
Merion Mercy Academy 

Graduation and Final Assembly Awards, Class Of 2016 

 

The following students have achieved a general average of 4.0 or higher in each of four consecutive years: 

 

Emma Barrera 

Grace Campbell 

Nichola Cappelli 

Sabrina Ciervo 

Daniela Colavita 

Kathryn Derewicz 

Kaitlyn Devine 

Genevieve Dooner 

Brianna Giarraputo 

Megan Gilligan 

Gianna Giordano 

Emmalee Graham 

Kristen Harrison 

Gabrielle Heinsinger 

Sarah Laske 

Maria Leone 

Sabina Maurer 

Meghan McDermott 

Maeve Moran 

Leah Palombi 

Brianna Quinn 

Isabelle Rosini 

Diana Striplet

 

In recognition of their academic excellence, students in the top 3% of the class at the end of the first 

semester were recognized at the Honors Convocation of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia at the 

Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul. The students representing Merion Mercy Academy this year were: 

 

Megan Gilligan, Emmalee Graham, Sabina Maurer, Meghan McDermott 

 

The following students have received recognition as National Merit Scholarship Finalists: 

Megan Gilligan and Kristin LaMonaca 

 

The following students have received recognition as National Merit Commended Students: 

Emma Barrera 

Sabrina Ciervo 

Emmalee Graham

Fiona Kennedy 

Sabina Maurer 

Meghan McDermott 

Maeve Moran 

 

The following student has received a National Merit Scholarship:  Meghan McDermott 

 

The Excellence Medal for Highest Cumulative Achievement is awarded to: 

Megan Gilligan and Emmalee Graham 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Art is presented to: 

Kristin LaMonaca 

Honorable Mention: Brianna Giarraputo 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of English is presented to: 

Fiona Kennedy 

Honorable Mention: Sabina Maurer 

The Sister Elizabeth Carroll Award for the Highest Achievement in the study of French is presented to: 

Sarah Laske 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Latin is presented to: 

Meghan McDermott 

Honorable Mention: Daniela Colavita 



The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Mathematics is presented to: 

Meghan McDermott 

Honorable Mention: Emmalee Graham 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Music is presented to: 

Emmalee Graham 

Honorable Mention: Theresa Dierkes 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Science is presented to: 

Gabrielle Heinsinger 

Honorable Mention: Meghan McDermott 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Social Studies is presented to: 

Megan Gilligan 

Honorable Mention: Meghan McDermott 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Spanish is presented to: 

Emma Barrera 

Honorable Mention: Kathryn Derewicz 

The Excellence Medal for the Highest Achievement in the study of Theology is presented to: 

Kathryn Derewicz 

Honorable Mention: Anna Rudegeair 

The Outstanding Scholar-Athlete Award has been presented to: 

Kaitlyn Devine 

 

For generously sharing their many talents and for the unfailing dedication that they demonstrated as 

editors of the 2016 Image Explosion, awards have been presented to: 
 

Fiona Kennedy and Clare McCabe 

Honorable Mention: Kristin LaMonaca and Mary (Molly) Sutter 

 

In recognition of and appreciation for her dedicated service to Meriannal as editor, an award has been 

presented to: 

Olivia Hoffner 

Honorable Mention: Lauren Thomas 

 

For outstanding commitment and faithful service to Ricordia as editor, an award has been presented to: 

Morgan Dougherty 
 

The Irish claddagh is a symbol befitting the cultural heritage, corporal works, and spiritual legacy of 

Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of Mercy. Often as an adornment to a ring, the claddagh 

depicts a pair of hands holding a heart topped by a regal crown. These three elements form a kind of 

trinity: the heart, it can be said, represents hospitality and compassion; the hands: service and care; the 

crown: leadership and fidelity to one’s cause. Here at Merion Mercy Academy we celebrate the ways in 

which these symbols similarly embody our students’ exceptional character and achievement. Today we 



honor three graduating seniors, in particular, who have been recognized by their peers and their teachers 

as demonstrating personal qualities in keeping with one of each of the claddagh’s special features. 

