet, staying at home with 
her “three crazy and positively wonderful 
kids” is really keeping her running. She 
also works part-time as a substitute science 
teacher. She looks forward to sharing a 
special day with many MMA alums at both 
the Meri-union on May 5, 2012 and the June 
wedding of her sister caitlin Boyle ’01.

Kirsten echelmeier Sams ’99 married 
Troy Sams on October 22, 2011. Kirsten 
and Troy met at Gesu School where 
Kirsten teaches first grade and Troy is 
the Assistant Dean. She was happy to 
share this occasion with many MMA 
alums, including her grandmother 
eileen Silcox daly ’43 and her mom 
christine daly echelmeier ’70. Among 

the many MMA alums in attendance 
who are aunts, cousins, and friends, 
the following “Merion Girls” served as 
bridesmaids: tara echelmeier dolan ’94, 
tierney echelmeier norris ’97, Katie 
Levins Hatin ’99, Meaghan Killeen ’99, 
Shannon Blacker Bruno ’00, Kathleen 
daly ’04, and Maura daly ’08.

Kristin ryan Logan ’99 married Matt 
Logan on September 24, 2011 - Mercy 
Day! The date was coincidental, but 
still celebrated by the number of 
Merion Mercy alumnae in attendance. 
MMA dominated among Kristin’s 
bridesmaids, with five of the seven 
being alums: her sister and maid 
of honor Kathleen ryan ’04, Lauren 
Larocco gillespie ’99, Laura collins ’99, 
Kerry doyle ’99, and Alexa coulston 
remington ’99. The couple exchanged 
vows at Annunciation B.V.M. Church 
in Havertown, and then danced the 
night away at Overbrook Golf Club. 
Even uninvited guests couldn’t resist 
this fun affair- wedding crashers did 
their best to join in, but were thwarted 
by observant MMA alum, Kirsten 
echelmeier Sams ’99! The couple 

enjoyed a relaxing honeymoon in 
Bermuda before returning home to 
Conshohocken. Kristin is completing 
her master’s in elementary and special 
education at St. Joseph’s University.

The 00s
donata cucinotta ’00 writes, “I spent most 
of my summer up in the Pocono Mountains, 
but still managed to sing some wonderful 
concerts. Best of both worlds, if you ask me! 
I had the opportunity to sing selections 
from Faust and la Boheme with the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra under the direction of 
Constantine Kitsopolous. It was a wonderful 
experience getting to work with such an 
experienced conductor and sing those 
meatier pieces with a full orchestra in front 
of an appreciative audience…one of whom 
has invited me to make my Lincoln Center 
Debut at Avery Fisher Hall in the North 
American premiere of a Mario Jazzetti tone 
poem The life and faith across the notes. I’m 
really excited about this next big step in my 
career and what it can bring for the future.” 

catherine Williams rhoads ’00 married 
Douglas Rhoads on September 24, 2011. 
She is an attorney, working for a firm 
in Philadelphia (Morgan Lewis). “My 
husband and I met in law school. We 
just moved into Philly right before the 
wedding, and we are living around the 
block from Jennie ryan ’00. We got 
married in Malvern, PA at the Radnor 
Hunt and had an absolute blast. My 
cousin Megan reath ’03 was my maid 
of honor and several of my MMA friends 
were in attendance!” 

class notes

●  Sisters tara Echelmeier Dolan ’94 and 
tierney Echelmeier norris ’97 pose with 
Kirsten Echelmeier Sams ’99.

●  L. to r. Friends from the class of 1999 connect at Kristin ryan Logan’s wedding. Kirsten 
Echelmeier Sams, Laura Collins, Kerry Doyle, Alexa Coulston remington, Kristin ryan 
Logan, Lauren Larocco Gillespie, Meghan rice Van Haute, and Stacey Herubin Sizer.
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erin grady ’02 works at KHB Insurance 
as a General Manager. She is also a 
partner at Grady Enders LLP, a Hershey 
based law firm established August 2011.

carmalena “carmie” delPizzo ’03 works 
as a public defender in Delaware County. 
She was a guest speaker at MMA in the 
fall. MMA Social Studies teacher Mr. Paul 
Clementi invited his Introduction to Law 
class and the Mock Trial club to hear her 
speak. Carmie now is a regular volunteer 
with the Mock Trial club.

caitlin caniz trainer ’04 writes, “I 
married high school sweetheart John 
Trainer (LaSalle High School class of 2004) 
on May 1, 2010 and gave birth to a beautiful 
son, Shane Austin, on June 13, 2011.”

Maura Bernt ’07 graduated from 
Saint Joseph’s University in 2011. 
She is serving in Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps (JVC) while living in the 
Harlem section of New York City and 
ministering in Washington Heights.

Molly Mulrain ’07 lives and works in 
Washington, D.C. She is working at 
National Geographic as a programming 
assistant.

Megan reilly ’08 was named 
Homecoming Queen at McDaniel 
College. Megan is also the school mascot.