 

The Heart of Mercy Award is presented to a graduating senior who exemplifies the essence of Mercy. It 

is an honor bestowed upon the person who has shown continuously that she lives in the spirit of 

Catherine McAuley, offering time, effort, talent and compassion to ensure a better life for her peers. 

Mercy is doing and acting out of love, believing in it and living it. The person receiving this award is 

recognized for her commitment to the values of the Gospel and her example of acting with Mercy in the 

name of God. 

 

By nomination from the faculty and seniors, the Heart of Mercy Award is presented this year to: 
 

Mary (“Molly”) Sutter 

 

The Service Award is presented to a graduating senior in acknowledgment of her demonstrated spirit of 

servant leadership. While meeting her academic requirements, this student has also responded 

generously to the Gospel call to action. Dedicating herself to easing the burdens of those in need, this 

young woman has shown exceptional commitment to the core value of living mercy and seeking justice 

through her volunteer efforts with MMA-sponsored projects and/or community-based programs. 

 

By nomination from the faculty and seniors, the Service Award is presented this year to: 

Madeline Resnic 

 

The Loyalty Award is presented to a graduating senior who has demonstrated extraordinary loyalty and 

pride in being a member of the Merion Mercy school community over the past four years. She embodies 

the Academy’s mission to educate the whole person through her own academic and personal excellence. 

Beyond the moment, she always sees the bigger picture of what it is to represent the ideals of Merion 

Mercy, demonstrated through her courage to speak and work on behalf of her school community. She 

acts with conviction and integrity in all she does, and she understands the importance of being a woman 

of Mercy. 

 

By nomination from the faculty and seniors, the Loyalty Award is presented this year to: 

Grace Campbell 

 

This past year, the Catholic Relief Services Global High School program was launched nationally.  

Merion Mercy has led the way as a platinum school in our hunger for justice and passion for 

transforming the world in the light of Christ. Each Global High School has the opportunity to choose 

two graduating seniors to receive the CRS Global Advocate Award.  For outstanding commitment to the 

poor and vulnerable overseas, having served as examples to the Merion community of leadership, and 

passion for global solidarity, the 2016 CRS Global Advocate Award is presented to: 

 

Lucy Fanto and Kyleigh Graham 

 

The Art Achievement Award honors a senior art major by permanently displaying her outstanding 

artwork in the halls of MMA. The prize this year is awarded to the following student for her artwork 

portraying the Holy Family: 

Brianna Giarraputo 

The icon is an integral piece in her senior series entitled "Through the Family" and was created in the 

Byzantine tradition of iconography. 



The following student is recognized for her role as a senior who recently competed at the 2016 Sea 

Perch Competition at Drexel University. Her team won the Engineering Process Award and earned 

second place in both the Notebook category and Presentation category: 

 

Theresa Dierkes 

 

Recognition is given to the following students for their participation in the Annenberg Science 

Symposium: 

Daniela Colavita and Lauren Thomas 

 

Daniela and Lauren were part of the six person group who wrote the book, Super Cells.  This book will 

be presented to oncology patients at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and St. Christopher’s 

Children Hospital. 

 

The following award is given in memory of Mrs. Debra Furia Scalpato (’74) who was a Merion Mercy 

Academy alum and taught at Merion in both the math and science departments. The recipient of this 

award is a member of the senior class who possesses a talent and passion for math and science, an 

insightful intellect and a strong curiosity, a determined will, a strong sense of family, a great sense or 

humor, and a love of the arts and traveling.  This year’s recipient is: 

 

Emmalee Graham 

 

The following students have received recognition for Perfect Attendance for the 2015-2016 school year: 

Rebecca Dolan, Genevieve Dooner, Gianna Giordano, Alexandra Lee, Kennady Wright 

 

The following student has received recognition for Perfect Attendance for two consecutive school years: 

Fiona Kennedy 

 

The following students have received recognition for Perfect Attendance for all four years: 

Grace Campbell, Megan Stangis, Diana Striplet, Brianna Vassallo 