Five Saint Joseph’s University’s field 
hockey players were honored with 

Kristen Spell Jones ’00 writes, “I 
got married to Marc Jones on July 
23, 2011. elizabeth Purcell ’00 and 
christina Bargeron ’00 were two of 
my bridesmaids. In attendance were 
Kara tully ’00, Marielle Martino ’00, 
Kristin redditt ’00, and ellen Purcell ’04. 
It was so nice to share the day with so 
many of my MMA friends.” 

Atlantic 10 postseason awards. Three of 
the five are MMA alums. therese doyle 
’08 was selected to the All-Conference 
First Team, and theresa testa ’08 and 
Meghan githens ’09 were chosen to the 
conference’s All-Academic Team. 

Therese Doyle posted career bests in 
every major category this season, tallying 
seven goals and four assists for 18 points. 
She was the Hawks’ second-leading goal 
scorer while finishing third on the squad 
in both assists and total points. Miss Doyle 
recorded a banner day on October 12 as 
she posted a pair of assists before scoring 
the game-winner in overtime as SJU 
toppled Villanova, 3-2, for its first win on 
Ellen Ryan Field (named for Ellen Ryan ’58).

Theresa Testa shattered her previous 
career highs with six goals, eight assists, 
and 20 points. She led the Hawks in assists 
and moved into a tie for 10th in program 
history in that category, having dished out 
15 helpers in her career. Miss Testa scored 
twice in Saint Joseph’s 7-1 romp at Siena 
and also tallied a pair of goals, including 
the equalizer with no time left on the clock, 
in the win over Villanova. 

Meghan Githens posted two goals and an 
assist for five points on the season. Playing 
in all 17 games this season and starting 13, 
she tallied the lone score in a 1-0 win over 
Lehigh for her first career points.

Arrivals
Paul Shields and Margaret Mcilvaine ’90, 
a son, Colson

robert and Katie campbell Brophy ’95, 
a son, Eamon Robert

Kevin and Mary Beth Weston ertel ’95, 
a daughter, Sarah McFadden

Brady and Katie Levins Hatin ’99, 
a daughter, Scarlett Anne

zak trainer and Jessie LePore ’00, 
a daughter, Zoe 

greg and Maureen McShane chrest ’01, 
a daughter, Elliana Lauren

rachel oldham Sacchetti ’03, 
a daughter, Mattison Elizabeth 

John and caitlin caniz trainer ’04, 
a son, Shane Austin

Weddings 

Linda Quinlan ’96 
to Joseph d’orazio on May 14, 2011 

Kirsten echelmeier ’99 
to troy Sams on October 22, 2011 

Kristin ryan ’99 
to Matthew Logan on September 24, 2011

caitrin Murphy ’00 
to Jack carickhoff on December 10, 2011 

Kristen Spell ’00 
to Marc Jones on July 23, 2011 

catherine Williams ’00 
to douglas rhoads on September 24, 2011

Kristen Keating ’02 
to Brian Weeks on August 27, 2011 

Alicia Kelly ’04 
to Kevin Miller on September 10, 2011 

●  Colson

● Shane

●  Elizabeth Purcell ’00, Kristen Spell 
Jones ’00, and Christina Bargeron ’00 
pose at Kristen’s wedding.

●  Kristen Keating Weeks ’02 and Katie 
Duffy Keating ’77 take a moment together 
on Kristen’s wedding day. Mom and 
daughter also look forward to another 
exciting occasion this year: they both are 
reunioning at MMA on May 5, 2012!
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Mary Ann “Bonnie” Kratochwill Algeo ’65

Laura coomer Barrett, daughter of 
carol o’connor coomer ’60

Patrice Meloro Blasdell ’68

Janis Burke, mother of 
Ashley Burke o’connor ’02 

dr. edward J. cannon, father of Maureen 
cannon Meehan ’75, Agnes cannon 
Wismer ’77, Lisa cannon gruchacz ’80, 
Joanne cannon raphaelson ’81, colleen 
cannon tulskie ’83, and constance 
cannon crump ’85 

Philomena “Phyllis” ciardi, mother 
of Michele ciardi McLaughlin ’60, 
grandmother of Suzanne ciardi Lowther 
’86 and Louise ciardi Markakos ’87 

Jacqueline cook, mother of 
Kelly cook ’92

Shane P. costello, cousin of Susan Kelly 
o’neill ’96, Alicia Kelly Miller ’04, and 
Laura Kelly ’11

Mary Ann curley ’48

Antoinetta d’Alicandro, grandmother of 
Lucia Schiano, MMA faculty

Mary “Marie” dever, mother of 
Jennifer dever Patrick ’90

thomas J. donnelly, husband of 
Mary Baxter donnelly ’49

thomas dooling, son of 
Anne Marie Hannan dooling ’58

Weston draud, grandfather of 
nikki Blake ’11

Mary “teasie” dykes finnegan ’45, 
grandmother of Kathleen finnegan ’07

thomas P. ferguson, father-in-law of 
Karen Boyle ferguson ’75 

Mary Patricia garvey ’86 

Patricia Skahan griffith ’47

Vito guarrera, father of 
Marianne guarrera ’65 

John S. “Jay” Hilberts, son of clara 
Scanlan Hilberts ’52, grandson of 
Honora glynn Scanlan ’26 (riP)

donald Hotetler, father-in-law of 
Mike Willace, MMA Staff

elizabeth Kelly, sister of 
Sister ellen cavanaugh, MMA Staff 

Joyce Ann King, mother of Sarah King ’11 

robert g. Koch, father of 
Michele Koch Pelipesky ’94 

James f. Logue, father of 
Annabelle Logue curran ’70, Kathleen 
Logue Shine ’72 (riP), and carolyn 
Logue Berenato ’77, grandfather of caitlin 
curran ’04 and Lauren Berenato ’05

Helen M. Mack, grandmother of 
catherine (Katie) diSipio Avitabile ’99, 
Kristin ’02, Monica ’04, and 
Mary theresa (Mimi) ’07 diSipio

John McLaverty, father of Kathleen ’09, 
Kellie ’10, and Marybeth ’13 McLaverty 

Mark J. McManus, son of rita Haley 
McManus ’42, father of Kristen ’05 and 
elizabeth ’09 McManus

Victor Michelotti, father of Michele 
Michelotti duncan ’70 and Melanie 
Michelotti Aquilino ’74 

Joseph g. Morelli, father of 
Lucille Morelli ’79 

Arthur J. o’connor, grandfather of 
Maura ’04 and cara ’07 Burns

Peggie o’neill, sister of Martie 
Wolfington gillin ’55, mother-in-law of 
Miriam Polillo o’neill ’78, grandmother 
of Allegra ’07 and Shannon ’09 o’neill 

John L. Peranteau, grandfather of 
coleen fullerton Salandria ’98, erin ’01, 
and Megan ’07 fullerton

thomas Quinn, grandfather of Megan ’05 
and colleen ’09 Quinn, father-in-law of 
Aimee Quinn, MMA faculty

Anna M. ricciardi, mother of Anna Marie 
ricciardi Buscemi ’79

Stella rolls, grandmother of 
danielle Hannigan, MMA faculty 

Martin A. rudnick, Jr., father of Anne 
Marie rudnick ’88, Kelly rudnick ’89, 
and Kristyn rudnick Hopkins ’91 

Mary Katherine fogarty ryan ’48, 
sister of Ann fogarty troy ’50 

delia Marie Savarese, grandmother of 
Alicia ’02 and Adrianna ’08 Savarese, 
mother-in-law of Lisa Savarese, 
MMA Staff

deborah Scafidi, mother of 
Marissa Scafidi ’02 

Jacqueline Jamieson Smith ’43, sister of 
Patricia Jamieson flick ’55 

Ursula tomany, sister of 
Sister ellen cavanaugh, MMA Staff

Marion Weeks, mother of 
debby Weeks, MMA Staff

IN MeMORIAM
Merion Mercy Academy expresses its condolences to the family and friends of the 

following members of our community. Please keep their families in your prayers.
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alumnae news

After more than 20 years of living in 
New England, I am happy to be back at 
Merion Mercy, now that my husband 
Paul and I have raised our three children. 
I return to a school that is even better 
than I remember. We are operating at 
peak capacity. Applications for next 
year’s freshman class are up 17 percent. 
In the last five years, we have had 51 
National Merit scholars. Our talented 
and dedicated faculty continues to 

hone the best methods for educating young women. Yet, when I walk 
the corridors here, I can still feel that sense of happy confidence and 
sisterly connection that we remember. 

 I am especially looking forward to Meri-union on May 5, 2012, to 
attend the 40th reunion of the class of 1972. I am proud to be part of the 
Mercy heritage, which I can see is being continually renewed. Recent 
developments within the Catholic school system in Philadelphia point 
out the crucial role we fill as an independent girls’ school. Now more 
than ever, I see how valuable alumnae support is to our school. As 
a member of a reunion class this year, I hope you will make a gift to 
the MMA Annual Fund in honor of how the Merion Mercy legacy has 
enriched your life and will continue to enrich lives in the future. Please 
join me in supporting MMA. 

Whether you are a first-time donor or you routinely give, we sincerely 
appreciate each gift. Perhaps, in honor of your reunion year, you will 
put Merion at the top of your list of charitable giving? Please use the 
enclosed gift envelope or go online to www.merion-mercy.com, and 
click Supporting MMA. 

As Kristina Stanton Cawley ’90, President of the MMA Alumnae 
Association, recently said, “The world needs more Merion Mercy 
graduates.”

Classes ending in 
2 and 7 this is your 
Reunion year!  

Come celebrate with 
classmates at the 
Alumnae Mass, Reception, 
and Reunion Dinner.

All alumnae and current and former 

faculty are invited to the Mass and 

Reception.

Please visit www.merion-mercy.com 

and go to the alumnae section for 

the latest updates and registration 

information. Invitations will go 

out by March 31, 2012.

Save the date
for Meri-Union 
May 5, 2012

Thinking about 
Your Reunion?
By: Agnes Shields Finigan ’72, Director of Annual Fund



Save the date
for Meri-Union 
May 5, 2012

Your School
and MY School

Please suPPort our AnnuAl FunD to Continue the MerCy legaCy.

give online at www.merion-mercy.com, click supporting 
MMa, or please use the enclosed donor envelope.
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